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The following interview was recorded on March 6, 1977 by 
the ZSC. Many events since have made some of the 
answers a bit outdistanced by events, but they contain 
much that is very important. 

Q. What are the most important developments on 
the diplomatic front? 

A. I think that the most important development was that 
the Front Line States have resolved to support the 
Patriotic Front. And their support was reinforced by the 
Organization of African Unity-Liberation Committee. This 
is very useful, because now the support can be channeled 
directly to the organizations that are fighting in the 
country. 

Q. What appears to be the strategy of the new Carter 
Administration? 

A. The new Carter Administration has an economic 
"solution" which is very injurious to our revolution. In 
other words, the Carter strategy is to establish a 
neo-colonialist government in Zimbabwe. We are anti
neo-colonialist, and therefore we are definitely against 
that strategy. . 

Q. Does South Africa look as if it will push Smith, or is 
there a possibility that it will intervene as the war heats 
up? 

A. South Africa is not going to push Smith at all. In fact, 
I wouldn't be surprised if the South African army may be 
slowly being filtered into Rhodesia to support Smith. 

Q. Is there any evidence of this 80 far? 
A. There are rumors. But Vorster has told the Carter 

Administration that he was not going to "twist Smith's 
arm" . 

Q. Has Smith had any success in his "internal settle
ment' '? For example has ANC or Sithole responded to his 
overtures? 

A. I don't think they have. He cannot have any success 
at an internal settlement, at this point, because these 
organizations don't have any real support. They do have 
support of the bourgeoisie, but they are a minority 
compared to the 77% of the peasants or rural population 
who are solidly behind the liberation movement. 

Q. How do you evaluate Smith's announced plans to 
change some of the discriminatory legislation? 

A. Smith is trying to lure most of the Africans into 
thinking that he is definitely in the mood for change. And 
he can then say, "Give me time. I am trying. Given the 
time, we will be able to make the required changes." But 
they are coming too late and they are offering too little. 
Twenty years ago those reforms would have been very 
useful, but today they are too outdated. Especially if you 
realize that the ZANU position is that land is a free gift of 
god and we are fighting to liberate the land and deliver it 
to the people. We are not going to buy it off the settlers. 
That is against the fundamental policy of ZANU. 

Q. How do you evaluate the various atrocity stories 
attributed to ZIP A in the western press? 

A. First of all, the reporting itself is v;ery racist, 
because, the murder of seven missionaries-I'm sure ies 
a tragedy - happened, but we cannot forget that in the 
same week there were forty African civilians who were 
murdered by the Smith regime, and there was no 
reporting on those forty. There was so much widespread 
reporting on the seven, simply because they were white! 
Secondly, the Roman Catholic Church as a whole, has an 
adverse relationship to the Rhodesian government, for 
two or three reasons. One reason is that the Catholic 
Commission for Justice and Peace compiled two booklets 
which exposed atrocities committed against the civilian 
population by the Smith Rhodesian forces, and the 
Rhodesian government was very displeased by that 
exposure. Secondly, the leader of this Commission, 
Bishop Lamont, wrote a letter to Prime Minister Ian Smith 
indicating that the Rhodesian government was illegal, and 
that therefore the Church should support the liberation 
movements, because they represented the majority 
aspirations of the country. And in fact he instructed all 
Catholic Mission stations to provide material support to 
the freedom fighters, in the form of medical treatment, as 
well as food or clothing. And then, because of this letter, 



Bishop Lamont was arrested and sentenced to ten years 
imprisonment. His appeal was to take place a week after 
this massacre of the missionaries. The Catholic Relief 
Services donated material support to the equivalent of 
$250,000 in the form of food, clothing and medicines last 
September. So we can see that the relationship between 
the Catholic Church and the freedom fighters is a friendly 
relationship. The freedom fighters would have no reason 
to bite the hand that feeds them. And at the same time the 
Rhodesian government would have every reason to try to 
sever this relationship, because the government will 
always try to discredit the freedom fighters so that they 
cannot get support from the masses or whatever other 
groups do give them support. It is also a well known fact 
that the Rhodesian army has Black soldiers who are 
Rhodesian; and some Black soldiers who were in the 
Portuguese army in Mozambique and Angola, and with 
these have set up special units, in fact they call them 
Selous Scouts. They are assigned to commit certain 
atrocities among the civilians. This one is only one such 
act. Because, from all accounts, this murder was 
committed by such units which is government sponsored. 
So that the murder was committed by the government 
itself, and not by the freedom fighters. 

