NOT FOR PURLIC READING
PIEASE DO NOT IEAVE LYING AROUND

Minutes of the Committee on Southern Africa

Nove 2., 1964 at 12 noon ti111 3:00 p.m. in Room 803
Interchurch Center

The Meeting started at 2150 p.m.

Ken welcomed Dr, John D, Tomlinson (DCLW, NCC), Dick Hull (Col. Univ.) Jim
Armstrong (Peace Corps trainee), Mary Dunsten and Jan Miller, Mike Kendel (GTS)
and Don Morlan as visitors to the meeting.

Gail Morland gave a review of the first half of "South Africa: T “%eus of S5
erate DE?ELQEEﬂHt"bF S. Pienegar and Anthony Sampson - pﬁEIIEEéﬂ"E? e nEfifaE=
of Race Relations in Great Britain gfter a hugh and cry from the South African
government that no voice was being given to their point of view. The book Gail
sald is in a sense an apology from the S.A. government. Pienasar (author of

the first half) has represented the Natidénal Party since 1948,

Some of the main arguments raised in the book gpre:

1. Fmphasis on the fact that there has never been any idea that the Fentu and
those of Furopean stock could live together. They are two different races
and could not unite for the s.me reasons that France and Italy do not do so. The

only way they can exist is to be seperated and, also, this is the only way that
the black nation will be vpreserved. Because of these facts of nationalism the
only solution is apartheid.

2. The white type of government is not to be superimposed on the Bantu.

A drawback to seperate existance i1s the necessity of using black labour in in-
dustry both for the survivael of the industry and the ifricans. This means that
the Africans have to live near the city where they have no rights and are treated
as immigrant. They only have rights in the Batustans.

The book has not mention of colour prejudice - apartheld is just considered as the
only possible solution with the S.A. povernment doing the best thing possible in
light of the situation. Neither are rights that the Africans ever had mentioned
in the book = this could make it appear the it was possihle for the races to live
togethex

In the discussion following it was noted: by Dave that Hauser uses some of the
same point as Pienaar: that fesvite the e nerpt ¢ two nations living side by
side the Bantu have ohly %14 of the land: that even in the Transkel there are
areas where the whites have power: that the fect that the Bantustans are scattered
stops them uniting to their own advantages

Ton Seral's talk with Church legders st the Church Cepter for the UN

Bob Kelly reported:

Sepal started his talk by drawing attention to the stratification of the world
along racial lines and that at all points of r=cial crisis high level politics
were involved, Bob noted that Segal is quite authoritative on pelitics from
directo sources - correspondence with Harold Wilson etec.

The main points of the talk were outlined as follows:
1) There has been no movement in the South African situation in the right diree-

tion for almost 50 years. This point was made to show that it is highly un-
likely that S.A., left to itself, will generate enough energy to change its
soclal structure.
2) The rest of Africa is not static while S.i is.
3) He draws a parallel with Mississippi which he thought is a classic case of
the effectiveness of external pressures on & closed soclety. It has opened
up a2 break in the wall and many of the decent southern citizens will go through
now. Segal believes that when integration comes to “ississipri i1t will be much
more profound than it is in the Northern States and that the same will probably
be the case in S.A. However, external pressures have to be exerted.
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4 JJany have thought that S.A. politicians were really committed to their
actions but Segal said he felt that Africsn nationals are no longer led

by such (Dutch) politicians but by the smart city ones. He said that Verwoerd

may be one of the world's biggest con men.

5) Yorld reaction to Sharpeville shoock the S.A. government so much that they
revoked the pass laws for seversl weeks which was a major consession as

such laws are part of the backbone of apartheid. However as soon as the

pressure showed sipns of weakening the govermment put them into effect again.

If, therefore, the nations of the world could organize themselves and set up

a realistic plan for sanctions Segal felt sure that a peaceful ehangeover in

the S.A. government could be effected within a few months. " But this will only

hapren if strong pressure is exerted. Segal sald that it was unlikely that the

US will participate in such a move until another crisis occurs. The US govern-

ment were suprorted in this attitude Yy the tories (mainly for economic reasons)

however, since the new labour government in Fneland there is more hope. Frank

Cousins has changed his policy and come out for sanctions and "filson seems to

be following him. They have dlso appointed Sir Hugh Foot as UN Ambaseador.

