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Editorial

The Challenges of Freedom
For Namibia, the 100-year journey
towards freedom is nearly over . Last
November, almost 700,000 Namibians cast their ballots in internationally
supervised elections that will finally
end the long night of South African
colonialism.
The results speak loud and clear.
The freedom movement SWAPO
won 57 percent of the vote, and 41 of
72 seats in the Constituent Assembly.
Just a month later, the assembly
announced that it had reached agreement on a democratic constitution.
With independence, Namibia's
leaders must begin the difficult
process of reconciliation, reconstruction and development among a people
riven by the legacy of apartheid and
shattered by decades of war.
The challenges are enormous.
South Africa leaves behind it a
population that is mostly poor, mostly
illiterate, and afflicted with shockingly high infant mortality rates and a
host of preventable diseases.
A free Namibia will need time and
money to solve these problems . But
the economy is weak and distorted,
tied to the former colonial power by
bonds of dependency.
Pretoria's army remains in control
of one portion of Namibian soil,
Walvis Bay, and hovers threateningly
along the southern and eastern
borders.
Namibia will need our help through
increased contact with its denominational partners, and in advocacy with
our elected leaders urging their
support for the newly born democracy
with economic and diplomatic aid.
For many years, American Christians have walked with their Namibian brothers and sisters in the struggle
for freedom . Let us be with them still
after the day of liberation .

Namibians at the polls . United Nations official checks registration papers for one of Namibia's 680,000 voters.

SWAPO Wins Namibian Elections
Independence Slated For March 21
by Michael Fleshman
Amid the chaos and confusion of the
Ohangwena voting station, the old
Black woman was a study in slow
motion . Bent double by arthritis and a
lifetime in the fields, she moved with
small, uncertain steps through a gauntlet of white officials—South African
voting officers, United Nations supervisors and police—who had come to
this cavernous high school auditorium
to conduct the first free elections in the
history of colonized Namibia .
Slowly, carefully, she inched along
the line of tables, presenting her papers ;
pressing her thumbprint on the registration card ; dipping her fingers in the
fluorescent ink that would prevent
double voting .
Finally, ballot paper in hand, she
hobbled painfully to the polling booth
to do what had always been forbidden

to Namibians born Black—she placed
her mark beside the party of her choice.
To this observer, nearing the end of a
five-month stay in the territory to
monitor the Namibian independence
process, the old woman's halting, stubborn passage through that polling station seemed a fitting metaphor for the
country as a whole.
Fears
At times it appeared that the entire
process would falter ; a victim of South
African sabotage, or poor planning, or
the continuous violence against supporters of the South West Africa
People's Organization (SWAPO) by
the colonial police and security forces.
There were fears that the South African colonial authorities had allocated
too few polling stations to process voters in time . Many experts believed that
continued on page 2

_

Inside Namibia
. . . Elections
(continued from page 1)

Nevertheless, the result was accepted
by most Namibians because it reflected,
however imperfectly, their overwhelming support for the liberation movement
and their aspirations for freedom .

the voting procedures, and the ten-party
ballot itself, were too cumbersome and
complex for a largely illiterate populaControversy Over Constitution
tion that was participating in its first
On November 21 the Constituent
election ever.
SWAPO campaign officials were Assembly convened in Windhoek, the
capital city, to begin framing a
denied access to voters on white-owned
constitution for Namibia .
farms, and in the South African-claimed
There were fears that the process
port city of Walvis Bay . The movement
would bog down in disputes among the
was the target of constant propaganda
parties, and that SWAPO would be
on state-run radio and television—the
unable to muster the 48 votes needed to
only stations permitted to broadcast in
pass the constitution and set the date for
occupied Namibia .
independence. However, after just four
Yet somehow the system worked .
weeks the assembly announced "agreeDuring the five-day election period
ment in principle" on a constitution that
some 680,000 Namibians, mostly
would establish Namibia as a demoBlack, poor and illiterate, would make
that historic journey to the polls .
In the populous north, some polling
stations ran out of ballot papers after the
hl
were turned away after long hours in
/
line . In other places, Black workers
4/
were forced to vote under the watchful
f;F-..--*r'
eyes of their white employers, or reF ,a{rrF~F fF FFF
fused time off to vote at all .
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Free, But Not Fair, Elections
Still, over 97 percent of all registered
voters in Namibia cast votes in the
November elections . And when the last
vote was counted, the freedom movement SWAPO had gained a 57 percent
majority and 41 seats in the 72-seat
Constituent Assembly . The South African-supported Democratic Turnhalle
Alliance came in second, with 21 seats.
The remaining 10 seats were distributed among five minor parties, including a pro-apartheid white group, Action
Christian National.
On November 14 the head of the
United Nations mission in Namibia,
Martti Ahtisaari, formally certified the
election "free and fair," adding that the
process was "a shining lesson in democracy."
Many Namibians would not agree
[see interview p . 4] . Instead, church and
community leaders chose to describe
the voting as "free but not fair"—free in
that most Namibians were able to vote
in elections generally untainted by violence or fraud, but unfair because of
anti-SWAPO cheating and intimidation by South Africa during the sevenmonth period that preceded the voting .

