
JOIN IN THE NATIONAL COMMEMORATION 
PICKET C£1£8RATION 

WED I AUG. 9 

llam to 2pm 

South African Consulate 
120 Montgomery st. S.F. 

Sponsored by: 

THIRD WORLD WOMENS ALLIANCE 

~AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE 

SUN. AUG. 13 
3pm to s:30pm 

ST. Augustine's Parrish 

29th g Telegraph Ave. 0 akl~nd 

Free Program g Refreshments 

. childcare provided 



SIGNIFICANCE OF AUGUST 9, SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN'S DAY 

Remember all our women in the jails 
Remember all our women in campaigns 
Rernemher all our ivomen Oi'er rnany fighting years 
Rememher all our n·omen for their triumphs, and for their tears 

(from Sou th African 'Women's Day Song 'j 

In the mid-l 950's, the South African government extended the much hated pass Jaw system 
to African women. Until this time. passes had to be carried only by African men. Under th e 
pass laws, all Africans m ust carry books, with their picture and other identification, which states 
where they can and cannot be at a given time. The response of African women was militan t and 
organized. The first big protest ag:iinst the pass Jaws took place on October 1955 with 2,000 
women, mostly African. but including women of all other races, converging in Pretoria, the 
administrative scar of the South African government. 

Women had reason to fear the carrying of passes. All their lives they had witnessed the ef
fects of the pass laws on African men: the night raids. stopping in the streets by police vans, the. 
searches, jobs lost through arrests, disappearances of men shanghaied to farms, and the prosecu
tions (nearly 700,000 in l 968). And for the women? In addition to the usual harassment by 
the pass laws. most women liad helpless dependents, often young babies who would be left to tal
ly a lorn.'. if the mother was whisked to jail. Lilian Ngoyi, African women's leader, explained: 
"Men :.ire born into the system and it is :is if it has become a life tradition that the{ carry passes. 
We as women have seen the treatment [of] our men - when they leave home in the .morning, you 
are not sure if tht.'Y will come back. lf the hL1sbancl is robe anested, and the mother. what abou t 
the child?" , 

The women's anti-pass movement grew. Numerous protests and burning of passes took p lace 
throughout the country . culminatinp: in a mass demonstration in Pretoria a year after the fi rst 
demonstrat ion. On August 9, 1956, ~0.000 women of all races assembled , despite tremendou s 
difficulties and intimidation. All processions in Pretoria were banned that day, so the women 
walked to the government building to sec the Prime Minister in groups of never more than three . 
Afterwards, the women stood in complete silence for thirty minutes. then they began to sing. 
The women began a new freedom song: with its refrain: "Now you have touched the women , 
you have struck a rock. you have .dislodged a boulder, you will be crushed." 

IMPORTANCE OF SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN'S DAY FOR Till.RD WORLD AND WORKING PEOPLE IN TifE U.S. 

!. 

3. 

Today . South Afric;; is a country where social equality and justice are not present. Apartheid, 
the system of radal ;:;eperation. is a tool 1hc white minority South African government uses to 
strengthen itself economi...:ally and politically. White South Africans have Ol1l' of the highest stan
dards of living in the world. They have an average annual income 30 times more than Black South 
Africans. There are no laws to protect Bla1..:ks in South Africa. Just the opposite. Laws are devel
oped. such as the rass laws. to oppress Blacks ~ind to stop any opposition to governrnent policies. 
Today, there are no legal means to protest The South African government's policies. 

lt is important that we. as U.S. citizen'>. become aware of the situation in South Africa. In 
spite of woridwide condemnation of South Africa, the U.S. government h:is consistently support
ed the South African government through opposing economic sanctions. Also U.S. corporations 
and banks are making invcst1m~nts and ioans that help prop up the South African government. 
These investments. with a profit return of 20 cents to the dollar. do not contribute to a better 
life for the Blacks, Coloreds, and Asians in South Africa. At the same time, these same corpora
tions and banks :.ilso are not responsive to tht~ needs of Third World communities and working 
people here in the U.S. We see this everyday in our lives: discrimination against minorities :ind 
women at the WC>rkplace, growing unemployment. soaring inflation, inner city decay due to red-

· lining. and a lack of decent social services . 
South Afridin Women's Day. a massive response by women in opposition to the South Afri

can government, has become a symbol of unity and action for people struggling against apartheid. 
In celebrating So uth African Women's Day. we are not only expressing solidarity with the South · 
African peopk, but we are a lso affirming our own strength to continue our struggle for social 
justice here at home. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 
Join the p icket line in front of the South African consulate, l 20 Montgomery St.. S.F .. on August 9, from 11-2. 
Attend a cultural and educational celebration of South African Women's Day, on August 13, in Oakland at 
St. Augustin!.:''s Church. 29th and Telegraph. The program will be free and childcare wiIJ be p rovided. 
Find out about local on-going Southern Africa work, by contacting the American Friends Service Committee, 
Southern Africa Program . 2160 Lake St., S.F. 94121. <415) 752-7766. 
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