For these and other reasons !fr. Segal felt that international sanctions on

a high level were not the pipe dream they were three months ago.

Dr. Tomlinson who wes also at the meeting felt that .r. Sepal glossed over a
few realities ard wzam making a great assumption when saying that sanctions
are now feasible. Dr. Tomlinson thought they would invelve much political
action and wondrred how this was obtained. Uncder present circumstances it is
not possible - there is no strong public interest group outside of the NCC
that has ever expressed it's opinion on the S.A. problem. And without strong
pressure from the pressure groups of this country the State Department will
not act. Ken noted thst there were a few exceptions to this - the AFL CIO had
called for an oil embarpo and Reuther was reported in the Times as wanting an
insurance that auto workers arsund the world get a good living wege- also Ron
Segal was brought over here by the NAACP.
(# Bob Kelly said that !fr. Segal had said he was interested in making a speaking
tour to different colleges. This information is to be referred to the NSA)
Hilah noted that the Fhilip Mason artcile on axioms and maxims concluded by
sayine that the US and Great Britian will have to intervene rventually and that
it would be better for each of them if t“ey did it now before the situation
overcomes them. Dr. Tomlinson said he felt cP-iticisms of US defensiveness
on the subject are quite valid - the US concepnts about SA are so limited that
it will take many more erisis written up in the papers to make the US citizens
realise the situation there and force our govenment to do something. Chuck
noted that when Sepal campared the situation in Mississippi with S.A. he
eaid that things in Mississippi had initially been started by a small group of
people, He wondfered if it is, therefore, necessary to have everyone well
informed before we can have effective action.

Chuck Gillet an? Carl Schneider's visit to the State Department

Chuck reported that they had had a good visit and talked with Peter Hooper and
Walter Campbell (just returned from S.A.) for aboyt two hours.

When asked if there wns any hope for a peaceful change in S.A. without outside
pressure they said they did not think so. They both sald that the State
Department domn*t have the backing of an informed US public. They thought the
the confe ence in London on sanctions was superficial and that if G.B. tried

to sustain any progrem of santions they would be hurt more than the S.A. govern-
ment, They expressed concern about the effect of sanctions.

Mr. Williams, the under Secremry of State for 5.A. (7) thought the US had it's
hands tied as far as South Africa was concerned until the Congo crisis was
resolved. As far as US economic interests influencing action in S.A. .r Campbell
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and Mr., Hooper thought that this was not & key promoter for US action.
Although US policy is one cf biding for time it is because they are waiting
for some legal handles to grip as well as for some bisger erisis similar to
Sharpeville to occur. Carl had & favourable reaction to the S.A. department
of the State Department. He thouzht the people concerned were gll very
perceptive to the situation. He felt the department was useing the UN
arguement that there is not threat to world peace yet. Camnbell and Hooper
expressed the need to get the US public better acquainted with the situation.
Publlc pressure is one of the main things that promotea action in 'IS policy.
Among other thev said were: S5.A. i3 no longer of strategic importance to the
IS+ Great Britian should astart any action - thev are in that positinn. There
were beginring sipgns of competition between USSE and US over South African
countries,

Both Chuck and Carl felt that the committee has an 'in' in Washington.

Bill !iinter felt thet we should continue a discussion of what Chuck and Carl
reported at the next meeting as IS policy concerning S.A. is a crucial thing
for this committee t> be informed on and also we should know how foreign policy
is formulated.

BUSINFSS {FFTING

Books

It was decided that a eritical bibliography of books the committee has reviewed
be formulated. Every person who has read a book skould write abrief reviey
with his Ons o ile card which will then be kept in the office.

Ken suggested lMonica iilson's article in "African Studies' Vol, 18 74 on

"Farly History of Transkei and Suskei" for future study.

UN Seninar Ken distrubted draft programs of the UN Seminar for the committee's
npinions.

Report of the NSCF jeetine in Frinceton

NSCF have agreed that we should be represented on the Consultative Council and
that they will take the responsibility of the money involved. Charles "ilhelm
will be the representative.

