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New York -- Two officials of The United Methodist Church's General 
Board of Global Ministries have left for Zimbabwe in response to the 
recent arrest of Zimbabwe's United Methodist bishop. In addition, 
the church's Council of Bishops has asked~ leaders in the U.S.A., the 
United Nations and Zimbabwe to see to the protection of the detained 
bishop's rights. 

"We are going to express our concern for the spiritual and 
physical well-being of Bishop (Abel) Muzorewa," said Dr. Isaac 
Bivens, head of the Board's Africa office in a statement released on 
Nov. 8, the day of his departure. He is being joined by Dr. Negail 
Riley, Associate General Secretary for Administration of the Board's 
National Program Division. 

The bishop was jailed Oct. 31 in Harare on suspicion of having 
subversive links with South Africa. He was reported to be on a 
hunger strike in the central jail, where he was being held 
incommunicado. 

"We want to confirm our confidence and assumption that a full 
measure of justice will prevail in the Bishop's present encounter 
with the judicial system of Zimbabwe," said Dr. Pivens. "We want to 
stand in solidarity with United Methodists and with all Christian 
communities in Zimbabwe." 

The General Board of Global Ministries has responsibility for 
maintaining relationships with colleague United Methodist churches 
around the world on behalf of The UMC in the United States. 

Last week, officers of the United Methodist Council of Bishops 
called on leaders of Zimbabwe, the United States and the United 
Nations to insure the safety and rights of Bishop Muzorewa. 

On November 2, telegrams, requesting intercession on behalf of 
the bishop, were sent to the president and secretary of state of the 
U.S.A, the president and prime minister of Zimbabwe, the president 
of the Methodist Church of Great Britain, and the secretary general 
of the United Nations. 

Mailgrams or cables were also sent to all 58 active United 
Methodist bishops around the world. 

Drs. Bivens and Riley will likely remain in Zimbabwe until 
Sunday, Nov. 13. Upon their return, they are expected to report to 
the United Methodist Council of Bishops which will be meeting from 
Nov. 14-18 in San Francisco. Bishop Muzorewa had planned to attend 
that meeting, according to his son, Philemon. However, the bishop's 
passport was seized when he returned from Israel on Oct. 27. 

While in Zimbabwe the Board officials also plan to visit with 
heads of churches and with the Christian Council in Zimb a bwe. 
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Dr. Randolph Nugent, general secretary of the General Board of 
Global Ministries, told a group of church fournalists meeting in 
Baltimore that Bishop Muzorewa had been charged with subversion but 
the high court in Zimbabwe had reduced the charge to having 
relations with South Africa. He must appear before the court in 30 
days to answer the charge. 

The bishop had recently been on a six-week trip to Egypt and 
Israel for what he described as "Bible study." But the trip took on 
political overtones when he severely criticized the Mugabe 
government. He was quoted on Israeli television as calling on 
Zimbabawe to establish diplomatic ties with Israel. The Zimbabwe 
government has refused to recognize Israel because of its military 
cooperation with South Africa. 

Prime Minister Mugabe accused the bishop of going to Israel to 
conspire with Israel and South Africa to destabilize Zimbabwe's 
government. 

Bishop Muzorewa denied the charge and said he advocated closer 
economic relations to take advantage of Israel's advanced 
technology. He also charged at a news conference that the Mugabe 
government was more oppressive than the white-minority rule of 
former Prime Minister Ian Smith. 

The United African National Council charged Mr. Mugabe had 
arrested the bishop as part of a drive to muzzle political opponents 
of the government. 

A government statement last week said the bishop's detention was 
a part of a crackdown on "subversive elements'' with ties to South 
Africa. Zimbabwean officials reportedly accused Muzorewa of 
planning to visit South Africa for a covert meeting with South 

,African leaders. Police are said to have been searching Muzorewa's 
house for evidence since his arrest. 
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