Q. Can you explain briefly what role the USSR, as well 
as China and Cuba are playing in relation to the liberation 
struggle, either diplomatically, politically or militarily'{ 

A. You see, the concrete situation in Southern Africa at 
the moment has to be understood, in that the colonial rule 
is imposed and maintained by the western countries. 
Africa on the whole was colonized by either Britain, 
France, Germany or Belgium, and so forth. So that the 
struggle at the moment is for taking that colonial yoke off 
Southern Africa. And, that yoke is still maintained by Ian 
Smith in Rhodesia and Jon Vorster in South Africa, and all 
those who support them. Which is the western countries, 
with the United States as the major partner in that 
alliance. Now, I would group all these as belonging to the 
enemy camp: the Rhodesian government, the South 
African government and their supporters, the US, Britain, 
France, Italy, West Germany, and even countries such as 
Japan, Iran, Israel, Brazil, and Saudi Arabia which 
channel arms, are also in that one camp, the enemy camp. 
Then countries which support liberation movements 
would be the Organization of African Unity, which is 
comprised of almost all, if not all, of the African 
independent states. And then, the socialist countries. In 
that group you would find also the Soviet Union, China, 
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Cuba, and Eastern Europe and so forth. They are in the 
supportive camp. It is true that there are contradictions 
within this supportive camp. But we don't want to lose 
sight of the fact that the principal contradiction is between 
the Zimbabwean people and the enemy camp. 

Q. Could you talk some about any concrete latest 
developments in their roles? For example, it's known that 
the Soviet Union formerly only supported ZAPU. Do they 
now support the Patriotic Front or ZIP A, are they giving 
any aid, etc.? 

A. The OAU Liberation Committee has taken the 
position that all support should be channeled through 
them, and then transmitted to the liberation movements. 
And hence, the bilateral support has been minimized. I 
don't know if there is any really major bilateral support in 
terms of arms or so forth (from the USSR to ZAPU). There 
could be, but I think, by and large all support is going to 
ZIPA. 

Q. How is the Patriotic Front holding up, and what are 
its prospects? 

A. Yes, the Front is still holding very well; in fact, it has 
been able to hold longer than we expected. And we hope it 
will continue to hold out. The prospects of its staying 
together look good, particularly, as it is very likely that 
there will be another round of talks. And I'm sure that the 
Patriotic Front is willing to stick together. There are no 
indications that it is in danger, but then, you know, the 
whole situation in Zimbabwe is very fluid, and anythlDg 
can happen. . 

Q. How does ZANU evaluate itself in the Patriotic 
Front? For example, does it consider itself the vanguard 
party? And, in relation to that, how does ZANU want 
solidarity to be organized internationally? For example, is 
is sectarian for the ZANU Solidarity Committee to say 
"the liberation struggle led by ZANU" or have things 
changed enough to require us to say, "the liberation 
struggle led by the Patriotic Front"? 

A. I think, as of now, certainly ZANU is the vanguard of 
the liberation movement in Zimbabwe. And I think it is 
perfectly correct for anybody to talk of "the liberation 
struggle led by ZANU". I know a lot of people wouldn't 
like to say that because they consider that sectarian, but I 
think it is correct to say facts as they stand. We are very 
happy if our partner ZAPU can escalate fighting, you 
know, we like anybody who is willing to fight. In fact, it is 
through sharing in the struggle, through fighting 
together, sweating it out that we can even have a more 
real unity, because then we will have the same goal, the 
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same direction. And I can hope that maybe such a time 
will come. But, at the moment, from all accounts, ZANU is 
the spearhead, is the spearhead of the liberation 
movement. And it would be correct for support 
committees to do more to support what ZANU is doing, 
because to support ZANU is to support the cause of 
Zimbabwe, the Zimbabwean people. 

Q. From what you know, has Jason Moyo'. death 
weakened the radical sector in ZAPU? Or had any effect 
on the Patriotic Front? 