South African official counts ballots during Namibian
independence elections .

cratic nation .
Members of all parties say the proceedings have been conducted in a remarkable spirit of compromise and cooperation . The rapid progress of the
assembly has been welcomed by Namibian Christians as a sign of national
reconciliation . On February 1 , the
Constituent Assembly completed
work on the draft constitution, and announced March 21 as the date for Namibian independence .
Nevertheless, the process has not
been without controversy . Several constitutional provisions, including a
clause permitting detention without trial
for up to a year, and a section allowing

the suspension of civil liberties during a
state of emergency, have been criticized by Amnesty International and
other human rights organizations.
The detention clause was finally
eliminated from the constitution after
last-minute objections from several of
the small parties represented in the
assembly.
Furthermore, the National Union of
Namibian Workers (NUNW), objected
to the omission of worker rights, including the right to strike, from the
constitution's list of fundamental freedoms . On January 1 1 the NUNW issued
a statement calling for revisions in the
constitution, and for public review of
the draft before the final vote.
These objections notwithstanding,
the Namibian constitution has been
hailed as a blueprint for freedom and
democracy ; a new beginning for a
people and a land ravaged by colonialism,.
apartheid and war
Thus, on March 21, Namibia will become the world's youngest nation, closing a century-old chapter of suffering
and courageous resistance . On that
joyous day, Namibia will finally be
free.
The Challenges Ahead
Yet Namibians know that independence is not the end of their journey, but
the beginning of a new struggle for
national reconciliation, reconstruction
and prosperity . The challenges ahead
are many.
South Africa's colonial legacy is a
society divided by race and region, and
burdened by illiteracy, disease and
unemployment . It will take time and
money to build the hospitals and schools
the country needs, as well as educate
and train the doctors and teachers to
staff them.
But time and money are in short
supply . Namibians expect their new,
SWAPO-led government to redress the
economic and social injustices of apartheid rule quickly. However, the Namibian economy has been designed to
benefit its South African overseers,
leaving the new government with few
human and material resources on which
to draw.
Aid from Western countries will be
essential if Namibia's fledgling democracy is to meet the pressing human
needs of its people and begin the proc-

Inside Namibia

ess of reconstruction and development .
But Western aid budgets are shrinking,
and are being increasingly directed
toward eastern Europe.
Namibia begins its independence
under South Africa's threatening
shadow . Nor is the threat of military
attack or economic strangulation from
its white-ruled neighbor the only dan-

ger. The country must also contend
with the possibility that fighting between US-backed Angolan rebels and
government forces could spill over
Namibia's northern border, endangering the lives of thousands.
Finally there is the challenge of healing the bitter wounds of war, and of
building justice . To build a tolerant and

peaceful society on such fragile foundations is perhaps the greatest challenge facing the Namibian people and
their elected government.
With South Africans watching events
in Namibia as a model for change in
their own country, the world has a great
stake in the future of free Namibia.

