
. CIRCULAR LETTER TO SUPPORT GROUPS FOR THE .
LI ,'ERATll·NeMOVEMENTS: IN:,lTHEL p. RTUGUES'E,::COLONIE'S

JULY, 1972: t : '

CHICAGO. CO~,IrrEE FQ. \.T~e

LIBERAtIO~f' 'OF ANGOLA',' MOzJ\M'-
BIQUE ~p GUINE (~<;~~'GJ' -
2546 N Halsted t ',,'. ~

.¢hicago ~ Ill. ~Q~~4"r'
:3ti-348-3370 .....
: ~ I.,

Since the:Easter;·C;onfeience. 'we 'have 'reen'invblved rn t~6(-:rn~jor actions·:
. ' . :. ~. :: ~ ". . i (_: 1'; ~.

l)In April a representative of PAIGe, Gil Fernandez, visited the Chicago area. We were
involved in setting up speaking e~gag,emE!.nts ~~d meetings w~.~ ,key .,~ro~ps ...i.~ ~~~; ~~. =,;.~e f(.'~
'hope h~:~:w\il1 b·e:·m~ack. ag·airi;"in:,:the.·St·ates·'in:th'e::Pa.ll. ~\~e :'!-e'lt a 200d ;recepti,Qn,t.O his
visit:,. ev~n:ion th .' da.yg-··;n'o'tice. \~~.

2}; :In·;,,,. Y.,,;w~·· ~oo~i-natedjthe ,sh.ow'ing or "Benlnet ~n'e 'L1n'eS!; the excellent film made with
Frelimo. The copy belongs to Liberation Suppott Movem~nJ=l...an,~; wasp,art o(an a~diEf ::r.::::::.r
visual packet on Angola and Mozambique which was circul·at-eQ··to .sever·al other gr~s","-rn" ,...
an effort 't ·.rat· e men y ·for . printl h p for M.PLA" whiCh, "L~~1, is; p~ep*ing'i'~9: ~en" :.; .' ·'":1

Abi~Pt>~fQ;·.·~jcagOh:area'gtr~ups-~~':mostJ1Y"workers'~'d)"Bl~~~'~l~ighj:'sph'ool' '. st~~,~ri~~~ '.
I •. 3~. :. : .

.;',.' .J.". ~ .'. i ~. '.

....
Oth t - ,-t- ·'1 de I .... 'er ac ,1,VJ; ':l! ;l.nct 11 :':.: !:"', _ ~ .. i. '. '.': _ '.;" ..

1) S;~)Jl.~::'~meJll1)er:sd·dC),ing>resear~ch;.:.:'C)n·Continental '1 llin~~s:~.'.B~k (wh~ch .has, ,ag,re.~~ ..,t6..~,.JPi; .
,tP~·; $pu~<Afri(c:an;gavernment·\"$4·8.6 milli'on, to .purchase; General rw10tol"S' locomoti'ves, to

odernize the railways).

2) Literature distribution through the New"Wrld:)Re~iurce Center, i~ whi~h'~e :~qpe;r te
with other anti~imperiali5t~'gt"··Up~.. !·~(se~r·!:iiterature list enclosed)': '

"
3} S~V r. 1 '.. ' 1's : attended)ther~e6ri£er 'rice"of' the North ~;'Ameri~'anl::Ant _,_li, ri lis·t "
C ~l~~i ,n -"ndJu~y ~ whiQh:~was \held :iii Color~o. The', Af~ic~' C·UCU5..·· !of·the·JC9~~iti n,?:
decid ·~ol.workT, f O per tiv ~lY;'!on:,rarsi'ng :':ds'''fdr<~~e prii1t~.~'. :.pre~s for ~tP4A,'~'!J.nd
5 nding,·a·: 1t. achel'-.. 'echiti:cian:!ito·(trai-n.·Jcadre. ",:11: ,".1 ,".' .. ' . ,

;~. t .' .