A. The death of Moyo was very tragic to us all. On the 
face of it it has weakened the radical element in ZAPU, 
since I think that he was most instrumental in bringing 
about the Patriotic Front and making it stick out through 
the trying days of Geneva. But on the other hand, if rank 
and file members of ZAPU saw that he was killed by the 
enemy because he was taking a radical position, then it 
must mean that that radical position is correct. In this way 
it may have strengthened the radical element. 

Q. What is the significance of what hu been reported in 
the western press as the recruitment of ZAPU army, or is 
it recruitment in the name of the Patriotic Front and 
ZIPA? 

A. Well, as it was reported in the papers, it was that the 
children were recruited by ZAPU. And that they are going 
to join a ZAPU army. It has the effect that ZAPU is 
definitely building up a separate army from ZIPA. It also 
means that people in the country are very highly conscious 
now if 400 children can just leave as a bloc to join the 
liberation movement. It is also a sort of underscoring of 
the fact that the government seems to be somewhat weak, 
because 400 children - these are not really kids, you know 
some of them are high school boys and girls-they cannot 
be marched 10, 12, 15 miles by only 4 people if they were 
unwilling. If they were unwilling, they would have run 
away, some of them definitely would have run away. And 
then if they were also coming from a community which was 
not supportive I believe the community would have alerted 
the government. And the government would have done 
something. My belief is that there could have been some 
people anyway who indeed alerted the government. But 
the government is so weak now that we know of many 
cases where the government is alerted of such a thing, and 
they are afraid to go because of the ZIP A army which has 
scored over them so many times. 3 

Q. Since the release of ZANU political leaders from 
Zambian jails in October has ZANU as a political party 
undergone any political readjustments or selected a new 
leadership, etc., or are there any recent developments in 
the party? 

A. Well the release of the leaders and the High 
Commanders from Zambian jails has reinforced ZANU 
tremendously. So it definitely has gone through a new 
adjustment, renewed strength: at the moment it is just 
working so well, because of this renewed strength. 

Q. Militarily, many people expected more dramatic 
developments during this past rainy season. Have they in 
fact been happening, and simply suppressed by the 
Rhodesian and western press? or have the guerillas in fact 
met some setbacks such as the raids into Mozambique by 
Smith forces? 

A. Well, the guerrillas haven't met any setbacks at all. 
There have been tremendous successes by the freedom 
fighters, by the way. Although, of course, they are not 
reported by the western press. We know that Smith's 
forces will always report their very scarce successes , 
which are few and far between. But they do not report the 
successes of the freedom fighters. In other words they try 
to destroy the morale. But right now, I would say that 
easily three fifths of the country is literally under the 
control of the freedom fighters. 

Q. What are the immediate prospects on the military 
front? Is it expected that there will be a dramatic upsurge, 
or a slow accumulation of forces? The western press for 
example in several articles has shown its amazement that 
there has been no urban "terrorism" yet, etc. 

A. Well, it's not going to be dramatic, it's not going to 
be that dramatic. We don't intend to be that way. 
Whatever step we will take it wil be sure footed, and well 
planned. It is very important that we don't act as they 
expect us to act, otherwise we wil be falling into their trap. 
We know that the time is coming soon when we have to 
resort to the occupation process of cities. I do not see that 
we should play urban guerrilla. I think the cities should be 
taken by a definite process which is sure. You know, it has 
to be sure to win. 

Q. What are the main tasks that anti-imperialists and 
progressive people in the US can do to help the liberation 
of Zimbabwe? 

A. The number one task is exposing and opposing neo
colonialism. I know most of the progressive and revolu
tionary groups in the US do understand very well the 
difference between a colonial situation and a neo-colonial 
situation. But I think the majority of the people don't 
understand that. I see a lot of people very excited about 
the possibility of granting majority rule in Zimbabwe 
under moderate Black leaders. Which really means 
introducing a neocolonial government in Zimbabwe. A lot 
of people I meet are quite pleased about that. Now, as far 
as our effort is concerned, our goal will not have been 
achieved if we ended up with a neo-colonial government. 
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We are anti-neo-colonialist, and we have to accomplish 
that. ZANU's program, in terms of lessons we have 
learned elsewhere, is that we should accomplish this goal 
all at once. It should be the government of the people of 
Zimbabwe, and establish the system that we have 
ourselves to establish, that is socialism in Zimbabwe. It 
should be done all at once. So we are looking for the 
political support in that area, in an attempt to explain in 
some greater detail what is meant by neo-colonialism. I 
have a feeling that it is not understood. I am not 
underrating the intelligence of the people of the United 
States; most of them do understand. But probably it has 
not been clarified enough so that a lot more can appreciate 
that it is a just cause to fight against neo-colonialism, as it 

'NO' 

To Anglo-American 

Neo-colonialist 
Plans! 