The Constitution at a Glance
The Namibian independence constitution has been
widely praised as a blueprint for democracy . Its principal
features are summarized below :
Establishment: Namibia will be a sovereign and unitary state, including the territory of Walvis Bay . The
capital city shall be Windhoek, and the official language
will be English .
Government: The government shall consist of the
executive, legislative and judicial branches . The president
will be elected directly by voters through secret ballot and
serve no more than two five-year terms . The president has

THE DEVILS ARE AMONG US
THE WAR FOR NAMIBIA
DENIS HERBSTEIN & JOHN EVENSON

The Devils
Amor gib

The first detailed account of the
dramatic events leading up to South
Africa's withdrawal from its illegal
colony, Namibia . Drawing on a vast
archive of unpublished material
including photographs and
testimonies of political, military and
religious figures, it charts
dramatically the war that ravaged
Namibia from 1966 onwards. The

The
,authors expose the brutality of South
War did
Africa's occupation, including the
K,for
atrocities of the police
Namibiaamibia—f ; fi` g
counter-insurgency unit ,Koevoet .
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They highlight the resourcefulness of

SWAPO's military campaign and

document the extraordinary
resistance of the Namibian people to
the army of occupation .
This book provides essential background to Namibian independence, a
momentous event in the liberation of Southern Africa .
Denis Herbstein is a former Sunday Times journalist and author of
Man, We Want to Talk to You (Penguin 1978).

White

John Evenson is Director of the Namibian Communications Centre in
London .
Published by ZED Press, London . Distributed in the United States by:
Humanities Press International
171 FirstHighlands,
Atlantic
Atl
Highlands, NJ 07716
Hardback : $49 .95; Paperback: $15.00

wide powers to appoint government officials, propose and
veto legislation, and declare war, subject to legislative approval.
The legislature shall consist of two chambers, the National Assembly, with 72 members directly elected by
secret ballot by voters on the basis of proportional representation ; and the National Council, with two members
from each region, elected by local electoral colleges.
The National Assembly has the authority to make laws
and amend the constitution, override presidential vetoes
by a two thirds majority vote, and impose taxes . The
National Council may review all legislation passed by the
National Assembly, but has no authority to amend or veto.
The judiciary shall be independent of the executive and
legislative branches and consist of a Supreme Court with
constitutional, appellate and general divisions, and regional magistrates and lower courts.
Fundamental Rights and Freedoms : Shall include
freedom of speech and the press ; freedom of religion and
conscience ; the right to form political parties and trade
unions and to participate in civic affairs ; the right to a fair
trial and to be presumed innocent until proven guilty ; the
right to own property and be free from unreasonable
search and seizure ; the right to live and travel freely inside
the country and abroad . Education shall be free and
compulsory; women shall enjoy full legal equality with
men and be free from all forms of discrimination . The
death penalty, forced labor and torture are banned .
Racism and Apartheid : The practice of racism and
apartheid shall be a criminal offense punishable by law.
National Emergency and State of War : The president
has the power to declare a state of emergency or war,
subject to ratification by a two-thirds vote of the National
Assembly .
The president is authorized to enact laws by decree, and
suspend fundamental rights and freedoms, pending periodic review and approval by the assembly.
Local Government : Municipal, district and regional
governments will be established on a strictly geographic
basis without reference to race or ethnicity . Its leaders will
be freely elected and shall have authority to enact local ordinances and impose taxes, subject to approval by the
National Assembly.
3
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Building The New Nation:
An Interview With Dr. Zephania Kameeta
Zephania Kameeta, Dean of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia, is
one the the leading theologians in southern Africa . He has worked tirelessly for
the independence of his country and, last November, was elected to the Constituent Assembly as a SWAPO delegate . Shortly after the elections, Dateline :Namibia
editor Michael Fleshman discussed the future with Dr . Kameeta.
Q : What is your reaction to the elections and the process
that produced them?
A : As you know, we were very much uneasy concerning
the whole situation—from the very beginning, because the
colonizer is involved in the process of decolonization . Pharaoh was leading the Exodus! The atmosphere of trust and
confidence was not there and we received the results of the
elections with much suspicion .
But, nevertheless, the process is over. We are happy the
walls of Jericho are coming down, and we are looking forward to the future with confidence and hope .
Q : What are the issues that divide Namibians, and what do
you think the priorities should be for Namibia's newly
independent government?
A : The issue that divides Namibians is colonialism and
apartheid . South Africa has been dividingg Namibians for its
own benefit . The issue here is to get South Africa out of our
country, getting rid of the consequences of colonialism and
making sure that racism and apartheid are out . Bringing the
Namibians closer to one another—Black and Black, Black
and white—in a process of breakingg down the walls that have
been separating us for more than 100 years .
We have been forced by South Africa to believe that the
whites are superior to everybody, that the [mixed-race] "coloreds" are second superior, and that the Blacks are servants .
We must break down these destructive, very much false
beliefs .
I think those are both the first priorities and the first
principles for the new Namibian nation .
Q : Under the UN independence plan, Resolution 435, the
South African government and its Administrator General for
Namibia, Louis Pienaar, were required to be strictly impartial . Did they live up to that oblig
obligation?
A : Well, for us, and I'm speaking now as a simple Namiblan, we couldn't see any impartiality on the side of the
Administrator General . It was very, very clear where he
stood . So the story of impartiality is for many Namibians a
lie .
The Western world will believe this story of impartiality,
but they have been supporting South Africa all along . We
believe that SWAPO would easily have got a two-thirds
majority but for the treacherous presence of South Africa .
Q : Under the terms of the UN plan, the United Nations was
instructed to exercise "supervision and control" of every
aspect of the transition to independence . Did they fulfill their
mandate?
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A : We appreciate the role of the United Nations Transition
Assistance Group (UNTAG) and what its members tried to
do—their work, their sacrifices, some of them even died in
our country . That we can go tomorrow to the Constituent AssemblY, well, we should thank UNTAG for that.
But, on the other hand, we know that UNTAG was haunted
by the ghost of South Africa's possible withdrawal from the
process if UNTAG pressed too much . So where we expected
them to be tough and pressure South Africa, on certain issues
they were very soft.
We expected UNTAG to defend the rights of all the
political parties, including SWAPO, to visit farm workers
and be able to inform and educate them about the election
process . But SWAPO field workers visiting the white farms
were constantly harassed and threatened.
We also expected a stronger UN role with the police . As
you know, during the process some people in Namibia died
because of intimidation . Two months ago [in September
1989] I was in Leonardville, in the southeast of Namibia,
where an elderly gentleman was shot dead in the presence of
UNTAG—and they couldn't do anything . And I could go on
and recount many instances of such things . Overall, while the
role of UNTAG was very important, it was sometimes not
very helpful.
Q : So you don't share the assessment of Martti Ahtisaari,
the top UN official in Namibia, that the Namibian elections
were the free-est and fairest in the world?
A :The fact that Mr . Ahtisaari certified the election as "free
and fair" was political and diplomatic . He couldn't do
otherwise! I think Mr . Ahtisaari knows the whole process
was difficult because of the presence of the colonial rulers.
It's not true that the elections were free and fair.
Q : Then why have SWAPO and the other parties accepted
the results?
A : Because we can't think of repeating the whole process,
starting from zero again . We accepted it because we won the
elections and we came closer to the ideal of independence.
But for the record we want to make it clear that the elections
took place in a very difficult atmosphere, where South Africa
managed to manipulate the situation.