.• . '. -.' •. _~ _ _ ,- j \. ;l

1) Preparation of a political stance, an articulation 'of how Southern Africa relates to
the world-wide imperialist sys~em, support work as an anti-imperialist action, and our

wn group and individual action, specifically in relation to the struggle in the Port
uguese·colonies. We will also re-evaluate our on-going structure and membership.

2) We are working on reproducing a button (lapel pin) for the Organization of Angolan
\'1 en; (OMA) 'of !\1PLA, to be sent to them" wi th some being used outside Angola '(Europe and
N rth ~erica) to raise money'and' as a propaganda tool. We would like to distribute them
to your groups. Please let us know· how many you want·. We till take responsibility for
sending the money to OMA. (25¢ each)

3) Preparation of an "Africa Day"conference, to be held in October, in cooperation with
the United Front Against Imperialist (a local Chicago coalition). It will be an education
al day, culminating in a b nefi t for the Org nization of Angolan tVomen and launching the
button' sale~ , We hope this will be a means of involving local w men"'s groups in '·the anti-
i perialist struggl ~

Events' to Note
1) '.,
1) On May 27, adem nstration of 20,000 Black Americans t ok place in Washington, D.C.
in· su rt of, the 5 uth rn African lib ration m vements, and in oppos'iti' n to ·U.S. p licy
in th'at· rea. Simultane us dem nstrati ns· took place in San Francisc " T r nt· " an
the·C ri ean.· This·was the first m n stration of this size, and,repres nts .turnin



2)

(2) -In J~~~!"",~;.~ J\~~~'.Cf;~ :~.~:~~·~.~~lxf§roup notified us that they havedecided to disband, and
to re-group into ~~¥:: ~.~~~,~t:iPn,s of work. A new group led by Black Americans will be
,taking other~".,f:~~,;r..fi·~e?:),,~,;,~.~t~rnational contacts, and research - located in New York '
I(name and address nq:~:::. y.et;:;,av:<:l~~~~able). Some, of the white members of ARG will be working
'on more local issues in Boston, using their ·:a.nti-imperialist research skills in new ways. ,
They will communica~~q:~9~~t ~p.J)fs~~Ja4~ r~ason6·.i for,,' change to t t.heir~)·interflat'iorial;·~ .
contacts ,so we will not elaborate.

3)~)~he.pp~t 9~l. Bon~q&6·fis,.<;qn~in~ing'iian~!:·needs:a.Htb~~lintern~tiOna~,.;~~~p'of~(~~r~1i~·:
get •.~~~~ ~ec;Itp~~ ;~~ ...~~h~, .. J:,~nd ~e~tlng tOJgl'Ve'') ·upport·>to·!th :~Boyeottnby IdC3:1~':~ct16hs,:H

where appropriate. The Boycott comm~ttee would appreciate.aTi1:i~ewspapet:1pUtilfeitYVar·

notices of actions. Address: GulFBoycott Coalition, 123 DV Station, Dayton, Ohio ~.54Q6)., ..

SuggestiQJl§; ,bor q:Ne'f~ E~Jier i~Con~~renQ~:'

Although '~: L' 'u~,4" J;\ ;4j,~_A¢.ul t £:011' :~Jl't!h ~eri:.can;grouPS-I'l1ra;)sendr·epr ·sI~Jl~21'tfon(1··aef,(;-y~ClI> ..
~e hope that ,~.~~~,;~~ ,grouR~ (-\fi:,11 :~0.Ql)lt.iIntae r~tOil rUe ;. invirted ;( I.and i'l that! \)amongs:! r;o'~~:'e'lvb!s ~.; :,. : :' ..:U dt

one or two peoples would be selected (perhaps on a rotating group basis) ~o r~p~e~ent

the various groups here. In our immediate area, we would suggest il)t?l·ti1ifg ..,tha":~£~ll!o\drlg,~~~~.'
groups f~b;~,ch:.,:.:h;~et':~}}pwn (P.<flt:.tV~,1)s~p(?:rt;if~;ll, .1M,9,LA:;' ~rFTedii)ml:" ;.~ and rp;fti·IGC: :·:froifti ian, aitfiLimpefi)il i,s.t
stance: I,'~ j , .... , . ,

.Black 'Workers Congress (Detroit, Mich., and ,Gary, Indiana~

African Ame~ican' &olida~ity Committee (Chicago)
'>J rMa~'?9p. .,A:fe~. IComm~itt.~e,.~AA,~:'·So,~;th~.~:n-'5Afl1.i!Ca.: (Madison!t' ::\1-isa.ons·in[}r ..