Following is an excerpt from a speech by Robert Mugabe, 
Secretary-general of ZANU and co-leader of the Patriotic 
Front, given at the UN Conference on Southern Africa, 
held in Maputo, Mozambique, during the week of May 17, 
1977. 

We categorically say "NO" to the internationalization 
and Americanization of our situation. Our resistance to 
direct US participation in any Zimbabwe constitutional 
conference does not in any way stem from hatred for the 
Americans. On the contrary, Americans are not different 
from other people. There are some good as well as bad 
Americans, just as there are some good and bad people in 
any other society. Our opposition to direct American 
involvement in our affairs is that, by accident of history, 
we have been colonized by Britain. We did not like it, we 
still do not like it, and we will never like it. But we cannot 
change this reality, that Britain is the colonial power in 
Zimbabwe. As the colonial power, therefore, Britain alone 
is duty-bound to discharge its colonial responsibility, and 
not shift that responsibility onto the Americans and to 
other Western countries. It is not by any means suggested 
that in discharging this colonial responsibility Britain 
should not marshall support from or coordinate its 
activities with its allies. Britain is free to use American 
pressure, or pressure from any of its circle of friends. But 
this can only be done informally behind the scenes, but 
never formally, and should not appear at the conferen~e 
table. 

is a just cause to fight against colonialism, as it is just to 
fight against imperialism. It is very important for people 
to understand that and support the effort against 
neo-colonialism. 

Now the next, is of course, you know, the material 
support. Support for the freedom fighters themselves: 
they need material support, they need money, they need 
clothes, food. But also the civilians who fall victim in any 
military situation, they also need material support. 

And lastly, any way of information dissemination, any 
available information, if it can be disseminated to as many 
people as possible so that they know the concrete situation 
in Zimbabwe, know exactly what's happening, and so 
forth. 

Africons in Zimbabwe protest continuation of apartheid. 

If the current Anglo-American initiative on Zimbabwe 
should see the light of day, its sponsors should seriously 
be guided by the views of the Patriotic Front. The Patriotic 
Front's position is very clear. First, Britain must recognize 
that the Geneva affair is dead, that the death of Geneva 
also means that the ground-rules and the participants 'at 
Geneva have disappeared with it. The new British 
initiative must therefore have new ground-rules and new 
participants. And if it is to take place, it must be 
recognized that it is taking place at a stage when war has 
escalated. 

Secondly, Britain must recognize that Zimbabwe is at 
present engulfed in a war situation. The two parties are 
Britain, as the colonial power, and the Patriotic Front, 
representing the African masses. To solve this war 
situation, only the warring parties must come to an 
agreement. In this connection the British government 
stands on the one side and the Patriotic Front on the other. 
Britain must accept the reality that any constitutional 
conference is in reality a peace attempt, a peace 
conference involving the warring parties. 

Thirdly, there must be an unqualified transference of 
power. There can be no half-measures. The transfer of 
power must be complete and total. The people of 
Zimbabwe have not shed their precious blood for the last 
decade in order to achieve a false type of independence 

"that lends itself to manipulations by powers with vested 



interests. Finally, Britain must prove her capbility, indeed 
her determination, that, after the conclusion of a constitu
tional conference, she will implement the agreement that 
will have been reached. 

It is not our intention to discourage those who pursue 
peaceful means to resolve the Zimbabwean problem. We 
recognize their right and freedom to exercise their minds 
to make all necessary attempts. On our part, however, the 
fact that there is a war raging in Zimbabwe means any talk 
of peace must necessarily be talk of the war and of 
removing the very causes that have given rise to the 
existing conflict. 
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,Did Smith 
,men kill 
the priests? 

f'l'om DAVID MARTIN in Lusaka 
LEADINIG mcml;ers of th£'o 
Catholic Church in ~ 
Rhodesia are expressing 
serious douhts as to 

-whether a retired hishop. 
five nuns and five priests 
who have been murdered 
in recent' .weeks. were all 
killed by guerrillas, as Mr 
Jan Smith claims. 