Interview

Our attitude toward the whole process now is that it's better
half an egg than nothing .
Q : Are yyou satisfied with the role played b
bythe Namibian
churches during this time?
A : I think the role of the church, despite our shortcomings
and lack of material and human resources, was and is
exemplary . We were involved at the beginning of the 1970s
in the whole process of national liberation and reconciliation .
We were involved in the process of repatriating the Namibian
refugees—and not only repatriating but rehabilitating and
resettling them in cooperation with the United Nations High
Commission for Refugees .
The churches, within the framework of the Council of
Churches in Namibia, were involved in the whole process of
implementing Resolution 435 . And the role of the church will
continue, with an emphasis on nation-building and reconcileanon . It has already been said by the leading party, SWAPO,
that they would appreciate the involvement of the church
after independence .
And, in fact, the role of the church can't end with independence, it will end only with the coming of our Lord . In the new
Namibia the church will be involved in many ways, because
we know the Namibians far better than anyone else .
Q . But how does the church reconcile people to members
of Koevoet [a now-demobilized colonial paramilitary force]
and the South African-led security forces, who have committed such unspeakable brutalities against them for so many
years? How does the church overcome that kind of hatred?
A : The church can do that through proclamation of the
good news of liberation and reconciliation, where we will be
called to come together as citizens and as Christians of this
country to participate in nation-building .
I believe that one should not talk of reconciliation as
something apart from liberation . Liberation and reconcileation are two sides of the one coin . Liberation is the cruetMing of walls of division that have been separating people in
this country, letting us see each other openly . Seeing those
walls crumble will conscientize even those who are victimizing others.