We would suggest fewer pf'enaries, and more workshop's" dealing both wi th i terns of theory. "
~nd practic~:.; l:~~.ftHJte ,c~n\ q·~'~ .. ,~;cP.qmp~~J1h-fW :~nt ~ :,grnup,;'of: !?5.; pebp:t.e" 'especialrt··'~he~:··c~r·tain! ',:'
individual~,/g'rpHPs!, ~~nd -:'i~9' ;q~:rfl~fl51t~, ~J1.£i,:~d·}~rcus.s.iIQn!.)~. ;It would>be'.. fbettetdi1:o~ 'ha,r~ "smarler: ! ~";",

~orking ~t?UP~~~ .~.'P p~?b le,m~'~f ~~p. co~~ .~~~k'f !,·t:rit9 :':,tlfe :plenn~·y .:.to 'lJlake: .,~ectgions/~~bt .. share~ :':
findings. \'le tn ink that more coordinated actions) ':(c'arnp'aign's t"; .resear~hl~'~ ::et·c )r) fCoit~ld ..'b~~ ;
planned at the conference, ann more commitments made to follow-through. Perhaps more of
structure needs to be dlWeloped, and some kind of "rnembership"so that groups _fe~l.t.iIio't.e?_~·~..~:
of a commitment to do what they say they will do.



!PORT O~ THE"EASTER CONFERENCE"
Lund, Sweden, April 1-3, 1972
by Eileen Hanson

The Easter Conference was the third annual meeting of Western European groups
sup orting the liber'ation movements ,in the Portuguese comonies of Africa - ~1PLA, FRELIMO,
and PAIGC. For the first time this year, four North American groups were invited: .
Committee for a Free: Mozambique and Africa Research Group (not attending; Liberation
support Movement (represented·by Don Barnett) and Chicago Committee for the Liberation
of Angola, Mozambique and Guine (represented by Eileen Hanson). Twenty-seven western
European groups were rep esented, out of ~O invited groups.

The liberation movements each sent two representatives: FRELIt.10 - Oscar 1onteiro
and Janet 1ondlane; PLA - AntoniO Neto and Manuel Jorge; PAIGe - Onesimo Silveira and
Fernando Cabral.

The purpose was to learn about the progress in the liberation movements;' to
discuss mutual problems and exchange ideas, information, strategies, ·and experiences;
and to improve communication and cooperation among support grou~s, and between the
support groups and the I-be ation movements

General
I.

II.
III.

format: (highlights of discussion follow)
Discussion on Africa
A. Reports of the libe ation movements
B. Portugal
C. Neo-Colonialism in Africa
D. South African lmperlalisrn

~ Discussion of Principles of Anti--imperialist work
Practical cooperation: working groups
A. Material Aid
B. Propaganda and information
c. Campaigns: - EEe/NATO

- Coffee, Gulf, etc.
D. Study and research
E. Coordination and comrnunicatipn

I. DISCUSSION ON AFRICA
A. Reports from the liberation movements

1. FRELI~40:

The struggle in Tete has been very successful, has extended over the whole province. Access
roads to Cabora Bassa are cut off, sabotage on railway lines continues (11 trains blown
up in 5 months between Beira and darn site). Civilian population suffers heavily from
increased Portuguese repression, especially close to dam site. South African and Rhodesian
forces also concentrated in area.

The political consciousness pf the population in Tete is very' high, due to a long
history of extreme exploitation (f r ..: ;.,:~!'1 labor to S.A. and Rhodesian mine$', plantations <?f
Portuguese). CiviliaT' population is successfully usin~ nick-axes on the· newly-paved.~...roads
which the Portuguese have ~ laid in an- -eff.ort to stO!1 F~el ..im.Q fr0J!l_~~ roads. ~_'.' __N'~'"

In the liberated areas there is em hasis on consolidat'i'on, development and political
education. The liberated areas are a result of the struggle on the economic, military and
political level. A free Mozambique is being built according to the concrete situation of th
country and the popular character of the war. The medical situation has improved, but more
supplies are greatly needed. Production is increasing, a key factor in the struggle. New
crops and methods of cultivation are being developed.

