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December 13, 1996 

Dear Friend of ACOA, 

Off the record, some leading Republican Congressmen are 
saying this may be their year to remove Africa from the U.S. 
foreign policy agenda - eliminating or slashing aid and programs 
that support development and democracy. 

We have to take this seriously because we have been down 
this road before. It took us two years to beat back the drive to 
end development aid to Africa that started when the Republicans 
took control of the 104th Congress. 

We only succeeded by mobilizing religious and community 
leaders, local elected officials and human rights activists to 
contact their own Senators and Member of Congress. In the process 
we discovered that even some very conservative lawmakers could be 
turned around when they heard from people back home. 

I was reminded of how vital this work is on my: recent visit 
to southern Africa. Everyone from cabinet ministers to people 
working to re-build local communities was intensely interested in 
what was happening here in the U.S. 

My days were rich in encounters with men and women beginning 
to use their old anti-apartheid organizing skills to build new 
lives. 

Early one morning I visited with Frank Chikane, former 
General Secretary of the South African Council of Churches who 
now serves as Chief of Staff to Deputy President Thabo Mbeki, 
while also heading up the Housing Trust. He outlined the problems 
confronting the government's program to build houses for the 
majority of Black families who now live in terrible substandard 
conditions. 

Millions of people are too poor to repay any mortgage or 
loa.n however modest, and the government lacks resources to pay 
for them. Frank also described communities now developing 
innovative self-help housing projects, rather than just waiting 
for the government to deliver, and he urged me to find ways to 
engage with these efforts. 

I talked to a young Afrikaans physics professor who is 
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teaching first-time African university students in isolated 
villages via correspondence. She is designing affordable kits so 
her students can do the necessary experiments, even when they 
lack basic facilities like refrigeration or running water. Some 
economists explained to me their efforts to secure credit 
facilities for rural communities. 

I met a journalist who is organizing unemployed neighbors to 
start a micro-construction company and spent several hours with 
rural women testing ideas about how to provide simple tourist 
facilities as an income generating project. 

I returned to the U.S. with new inspiration to carry on our 
work. I am acutely aware that American hostility or even 
indifference could undermine all the positive work that is being 
done. 

That is why ACOA is so critically important. We are one of a 
tiny handful of organizations mobilizing ordinary Americans on 
African issues -- not just aid but economic policy and human 
rights as well. 

Nigeria's human rights emergency, with over 7,000 political 
prisoners including the elected president, has become a major 
focus of our work. Last October, over sixty congregations from 
our Religious Action Network held special Nigeria Freedom Sunday 
services for the restoration of democracy and freedom. Next 
February we will organize a delegation of religious leaders to go 
the White House to urge strong U.S. action for democracy in 
Nigeria. 

We depend on you to make all our work possible. ACOA 
receives no government, foundation or corporate support. This 
frees us to intervene decisively in legislative battles like aid 
or sanctions for democracy in Nigeria. 

I know that you will contribute generously now, just as you 
have so often in the past. 

Once again, I thank you for all your help which means so 
much to us. 

For justice and peace, 

c) -1..r ~-· 
Jennifer Davis 
Executive Director 

P.S. I want to wish you and everyone you love health and 
happiness for the holidays and the new year. 



Jennifer Davis 
ACOA 
17 John Street 
New York, N.Y. 10038 

Dear Jennifer, 

Here is my contribution to sustain ACOA's vital work for 
freedom and development in Africa: 

( )$25 ( )$50 ( )$75 ( )$100 ( )$500 ( ).$600 $ __ 

NAME _____________________ _ 

ADDRESS _________________ ~ 

CITY __________ STAT6 ____ ZIP ____ _ 

Contributions to ACOA are not tax de<ix:tible 
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