We have a list of persons in different denominations who willbe correspondents
for distribution, informstion etc. and for stirrine up interest in S.A. amng
student eroups.

llorlan Proposal
Don Morlan read the appended letter from hi-iself and his wife.

Ken said he thought the idea holds enormous potential - as Americans it will be
easier for them to set up some kind of non raclal Christian community. At the
moment there ia onlv one place (near Johannesburg) where a non racial community
has managed to exist. He said they should arply for visas immediately but that
thev would have to stop any publicised association with groups such as this.

It was noted that Td Fspey is going to S.A. soon and could probably help with
communic=tions.

Hilah t' ought this proposal should be brought before the whole Commission to
keep them informed as well as to get their support.

Dick Van Horn said that our approval should be absolutely unhesitating - it was
agreed that it was.

Chester Marvey is to be consulted about getting the visas and about precautions
they should take. There was some discussion about whether Gail and Don should
go as missionaries (under the auspices of a mission board) or privately as some
boards have not been able to get visas for their reople. lNo decision was reached.
Ken is to lo-k for possible support.
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The committee decided to 1) express full support of the proposal and

2) to empower Al and Dave to draw up & memo to be s=nt to the missionary
boards to get thelir response to the idea,

Hilah thought a memo would be too rublic - Ken agreed ond asked that this
committee should not talk to just anyone about the proposal. The memo is
to be strictly confidential and thé minutes of this meeting are to be marked
'not to be left lying around'. There was unanimous consent to this.

Explanstorvy reports

Dave noted that these explanatory reports constitue the lay of the land for
the committee's action.

Relations with other student movements, layv gsroups ete. Dick van Horn report-
ed. 1) we are not y=t at the point when we can come out on any action
therefore relations wvith other groups at this point would be difficult as far
as givine any leadership to their actions. There is no reason, however, for
no contact at 21l. 2) Our role is to inform other groups dout what we are
doing ard offer them help. Uhen we make up our minds about what course of
action we are going to take we should contact - the sCm s, Fax Romana (through
Judy Pfeiffer), the Sovuye (?) in Jaran and Lay groups in Germany. It was
questioned whether it wouldén't be tter for the NEA to do all the contacting
but noted t'at the prayer life of the world stulent community shoul? not be
eliminated. The rroups mentioned may have me bers who would like to attend
pur meetings.

Bill 'Hnter said that 'SA would join with us in any acdministration connected
with makineg contacts. 'le should also contact UCIC as tiey have a large
number of contacts.

It was decided that “SA should contact the secular groups and we shoulé con-
tact the s.C.m.s

Literature. Sharon Flynn reperted.

She gave the followine suggestions for the committee's reaction:

1) Mailings - a) we have sent one to NiCF campus co-ordinators b) The coming
mailing to FVS alumni should include: s short bibliegrarhy, an article by

Ken which was in C & C, information sbout Contect. It was declded that one
page would be a memo with a bibliogravhy and the other would be one of Ken's
articles - depending on which we can got most copies of. Hylah sugrested
that there be a paragrarh introdusz®e¢: the bibliography saying that without
informed US opinion i:crting pressure there is no way that the government
will sct an® that it is encumbant on the students who receive the mailing etc.
Also Hilah felt it would be better to direct the bibliorraphy at something
specific. Hilah will have the bibliogranhy ready by '‘onday, November 30 and
Chuck and Carl will write the introduction.

2) The next Wind & Chaff (deadline Dec. 10) will have two articles on S.A.
They have one on Rhodesia and want one on S.i. - it was felt that we should
try and -rovide it. The possibility of having a speciel Wind & Chaff on
S.A. was raised and it was decided to try and pet the edition which comes out
just before the anniversary of Sharpeville. We may also be able to have a
special Comrunique on S.A. It was suggested that Don Segal be approached to
write the article for "And & Chaff.

3) We should have an article in Communique piving the Peace Committee's

view of violence and this committee's decision sbout violence in 5.a.

L) We could reprint oo’ articles from magazines such as a recent on by Hary
Benson in Motive - it was decided that we should.
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5) 'le should get the Dutch Ref<rm ministers mailine 1ist in S.A. - Karl

icIntyre sends them the Feacop so it would be a good thing if we could get

a less slanted view to them.

