
---1'~ or Immediate helease---

It is, I believe. fitting that I speak to you on this occasion. I may well 

be the only person in Madison. who has ever been in Guinea - Bissau, the 

Portuguese colony in northwest Africa. I have lived and worked for eight 

years in Angola, traveled in IvJ.ozambique and resided in Portugal. Fron:. 

personaf experience, I know how oppressive the Portuguese dictatorship 

has been, denying the basic freedoms to the people of Portugal as well as 

to those in the colonies._ 

I have witnessed the de-hun:. anizing effects of the forced labor program 

practiced for decades in the colonies. lVJ.en and youth being foreed to work 

in the mines, on the plantations and railways, women and children being 

conscripted to work an the roads and in the coffee harvest. 

I have seen men ruthlessly beaten for not complying with th~ details 

of the foced labor regulations. The masses were literally enslaved. 

The Portuguese government policy of assimulation, · presuming the 

superiorty of Portuguese culture, practiced in the colonies, was devasting 

to the African culture and any right to or sense of self- esteem. It is 

difficult to imagine any effort being more totally degrading, socially and 

culturally. 

It is sad and ironic that we, with our heritage of freedom and democracy, 
~- ... . 

have enabled Portugal by our massive military and economic aid to continue 

its de-humanizing domination and exploitation of the African people. 



We the people of the United States are corr~mitted to freedom for the 

world's peoples. We need to see and get beyond short-range interests of 

national security in~olving us in regretable trade-offs of the larger ideals 

of our heritage. We can no longer share with the Portuguese in denying the 

people of its African colonies freedom. We n.ust correct the error of the 

past, stopping supportive aid to PortuJal and clearly aligninJ ourselves with the 

freedom struggle of the oppressed peoples of Portugal's colonies. No 

other way can we be consistent, nor maintain leadership in the free world. 

Fred Brancel 

lViay 7, 1974 
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