Q : You are in a fascinating position . You are the country's
leading theologian and a high-ranking church official, but
also a member of the SWAPO Central Committee and a
SWAPO delegate to the Constituent Assembly . Aren't there
inherent moral and ethical conflicts in being both a spiritual
and a political leader?
A : Wellmorally I haven't got very much difficulties being
involved in all these things . I find it very much exciting and
challenging to my faith in my Lord Jesus Christ, which
requires me to test my actions and decisions in government
against what the Scriptures require.
I don't find any conflict with being in the first place a
Christian . I will not be the only Christian in the Constituent
Assembly or the Parliament—for that matter, I will not be the
only pastor.
But even if there were no other Christian, no other pastor
in the Constituent Assembly I would still feel at home there,
because as a Christian I find it exciting to be involved in
shaping Namibia's future.
Q : What can American Christians do to help?
A : First I would say thank you for what you did before
liberation. I know that many people during the time of our
struggle supported us . The American government itself was
not very much helpful in understanding our struggle, and so
many Christians in the United States involved themselves
against their own government in supporting the oppressed
here.
But we take it as involvement not only in our struggle, but
also your struggle—in the sense that we are after all part of
God's one world, and so we were struggling together to
,
liberate Gods world from colonialism and apartheid.
On the other hand, I would like to appeal to you not to say,
"We've reached what we wanted and we now turn to other
burning issues ." Continue together with us to make the dream
which we all worked fora real reality for the people in this
country. We need especially the support of the people of
good will in the United States.
continued on page 7

Q : And what about reconciliation within the ranks of the
oppressed? You have been very active in trying to reconcile
the former SWAPO detainees to the movement . What is the
status of that effort?
A : I am very happy that the churches responded to that
situation . Discussions within the framework of the Council
of Churches took place, and the council invited the leadership
of the ex-detainees and listened to them, allowed them to talk
about their ordeal and what they experienced.
The Council of Churches also talked to SWAPO and tried
to bring the two sides together . It was very difficult in that
situation, because especially SWAPO was involved in
campaigning for the election.
But nevertheless they responded and talked to the Council.
I think now with the elections behind us it will be much easier
to continue with these discussions . As a government we can
solve this situation and see that it doesn't take place again in
Namibia .

Namibians examine sample ballots during voter education class at an Anglican
church in rural northern Namibia . The churches played a crucial role in educating
and mobilizing voters for the independence elections .
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Education For The Future: Lutheran Scholarships Aid Namibians
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A group of Namibian students on scholarship at Lutheran colleges in the United States . During the first few years of independence, Namibia will continue to need assistance
with higher education and training.

Solidarity with the Namibian people
in their struggle for freedom has taken
many forms over the years, and involved Americans of every faith and
political persuasion . American Chrisbans have found many different ways to
express their support, from advocacy
forNamibia inWashington to theological training for Namibian pastors and
priests, and humanitarian assistance to
refugees .
As Lutherans became increasingly
concerned about the fate of Namibia,
they began to focus on the total lack of
higher education facilities in the terntory, and on the South African
government's deliberate policy of separate and severely unequal education for
Namibian Blacks and whites .
It was an area where the Lutherans,
withtheir network ofchurch-supported
colleges throughout the United States,
believed they could help . And in 1986,
after extensive consultations with the
bishops of the Namibian Lutheran
churches, the first ten Namibian students arrived in the United States to take
up full scholarships .
Four years later, that initial commitment has been expanded to encompass
70 Namibians attending 25 colleges of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America.
"Bantu" Education
South Africa drained its illegally
occupied colony of a fortune in mineral
and other wealth . But it denied Black
Namibians the most precious •resource
of all : an education .
6

Under South Africa's "Bantu Education" system, schooling for Blacks was
not compulsory . Furthermore, the government spent eight times as much on
white students as it did on Blacks, and
the shortage of classrooms, books and
teachers in Black schools meant that
only one out of five Black Namibian
children was likely ever to attend school
at all,
Even the few who were able to finish
high school were painfully underequipped for higher education .
In any case, said Dr . Jim Unglaube,
education official of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, and one
of the originators of the scholarship
program, apartheid meant "having
nowhere to go after high school educationally because there are no universities in Namibia ."
This system nut only denied generabons of Blacks a thorough schooling,
but is reflected in the way many young
Namibian Blacks have viewed themselves .
It was, in the words of one Namibian
student, a means of teaching young
Black people "to become a yes man to
the boss ."
Church Schools Targeted
During the colonial period, many
Anglican, Catholic and Lutheran
schools were targets of repression .
Students and teachers were arrested and
beaten, school facilities were attacked
by the army, and foreign teachers were
denied visas .
Still, today, most Namibians feel that