International aspects: the large imperialist powers are lining up more solidly
behind Portugal (eg. US agreement on Azores; Western Germany, France and Britain supplying
more arms to Portugal). However, international solidarity with RELIMO has also increased.



relirno delegations have visited several countries. IT IS IMPORTANT THAT THE THREE
LIBERATION MOVEMENTS ARE RECOGNIZED ASTHE SOLE REPRESENTATIVES OF THEIR RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES.

CONCERNING MATERIAL Al~i):

In OuJL .6tJtuggfe the humanlia.JvLan and "noble"Mpec:t6 ( i. e.. non-millilVty) cannot
be d.l6«nguL6he.d nJtom the milliaJtfJ and vA.-alent Mrec;U. cJUIt .6btugg!e. ~ a eoheJle.nt one, and
6ull commli:tment JA ne.ce6.6aJttj to obtain v~doJt~!. Suppoltt gJtOUp.6 mLL6t wOILk to ie..6-6en the
cLt6tincLtoYl. betwe.en "human,{;taJtian"and "non-human,{;taJL,[an"Mpec:t6 06 the .6btuggle. WUhout
6igh:ting theJte. would be no .6ehoot6, no hol, plia.Lb, no econom~c. development .in the UbeJtated
aJte.M. G!LOUp.6 and govettnmen.t6 .6hoLLtd be uJtged to give. dbteetly to the. UbeJtation move~

mettU M lte.pfteA enta.tiv~ 06 the pe.ople., a.nd not thJtough .6 e.c.ondevty c..hannw (eg. OAU,
wee, neighbalLing c.oun..tJUe6). The C.OYLCJtete. action on .6UppoJtt gftOUp.6 .6how.6 that the. move
menU aJte not 6~ghting white. people., but the whole. ~peJtia1Mt -6tj-6tem tlvtoughout the
woJtid.

2. PAIGe
PAIGe is entering a new phase of the struggle. The 6wt PopLLtaJt dec;tion6 60Jt

a National A.6.6embltj wilt be held .in a 6e.w weeb.,6. S;"gnifi,tcanee:
- need to cJteate .6oeial and poWA,c.al in6WutuoYL6 60IL people c.an eXeJLwe

elementaJtlj demoCJtatic JU..ghU
- N.A. wilt an6weJt polilieai and ,tn6Wu:tLonal pJtob Rem.6
- NA wilt ad lt6 oftgan 60ft a. nJte..e. -6tate.; wilt 6ac.,.LU;tate in;(:Vtnational ILeeogtU;Uon

The Military struggle is now centered against the ur~,n areas. Attacks on Bissau in
June, 1971, were militarily indecisive, but were psychological and strategic uictories
for PAIGC. Civilian populations are now organized to defend their own villages in case
of attack. PAIGC organization exists in the towns, and there is free communication
between cells in Bissau and the headquarters. Recently PAIGC was able to set free a
Guinean (Conakry pilot who had been captured by the Portuguese and ,impris'Qned in
Bissau since 1969. Spinola (Portuguese commander) recBntly went to Ca~e Verde Islands, and
there is a possibility that the Portuguese might move their air-bases and military,
command from the mainland to tl1e islands. ,

Cape Verde: the struggle is more difficult there, because of logistic resons.
But there has been great political advances, with many Cape Verdians fighting w~th ,PAIGe
already. Western interests have increased, with POl-tugal trying to convince the western
world that the islands are "strategic"for NATO interests. South Africa, Rhodesia,
Brazil and recently France have called for the Cape 'erdes to be "saved~ thus admitting
that Portugal cannot keep control of the mainland. But PAIGe stands for the liberation
of Guine and Cape Verde.' Any talk of l1egotiations without Cape Verde is propaganda.