A Cath,o lic Justice ,md 
Penee Cnml11is~ i oll ~ource in 
Salishlll'~' ~aid in a telephone 
"t"r"ie,.. )."t \\'t ' ,~k : . 11 i.s 

improbahlt'1h,11 the ~lIerrilla'i 
wOllhl ha\,(' ki ll f'd alI th~f' 
miss ionill'ies. You wI/uld be 
.wist, to nnrsuc the Qlle .. tinn 
.-ana. heliC\'c me. ~~ futur~ 
",ill prohllh'~' rmve ~ioa 
righ I.' 

/\spokcsniall for tIlt' J(,Sotl ,: 

Otdt''' . ttl ""t· IIi ''.11''':, "rie'," 
were kiUed ill the <lIIiKk on 
St Paul's :\'Iission 1I('ilr :\Ius. 
amI. 31l 1I1i1l'\ Jlurrlr'l'a,r 'Ii 
SlIlisburv. Oil 6 Fehruan. 

. said: 'Ii' r were you I wouid 
keel) 011 fishing.' 

'Poopll~ should let:1' .in 

open mind as 1\'(' do anout 
thefie claitns,' s<lid a spoke~· 
Ill,m f,,.. the Gw('lo clioc('~e in 
CeiuraJ Rhodesia. ",h(,1 l' tfw 
la~t rnUssiolldrv . :;I!·\'ear·nld 
Spalli~h·born 'Father .Ioo;e 
Rubio, was murdered on 
28 F ehnaary . 

Father Rubio wa~ drillJt~ 
from his car hv live .. rm~ 
men ncar Ban;:ala misSoion 
anll apparently hedtrll fO 

death. A young Atriean boY 
tl'ilVf'lIing with him wa~ lold 
to 1:0 i1wa~·. Tnl' C;wew. dio
(('Sf' ~pokesmaD Sol id the Mv 
Iii" 1101 know whNhcr t!'le 
!i\' (' ml'll wer('\ ~u('rrillil~ or 
nol. 

The unit is thought to have 
at least 400 men. with a ratio 

i of four bl<lcks to each white. 
: All the men are volunteer:'>. 

from regalar units, and the~ 
include British. American. 
G e r man and . . French 
soldiers. . 

Refugees 
massacred 

Their commil.nder. :\-Ia i.,,.. 
Ron Reid·Daly. denies thar 

, they JlO~ as ·guerrillas . But 
reliable sources in Salisbuo' 

. sa~ the Selous Scouts have 

. been responsible for raids 

.. into Mozamhioue, indudin2 
,one on N~azonia camp last 
; August when United Nations 
, officia Is SilV mor/' than 800 un· 
i armed Rhodc~ian Afl'iean 
'refu,t:{"'s w('rr massacred. 

All· but one of the prirsr,. 
10 whom I ~poke stre~sed tlut 
their African congregatioDs 
weft' cOllvinced thil>t th~ kil · 
lings were being c<lllTied out 
bv the Sel(JUs Scouts. .U1 

elite counter·in sur~eflCY unit 
formed in 1974. ' 

The Gwelo o ffici a I yid: 
• The African peoole fear lh" 
security iorces more than the 
guerrilias uecause of what 
the ~ecuritv forces do . Thet'1! 
is no doube' about that. Whm
ever tbe security forces ilP
pear they run away because 
thev know of all tlU' beatin£s 
and ki\lin~s that gtl,OIl.' 

The Selou$ Scouts h,ne re, 
rentl~' hcellconducting iI puo· 
lie r('lation~ exercise in aD .,. 
tempt tn combat c1"ims th-'lt 
tht,y killed the missiond.ri i>'s, 

On that occa~ion. while the 
unit was pullin~ back 3() 

. milClS to re·cross the Rhodes
ian border. 10 civilians whom 
they encountered wer e shot 
dead. One was a .. Spanish 
pri~t of the Bur!;os Order. 