church-related schools provided virtually the only alternative to Bantu education. And the Namibian churches will
continue to provide educational services in the independent nation as well.
But these schools have been severely
hampered by the long years of represSion as well as their own financial limitations . And beyond high school there
are still almost no educational opportunines available ; nor will there be until
the new government is able to establish
a quality institution of higher education
for all Namibians.
Thus, programs like that of the
ELCA, the United Nations Institute for
Namibia, the recently announced
Namibian leadership training program
of the U .S . African Methodist Episcopal Church, and many others, will continue to serve a vital role in a country
where fewer than 1000 Blacks have a
full college education.
Successful Students
The twenty-five Lutheran colleges
currently participating provide full
scholarships (tuition, room and board),
a commitment of approximately
$45,000 to each student's education.
Naomi Linnell, one of the program's
developers, estimates that another
$20,000 per student is spent for travel,
books, clothes, insurance, spending
money and orientation throughout their
stay.
Maria Amakali, one of the first ten
students to come to the United States
under the program is typical of many.
She returned home for a visit in the
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Troubles In The North

In January, armed members of the
summer of 1988 after two years of
South African and US-backed Angolan
study, and will probably not see her rebel movement UNITA began a reign
family again until this summer. But she
of terror in northern Namibia .
believes that the sacrifice is worth it,
Church and community leaders in
and not just for herself. "Some things
Oshakati told visiting Africa Fund
you do for your country," says Amakali .
Executive Director Jennifer Davis that
The students work very hard and have
following last November's independthrived academically, despite their serfence elections, UNITA soldiers
ous educational handicaps . Of the first
launched a series of raids into Namibia
50 students in the program, all have refrom their bases in southern Angola,
mained in school and performed well
stealing cattle, robbing shops and
alongside their American peers .
homesteads, and murdering civilians .
Part of their success, both students
The raids have been confirmed by
and administrators say, comes from the
United Nations police and military offistudents' sense of connectedness with
cials in the area who say they are powNamibia, and the conviction that they
erless to stop them .
will be a direct factor in their country's
UN and community leaders also told
future .
Ms . Davis that there is evidence that
Indeed, some students returned to
members of the South African territoNamibia in the summer of 1989 to parrial police force, and undercover South
ticipate in the independence process,
African Military Intelligence officers
working for the UN or the Repatriation,
have continued to provide arms and
Resettlement and Reconstruction
supplies to UNITA in violation of the
Committee of the Council of Churches
December 1988 Tripartite Accord,
in Namibia .
which requires South Africa to stop
While the ELCA scholarship prosupporting the rebels .
gram is the most extensive church-reThe United States began supplying
lated effort of its kind in the United
UNITA with sophisticated weapons in
States, it is by no means the only source
1986, and continued arming the group
of study opportunities for Namibians .
even afterUNITA leaderJonas Savimbi
The United Nations in particular, in
signed a ceasefire with the Angolan
partnership with the freedom movegovernment last year . Though UNITA
ment SWAPO, has provided training
is widely blamed for the collapse of the
for thousands ofNamibians in universiceasefire several weeks later, it is still
ties the world over,
expected to receive up to $50 million in
Yet, as we go to press, at least sevUS arms this year .
enteen Namibian students in the New
Namibian and United Nations offiYork area are searching for financial
cials told Davis they feared that recent
support to complete their education
heavy fighting between Angolan govfollowing United Nations budget cuts .
ernment and rebel forces could spill
And during the first years of rodeover into Namibia, jeopardizing Napendence the number of Namibians
mibian independence and threatening
seeking scholarships and training
thousands of civilians.
abroad is expected to soar.