The medical situation is improving, with 9 field hospitals, each with one doctor.
TThe use of herbicides has not yet begun, but PAIGC knows of the precence of Portuguese
spraying planes in BU$sau, and promises seve~e punishment if they begin to spread
depoliants.

3. MPLA
In this 11th year of armed struggle, and the 15th year since the founding of MPLA,

important successes have been re~ched. Portugal has suffered serious defeats on the
political level. Thereis vigorous opposition \\Tithin Portugal. The "fourth front"has
been opened up in this anti-colonial war within Portugal.

Catetano is fooling nobody wi thi his plan for "a~tonomy", it is a last desperate'
attempt to hang onto the colonies. Agostinho Neto said: "The proposal of autonomy
is of no use. Modification in the administration structures and new methods mn the produc
tion and distribution of material goods are merely palliatifs which solve nothing."

Military progress: The enemy has not been able to organize any offensive oper
ation during this year's dry season. Enemy troops have been forced out of many barracks.
a sixth region - Huila and Cunene - has just been opened in the far Southwest of Angola,
strategic because of the new Cunene dam project.

~10re than 500,000 Km2 are under ~1PLA control, with a pOTJulation of 1 million.
Herbicides are being used against the people in the third !~gion, ,in Bi8 ~nd Lunda~ .
Problems of food and'transportation are considerable. Health services are being imp~ove~.



ESTER CONFERENCE, page 3

Agricultural cooperatives have been formed, and new schools created. .
Agostinho Neto pointed out: "'<)uppoJU: 6Jtom ablLoad .i6 an ,impoJttant 6ado!l in ouJt..

.6t1luggte. In Jtec.ent tjeaM the ~n;teJtnct:Uona1.. -6u.ppo~ 60ft oUlt people'.6 htJtuggle hal, inCJleMed.
PJlacLidng an independent poUc.y oUlt movement J..l, not -6uboJtdinated to the poUcy 06 a.ny
otheJt countJty OIL bloc On c.ountJLlfU. Be.q.atL&e. 06 thA.h Un.'e we aJte. able to mMn:ttU.n 6JU..endltj
Jtela:tiOn6 wUh di~6eJtent countJt~eA .in the woJL£.d, both -6oua1.Jl,t and c.apUalMt. One 06 the
plLindpte,6 gtUd~ng OUlt Jtelct:UoYL6wUh atheIL coun:tJU.el> an.d polli.ieai.. olLgayuzmoVL6 .i6 that
eac.h one Jte6pec.U the otheJt' ~ independenc.e and JUgltt to 6oUow the Itoad .6u.Uab!e 60lt the
de6enc.e. 06 the A.-YLteJLe1>U 06 theUt Jte6pec.t~ve peopte6."

B. PORTUGAL (from a paper by Eduardo Perreira)

- increasing emigration from Portugal to rest of Europe, widdening gap between the ind~s-

trialized and agricultural sectors
- about 30% investments come from USA
- US loan (Azores) important because Portugal needs gold reserves to cover arm imports
- Britain has said it is willing to provide the same a~unt as the US loan, so as not to

lose its place in Portugal's economy
- 15-20,000 African (90% Cape Verdians) have bean imported to work in Portugal

(articles in Africasia~ Jan 1972)
- provides cheap labor
- removes dissidents from the colonies
- trying t;o show Portugal is "non-raical"

c. NEO-COLONIALSIM (from a paper by Peter ~feyns)

- most African countries belong to the imperialist sysem, although in some' the anti~

imperialist forces a~e stronger than in others (eg. Tanzania, Zambia, Guinea-C,
Congo-B) .

liberation movements have policy of peaceful co-existence and non-interference
in the internal affairs' of friendly neighboring countries. However, their presence
helps strengthen the anti-imperialist forces '

- necessary to recognize that the contradictions remaining within these countries represent
a permanent potential threat to the hinterland of the liberation struggle in
Angola, ~~ozambqieu and Guine.