Fifteen months "go in Sal· 
isbury a former senior officel' 
of the Rhudes ian Army told 
me cate~or i cally that the 
Selous Scouts were operating 
wrn.t are known as . pseudo 
gangs '-black troops dn~ssed 
in guerrilla un iforms and 
armed with captured 
weapons sent to kill civilians 
so that il would appear that 
the guerrillas were respons i· 
ble. 

Tbe Bishop nf Vmtali. the 
Right ReT. Donal Lamont. 
recenlly seutellced to a ~'\?ar's 
imrrisonment for iailin/i.: to 

.. . 
report the presence of guer· 
rillas. is another who ques- · 
lions the re~ime's claims. 
, Can we presume it was ,guer
rillas who killed them ?" he 
dsked in an interview . 

He recounted an incident 
i'.!\,l'oJving one of his priests: 
'I ' had a VISit from one of 
m~-I African clergy who repor· 
ted,thilt lie W<lS terrorised by 
European· memhers of the 
sectr.rity torces. They said to 
him: " ' '" ou'd beller watch out. 
One dead miss ionary· is as 
,DOd as a 100 dead terrorists 
lO us. t 

•• 

There a re ilH'xplicable 
..I,pects to all the missionary 
de'Hhs . The tirst 10 d i/' wa', 
the Ren~'I'eIHI "u\\'all <l , of t h e 
llnited :\I(,t hnd isl C:lUITh. 
who WII,; k il lt:d with hi~ wite 
i 11 cro~,tire hetween security
inr(l's alld /.:uerr illas, a com-' 

. lllun iquc said. But the magis
trate al the subseQuent In
(IUC'st noted that there had 
heen no • contact' in that 
.Ife;i on that day, 

On 5 December. the retired 
Bisbop of Bula'lV1lYO, Adolf 
SchRlirt. with Father Possenti 
We&garten. p.rincipal· of 

.5 

.5IPOLILO 

SINOIA 

A 
Regina Mundi' secondary 
5£hool at Lupane, and Sistet' 
1\{aria Fr·ancis van der Bergh, 
al~o of Regina Mundi, were 
stopped on the maio Victon·a 
Falls road, aiked for mone~ 
<lnd shot. Sister Ermenfried 
Knauer survived and said 
the lone gunman was a 
, tl! rrorj~t.' . 

A man ' wu subsequently 
captrored and was alleged to 
have · admitted killing the 
three Ciltholics and other 
peoplie. Si~ter Ermenfried. 
Cllul"dh . sources say, recog
nised :his p icture in a news
paper·.a~ the killer. But she 
was never asked to pick him 
out on an identity parade. 

The inan· was la t er trans· 
ferred no ViCtoria Falls and 
esca!)ed . from t he' police 
station ,1l.eJ'e- The Rhodesiart 
Herald wported [hat he had 
beed handcuffed and had I'!g 
irons fittet( in his c,~ll. On 
9 JilnUar)!~ when officers went 
[.) sene 11i~ breakfast, he 
burst past them. Leapt over 
nearbY J:ard!C'M hedges · and 
disappeared. . . 

On 6 Feb!jHary' at Musami 
mission four' nuns and three 
,lesuj[ priest!'> were ki\led OV 
a group of 1~ armed men . 
Father Dunstan Myerscougn 
survived arid; again. he said 
The k illers were' terrorists.' 

C<ltholic sources say Bi~tl'r 
Ermcnfried .and· Fat her 
:\Iyer~collgh both genuinel\' 
idcmilied the killers as • ter· 
ro r i:ll ts' because of the way · 
they were dressed and armed . 
BuI. <lnd this particularlv 
a,.,;1 li es to the Mus it m I 

mas~cre, Gome priests FI'td 
that it' can almost be rulE'd. 
out that the auacken were 
guerri lias. 

In the ca.'>c of the l\1u$ami 
mission a~ the murder of 
Bishop Schmitt, the sourCI! 
said the k illers did not be h a"1! 
like guerrillas, U~uall~. he 
~ajd, guerriUas ~ave t:\·l·W,t· 
nesses reasons for the k ill ;IIi:. 
for cxa.mple that t he vict im, 
were ('"ovNnDl('nt inf.ormer~ 
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