6) It is important that we get copies of Contact and Pro Veritate to adver-
tise around and for committee members to read.

7) We should 21l bte on the look-out for pertinent articles.

8) We should approach NBC or the like to do a program on S.A. - the NCC contacts
are to be used for this. The ProtestantCouncil is always locking for ideas

for their T.V. program. Grace Goodman is the person to appreach.

Sharon also noted that at the !SI Quadrenmnial this December they do not have
a sub conference group discuseing S.A. (they have them discussing other tasic
issues) and we should ask that they do. It was mgreed we should.

Sharon Garmen reported on the Jetter she ad reczeived from Yorman Unheff of
the NSA asking if we would particip te in a nation wide student emrhasis week
right before the fifth anniversary of Sharpeville, Mr. Urhoff mace the point
in his letter that this is possibly the only time when so many students groups
have decided to emphasise the same issue at the same time. He supgests 1) moral
support 2) public femonstratinon 3) resolutions from student movements to the
government 4) fund raising to get scholarships for S.A. The letter said that
they felt relipious groups sho 1cd be particulsrly interested and asks us to
co-operate.

It was felt by the committee that in light of Bob Segals view of the value of
external pressure it would be very mood to make this a week of reslly strong
ermphasis across the count-y. Therefore we should not just co-operate but give
enthusiastic sugpoct. It was decided to hold further discussion until the next
meeting.

Carl Schneider rave a report on education and the most effe-~tive way to approach
this in terms of scholarships.

There are two thrusts: 1) Specific surport of IT'i'ASA (see Nov 5 minutes)

2) There are already enourh organisations giving S.A. students help and it

wculd probably be better for us to channel our work in ‘tis flelf though the
HNSA.

Carl will report on Lectureships next time.

FOR THI NEXT iFETING

1) Hilah will give a re port of the study committee

2) Pon will give & review of "An African Looks at Apartheid"

3) Everyone is to have read the UN report, Fart I on repressions so it can be
éiscussed,

L) Kern will report on the two Edrar Brooks books he is reading

5) Hilah will review the UM report

6) Mary Bensorls book 'African Patriots' will be reviewed.

7) The discussion of Carl and Chucks visit to the State Dept. will be continued

MISCTLLAMEOUS
Dick van Horn sugpgested we invite Susan '!itner for the next meeting - che is
well versed on the develo-ment of African views and the situation

Hilay reported that a Professor Charles ilaning would be speaking on the 'South
Africa Dilema' at Piverside Church's Mens' group on December 1. She said that
Manninz was “rnown =3 & mouth piece for the S.i. government and that as, among
other reasons, the Readers Direst was prohably sending a reported to the meeting
to pet material for an article on Sough Africa, we should try and arrange to
have someone at the mreting to express our view, It was strongly urged that
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members of the committee attend the meeting if only to ask pointed questionms.
If WRVR decides to broadcast the talk at a later date we will arrange to
have a speaker from the other side directly following him. Dr. Van Deusen
and Al Lowenstein were sugpested.

Kenneth Fznunde Premier of Sambis will be speaking at Tarl Hall, Tuesday
December 1, from 4 - 5:30.

The meeting adjoured at 23105 p.m.

The next meeting will te December 4th, 1964 at the Interchurch Center in the
Kraft Room on the 7th Floor.

respectively sutmitted
Hilary Gammege, Secretary
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We are tied to no denomination, being free to work under any board which
would enable us to embedy our concern.,

'le h ve been falrly specific and have assuted a great deal in orcer
to make our position very clear. However, let us immediately add the fact
that we in no way want a long debate over this letter to hinder the work of
the Southern Africa Committee. 'le are simply asking you to consicder the
pos=ibilities of our proposal and to act accordingly. It mey be that the
ides 1s excellent tut ' thet theological students are not the persons to
carry it out. It may be that the Commission on World Mission as a whole
should be involved., Ue simply want you to know where we stand and respors
as you see filt.

We are free; the details csn be changed gre:tly. We are able to
begin in June of 1965. 'le ask that vou reflect and respond.

Don and Gail ¥orlasn

600 est 122nd St
FNew York, N.Y. 10027
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