D. SOUTH AFRICAN IMPERIALISM
- the "outward policy"of the Nationalist government is imperialistic
- need to extend trade and other African countries, need for markets and so~rce of cheap

labor.
- the collapse of the Portuguese colonialism does not mean the libeation of the rest of

Southern Africa.

II. DISCUSSION OF PRINCIPLES OF ANTI-I~1PERIALIST VrORK
- why do we support the liberation movements?
- how do we see their struggles as part of a world-wide struggle against imperialism1
- what is the relationship between theory and action?

These questions were raised for the groups to respond to. Unfortunately, the groups was
too large for a very meaningful discussinn. Some groups/individuals did not want to~get

into this disc~ssion; others were not prepared for it.

- Some groups see their 'work primarily as solidarity work, limited to Southern Africa,
with the goal of developing a mass movement against apartheid and colonialism. Others
see the moyements in South~rn Africa as part o~ a world-wide anti-imperialist 'struggle.
One problem hindering development of an anti-imperialist movement is that people in the
l'lest 'are notpoliticized. Also, capitalist countries (eve so-calied "progressive capitalist
countries") are seeking a neo-colonial solution to the struggle in Southern Africa. Some
Western countries will support anti-colonialist wars, but not anti-imperialist.
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Short papers on the principles of anti-imperialist work were presented by LSM and the League
Against Imperialism (Berlin). (available on request)

No agreement was reached on theoretical issues. Principles were not clearly articulated
in most groups, and were set down as "the correct line" by others. Therefore, it was
difficult to come to a fruitful discussion. However, most groups are by definition
actively working against imperialism in Southern Africa. Therefore, it can be assumedt~a~

a 1 have some underlying "world view" or reasons for what they're doing. Hopef~11y this
discussion will be continued in the future, with more groups asked to prepare papers.

III. PRACTICAL COOPERATION: l~ORKIN~ GROUPS

A. MATERIAL AID (my group, therefore the most complete report)

(summary of statement by FRELIMO rep)
Survey

1.
2.
3.
4.

s.

of non-mi Ii tary aid needed from l\featern countries:
Education: school supplies, clothing food
He'ltb: medicines, equipment, special food, clothing
Social welfare: food, clothing, equipment

conomic development: agricultural equipment, clothing, fishing nets, hooks,
seed, transport vehicles

Information and propaganda: paper, films, ink, printing press

In all categories,CASH is needed for transport, subsidy of workers to administer aid,
and emergencies, and also for major construction projects.

- Problems of receiving material aid faced by the movements:
1. the economic situation in Africa, particular problems of host countries
2. transport from port of entry to liberated areas, poor roads are extremely hard

on transport vehicles; inside liberated areas all goods are carried on foot
3. administration and. control of aid: nlanning done once a year, limitation on

amount of control that can be exercised, difficulty in finding personnel with
adequate training to administer aid

4. many kinds of equ8ipment cannot be purchsed locally and movements are obliged
to get materials from aborad

**** s. materials should be of the BEST QUALITY - pporly made things wear out too fast
in the difficult conditions (eg. one good radio is betcer than 2 mediocre ones)

- Types of aid-,giving agencies:
1. Governments: (4 Western government give direct aid - Sweden, Norway, DenmApk,

and Netherlands): massive material aid - clothes, food, medicines, construction
materials, vehicles, school supplies, agricultural equipment. Governments are
inflexible, however, and aannot respond to emergecy needs.

2. International Organizations: (eg. U'.N'., Churches) - more fluidity, some give
money directly, other only materials. Often bureaucratic. Important that these
organizations deal directly with the liberation movements.

3. National Organizations trade unions, foundations,sp~cial funds

4. Support Groups: most fluid group, can be asked to aid in emergencies, rapid
contact with the movements. These grours vitally important for putting pressure
on governments and other organizations on national level. Important in educating
public about movements, shaping public opinion about the wars.

Some governments and organizations refuse to send money because of a fear it will be used
to buy arms. However, weapons and ammunitions are r,eceived in kind', FRELI~10 does not buy
~eapons: Last year the non-miiitary section of FRELIMO (~1ozambique Institute) had to
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Comment from PAIGe rep: difficult to make distinction between military and non-military
aid. School children have weapons to defend themselves from attack. Everyone is a
soldier; no army, but only "armed civilians". No distinction is made between military
and civilian status. Support groups can also help by paying expenses for movement rep
resentatives in their countries or regions.