. . . InterVleW (continued from page 5)
I would like here to mention one issue that is very much
burning for the Namibian churches . It might happen that
many workers in the church might say, "Now we have got our
peoples' government, we will go and work in the government ." That would be a disaster for the church, whose work
is so vital in this country.
Here we need, apart from the moral support —the confessional support which is so needed—also material support
over the first five or ten years, so church workers can continue
with joy and the church can play its role effectively vis-a-vis
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Repression In Walvis Bay
Only weeks after the Namibian independence elections last November, five
young Namibians, Johanna Kambanda,
Erastus Mingeri, Paulus Shimanda,
Rosalia Shipiki and Dinina Nakwafila,
were sentenced to prison by South
African authorities in the port town of
Walvis Bay . The five, members of the
anti-colonial Namibia National Students Organization (NANSO), were
leaders of the 1988 student boycott
against South Africa's illegal occupation of their country.
The jailing of the "Walvis Bay Five"
has provoked a storm of protests from
Namibian church and community leaders, human rights activists, and political
parties . They argue that the detentions
violate a provision of the Namibian independence plan which requires all
sides to release political prisoners.
But Pretoria claims that Walvis Bay,
Namibia's only deep water port, belongs to South Africa, and that the five
students are actually South Africans
and thus ineligible for the Namibian
amnesty.
Both NANSO and SWAPO, which
won the November elections, point out
that South Africa's claim to Walvis Bay
was rejected by the United Nations
Security Council in 1978, and have
called for international pressure for the
release of the students, and for South
African withdrawal from the port.
South Africa has recently reinforced
its military garrison in Walvis Bay and
continues to impose its'~apartheid system on the Black Namibian majority in
the disputed enclave.

the government and the confession of the church in this
country . So we will need really much more support.
Q ; Are you optimistic about the future?
A : Very much optimistic . I'm not saying I won't encounter
problems and issues that are difficult to solve . Also problems
and issues that bring my faith in conflict . But I don't find it
impossible, only a challenge . And the church of Christ is
known, from the very beginning, for facing challenges . So it
will not be a strange situation for someone from the church
of Christ finding themselves challenged by the future .
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Advocacy

Viva! Students in northern Namibia celebrate announcement of SWAPO's election victory in independence elections.

Partners In Progress
The arrival of peace and independence in Namibia is opening up new
opportunities for fellowship and soliclarity between Namibian and North
American Christians .
In the coming months, Namibians
will begin to heal the physical and spintual wounds caused by decades of racial
hatred and war .
The needs are enormous, and the
opportunities for participation by your
congregation or community group are
many : from helping former refugees
rebuild lives shattered by the terror of
apartheid to providing education and
training for Namibians disadvantaged
by colonialism .
Many of these projects are being
coordinated by the Repatriation, Resettlement and Reconstruction (RRR)
Committee of the ecumenical Council
of Churches in Namibia . Check with
the regional or national offices of your
denomination for information about
their Namibia solidarity programs and
about ways in which your community
can help .
Advocacy
Independence will mean a shift —
but not an end—to advocacy . In the
midst of their jubilation, Namibians are

still asking their brothers and sisters
overseas to help focus attention on their
new nation .
One of Namibia's greatest needs is
for foreign economic assistance to help
repair the ravages of South African rule.
But according to Congressional
sources, only a token amount of US aid
has been earmarked for Namibia in the
coming year.
While sufficient monies are available, an increasing percentage of funds
are being diverted from the developing
countries to eastern Europe to support
the democratic revolutions there .
Our government leaders should be
reminded that Namibia, too, has undergone a peaceful democratic revolution .
Its success or failure will heave a critical impact on the chance for peaceful
change in South Africa itself.
Our government should also be encouraged to provide strong diplomatic
and political support to Namibia over
the return of Walvis Bay, and vigorously oppose South African military
and economic destabilization .
Strengthened economic and diplomatic sanctions against South Africa
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Addresses:
president

George Bush
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
His Excellency Javier Perez de Cuellar
Secretary General
The United Nations
New York, NY 10017
The Honorable
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510
The Honorable
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515
Namibian Church Leaders:
Dr . Abisai Shejavali, General Secretary
Council of Churches in Namibia
P.O. Box 41, Windhoek, 9000
South West Africa/Namibia

Bishop James Kauluma
continue to be an effective way of Anglican Church, Diocese of Namibia
demonstrating our opposition to apartP.O. Box 576, Windhoek 9000
heid .
South West Africa/Namibia
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Urge your elected officials in Washington to support strong American
backing for independent Namibia . Your
prayers and letters of support to Namibian church leaders are also needed.
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Bishop Kleopas Dumeni
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Namibia
Oniipa, Private Bag 2018
Ondangwa 9000
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