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Statement of the Free South Africa Movement Announcing the 
initiation of its Economic Educational Campaign Against the 
Shell Oil Company. 

The Free South Africa Movement, along with the United 

Mine Workers Union, the AFL-CIO and people of strong 

conscience all over the United States and western Europe. is 

today undertaking an economic educational campaign against 

Shell Oil Company, which, as part of one of the world's 

largest international corporations. makes massive 

contributions to the repressive and illegitimate apartheid 

regime in South Africa. 

Through a number of subsidiaries, Shell Oil's parent 

company, Royal Dutch Shell. ~ngages in a wide variety of 

petroleum and mining activities in South Africa which both 

enha n ce the repressive capabilities of the Pretoria 

government and contribute to its economic viability. Former 

Prime Minister. John Voerster. often said that foreign 

investment was "the bricks and mortar of south Africa." 

Through its business activities in that country, Shell --

toqeJhek with other international companies that do business 

there -- not only contributes substantially to the strength 

of the government. but also makes handsome profits from the 
\ 

life-sapping oppression of black South African workers. 
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This action is undertaken in furtherance of the 

oriqinal purposes of the Free South Africa Movement; to 

persuade the Pretoria government to enter into negotiations 

with the true leaders of all the South African people in 

order to achieve by peaceful means political and economic 

justice for all citizens of that embattled country. 

This movement has been accused of being motivated by 

"moral absolutism" and of seeking a bloody revolution in 

south Africa. Nothing could be farther from the truth. we 

have been deeply distressed by all of the deaths that have 

occurred in South Africa in the last 16 months. All of the 

leaders of the Free South Af r i c a Movement have ma ny good 
• 

friends of all races in South Africa and we want all of them 

people of mixed race. Asians. blacks and whites alike --

to have lives f r~ed of the awful constraints of apartheid. 

The farthest thing from our hearts is some debased hope that 

the killings will continue and increase in number. 

It is for that reason that we now seek to increase 

the economic pressures on the Pretoria government to begin a 

peaceful political process with the people it now governs 

with brute force. We support economic campaigns having the 

same en~s in view which have already been undertaken by the 
~ . . - ~ 

southern Christian Leadership Conference against the 

Wi n n -Dixie Corporation. and by the Northern Virginia 

coalition against Apartheid against the Control Data 
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corporation and the campaign of the National council of 

Churches against its list of "dirty dozen" businesses active 

in South Africa. We also support the NAACP in its plans to 

mount a similar campaign and we applaud the stance taken by 

western bankers. who are demanding political reforms in 

south Africa as a condition for easing the credit restraints 

which they have imposed on that country. 

While it is clear to the international community that 

apartheid is both immoral and unworkable and that the toll 

of more than 1000 deaths of South Africans of all races over 

the last 16 months is an unconscionable price to pay for the 

continuance of _that ~mmorality. the south African gove r nment 

has yet to be persuaded that the path to the future is 

through peaceful negotiations with its people. In recent 

weeks it has conducted bloody raids into the neighboring 

states of Lesot h o and Angola; it has proceeded to implement 

the grand design of apartheid with the forced joinder of 

Moutse with the ''homeland" of Kwa-Ndbele; it has continued 

to harrass Winnie Mandela and to prevent her from living in 

her home in Soweto. 

She ll and o t he r corporat i on s which support Sou t h 

Aft~·ca and profit from her system of semi-slav e la bor. must 

be persuaded by the full force of international revulsion at 

apartheid t o cea s e doi n g busi nes s there unti l that evi l 

system is destroyed. No hypocritical expressions of concern 
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by international businesses for South African blacks can _ 

mask the fact that increasing Western investment over -the 

~ast ~7 years has paralleled Pretoria's determined extension~ 

and entrenchment of apartheid;~ As Bishop Desmond Tutu said 

last year: 

"Foreign companies in South Africa should 
stop kidding themselves by saying they are 
here for our benefit. That's baloney. 
Whether they like it or not. they are 
buttressing an evil system." 

Together with our allies here today. we intend to 

persuade Shell and the other corporations doing business in 

south Africa to stop "buttressing" apartheid. Perhaps then 

the south African· government will be persuaded to pursue the 

path of peace. 
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The Free South Africa Movement 
Washington. D.C. 
January 9, 1986 
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