- Suggestions for work of suoport groups:
1. act as pressure groups on governments, union, churches, foundations
2. reach people in key positions
3. work on political parties sympathetic to movements
4. always work to have aid given directly to movements
5. understand the needs and difficulties of the movements
6. understand the home situation in which you work, evaluate what is possible to

do within your countries
7. remember that things change - keep working on potential sources of aid
8. present a true picture of the movements as _representatives of the people and

stress that they should have relations directly with other governments
9. support groups should a6t as liaison with national groups - contacting them

and putting them in touch with thei liberation movements; know the organizations
and what they do.

- Possible sources of aid:
1. factories ( used equipment)
2. hospitals (out-of-date instruments, equipment, bedding, blankets - could be

arranged through sympathetic doctors and nurses)
3. public auctions, government sales, army surplus

- traasportation:
1. 1PLA and the Polish authorities have an areernent to ship materials from Poland to

Tanzania, free of charge. (about once a month) Groups could send goodsto Poland
and thus get free shipping. MPLA rep was asked to investigate if this service
cffitld be extended to the other movements.

2. The French group proposed that they would coordinate a campaign to fill a ship
(from a socialist country), which would stop at many different European ports
to pick up material aid for the three movmenes. A big campaign could be made
of it. Several tactical and security problems were raised.

It was decided that the movement reps would send out some guidelines for materials aid
to all the groups.
It was decided that the groups doing support work would write up some tactics and procedures
of successful projects to circulate to the other grouns.

*****,6uggulioYl 60ft No/tth AmeJtic.an. gJtou.p.6: CASH dona.,UoYU> (AJoutd be maJte pita-meat than
mate.JL.ial goocL6 bec.aU6 e 06 high .6h~pp~ng eo.6u. ~1oneJf could be JtaL6ed and .6ent to a
thiJtd eoun:tJttj (eg • .in EUltope) to p!t..u.c.hMe and .6end good6 (peJthap.6 v~a the PoWh .6h.ip).
Tha6 we could c.omb.ine e6 now wah otheft .6u.ppoJtt gftou.p,6 0 n a c.ommo n pita j ec:t.

B. Propaganda and Information

It was decided that one person or group in each country/region will receive information
regularly from the movements (es~ecial1y emergency communiques), and distribute to other
groups in that country/region. (LSM WILL BE THE GROUP FOR NORTH AMERICA - Canada branch)
This will facilitate rapid and steady flow of information, encourage quick response, and
increase national cooperation

- liberation movements were asked to take up the question of films, and urged to recommend
those which reflect the political position of the movements. This would help suppprt
groups in selecting films to buy and promote.
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- FRELIMO asked groups to help distribute their new record,"Mozambique Revolution", and
a new frelimo button (all available from the Dar office)

e. Campaigns

..~ 1. NATO/EEe

IATO: - Angola Comite has a revised edition of"Nato and Portugal", in English (order
through New World Resource Center/Chicago; or LSM/Canada)

- increasing NATO support for Portugal
- Portugal is largest received of Puma helico~ters, an official NATO project
- need to put pressure on whole NATO machine
- need to trace origin of weapons caputred by the movements
- push for statements in parliaments/congress against use of NATO arms in Africa
- countries giving support to lib movements should be urged to push for isolation of

Portugal
- action at NATO ministerial conference in Bonn, May 1972, is being planned
- need for campaigns in France and North America; need to devise ways to stop

shipments of arms.

EEC~- Portugal is actively seeking membership, asking for privileged position
- Portugal's economy is already integrated with EEC countries

Portugal seeking separate relations fo Angola and Mozambique ~. within EEC
- groups from countries already in EEC will be working on this via governments,

opposition parties, trade unions, etc.
- Angola Comite will send out report on what they know to date

2. Other Campaigns

Cabora Bassa: Siernans (W. German) may withdraw, campaigns continue in Britain, West
Germany, Sweden, Switzerland

Cunene: W. Germany has withdrawn a guarantee for a uranium prospecting project in Namibia
need campaigns in Germany and France

~offee: the international coffee agreement is up for renewal in 1973. Research going to
be done (ACOA/NY and Angola Comite) on possible action against Angola coffee

Gulf: The conference voted to give support and assistance to the Gulf Oil Boycott
! taking into account specific situations in different countries.

p, Research and Study

~ need for analysis of economic, educational, technical, and military problems in Portuguese
colonies

- need to share research in progress and that already published
·-·need for more study of imperialist powers in Southern Africa, and class struggle within

imperialist countries
it was decided to produce a detailed bibliography and list of research to progress. One

group in each country should collect and distribute at next Easter conference.

E. Coordination

it was decided that each group would prepare a circular letter three times a year (June,
Qctober, February) and send to the other groups. Letter should focus on materials aid
projects (aims, strategy, success or failure)-, political actions, other information.
- groups are urged to send clippings and news items to "Facts and Reports" (Angola Comite)
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:EVALUAT ION

Jhe main benefits from attending the conference are 1) factual information gathered which
could be useful in North America, 2) making direct contact with other support groups,

~ ith possibilities of more cooperation on an international level, 3) better contact with
the 'Liberation Movements, their programs and needs.

pnfortunately the conference did not achieve the kind of unity of principles and commitment
,0 common action that one might have hoped for. Ideological and national barriers seemed
to prevent this from happening. Hopefully future conferences \'li 11 lead to more concrete
cooperation. I was disappointed that more international project/strategies did not emerge.
;ore time should be been spent in small working groups - either on theoretical discussion
pr strategies. We are a long way from achieving real practical cooperation, even among
~roups which are fairly similar in outlook. -

Nowever, there is now a network of communication set UP - among groups and between the
movements and the support groups. It is up to us to make the best use of these channels.

Even though all groups were from Western countries, it was cJ " -.::~ that our national situations
3re very different. We in North American face the most difficult problt'~ ,,}fJ a government :
~learly committed to the maintenance of the status quo, a public uninformed or mis-informed
about the liberation mCVfmeDts, and an internal race contradiction which we must deal with.
~owever, this makes whatever support and public opinion we can raise even more essential.
~ooperation with Western European groups can help us see more c.carly the international
pature of the imperialist structure ( the U.S. has lots of help in this area!), and can

J e1p us to realize the necessity for international support for the liberation of Southern
frica and the defeat of imperialism.

n relating to future conferences, I think it is important for North American support
groups to be represented. However, the financial burden is too large for each group to
~ear, given our smallness. Therefore, I would suggest that groups alternate in sending
jepresentatives (maybe two groups each year), and that the other groups help in raising
~~he necessary travel money. (the next conference will probably be in Britain)
.~~

also feel the necessity for the North American groups to cooperation more fully on a
~egional level. Perhaps the NAAIC fconference this summer will provide that opportunity.
We might consider meeting a day before or after to be sur{.:\ 'Ale ~'\a'!e enou.gh time together
,"'5 Africa support groups. At present our links are primaL ily:' pe~sonJ.lones - through
years of association. But with nffiv people and new groups beoonomig involve, we might
~'hink of something similar to the "Easter Conference"on a North A'TICl ican level. However,
'his need to be done carefully, with renresentation by invited grouDs, rather than a
mass meeting (a la Washington) in which~ little concrete work can be~ dO~3.

Eileen Hanson
Chicago Committee fOT the Liberation

and ATlgola, Mozambrllqu.e and Guine

P.s. Decision about the next Easter Conference, 1973:
(after a L-o-n-g debate)

1) The Finnish Committee will contact the Afro-Asian Solidarity Committeesin the socialist
countries to discuss their interest for a common conference and thei~ views on an agenda
2) Proposals should be sent by all support groups; the British commitees take responsibility
fpr summarizing results and making conference proposal, at Easter 1973 or later. A condition
for a successful conference is the full cooperation of all groups ..
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