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Break all dlplomatlc, economic and military relations with south Africa 

CUITO CUANAVALE - WHERE THE TIDE TURNED 

A VICTORY FOR 
ALL HUMANITY 
CUITO CUANAVALE, the little farm
ing town in southeast Angola, and 
major Angolan military base, was the 
center of raging battles between 
South African troops and the Ango
lan-Cuban-SW APO forces, from the 
start of 1988 through June. 

On January 23, the SADF (So. 
African 'Defense' Forces) announced 
the capture of Cuito Cuanavale and 
the impending fall of Angola's gov
ernment. This announcement was pre
mature. By the end of June, the tide 
had turned, due to a tremendous co
ordinated offensive by Angolans, Cu
bans, and SW APO (South West Afri
can People's Organization - Namibia). 

Angolan planes held sway in the 
air and a mutinous SADF was being 
mauled in their retreat toward Nami
bia. The South Africans were over 
extended. Their minority 6 million 
whites were inadequate for an apart
heid empire. Troubles were mounting 
in their illegal occupation of Namibia, 
there was growing ANC-inspired dis
ruption at home, and an ero<ling econ
omy. 

• 
THIS IS WHAT PROPELLED BOTHA'$ 
SOUTH AFRICA TO THE NEGOTIAT
ING TABLE and a quick cease fire. 
Hundreds of his "defense" forces were 
encircled and faced death or surren
der-but were freed by the cease 

Angolan Foreign Minister Alfonso Van Du
nen and Cuban leader Jorge Risquet in 
negotiations. 

fire. · 
That great victory against a pow

erful agg11essor nation opens the po
tential toward peace, not only in 
Africa but world-wide, as South Afri
ca is a major: ally of the U.S.-Israeli
British cabal, weakened by Angola's 
initiative. 

• 
WE NOW KNOW the items of negotia
tions: South Africa was to get out of 
Angola by September 1st, then, out of 
Namibia starting in November in ac
cord with the UN Resolution 435, and 
that Cuban forces would leave Angola 
if these two items were achieved. 

Angola insisted that the U.S. must 
stop supplying the UNIT A contras, and 
rejects any special status for Savim
bi's UNIT.A. The sixth negotiating ses
sion was going on in Brazzaville, 
Congo, at the end of August, with 
both sides claiming progress. "The 
agreement has come as a result of 
the irresistible determination of the 
people of Angola and Namibia," said 
Solly Simelane, official of the African 
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National Congress, stationed in New 
York. 
THIS TURNING OP THE TIDE has 
been achieved by the remarkable 
demonstration of international soli
darity on the part of the Cuban peo
ple, some of whose sons remain in the 
soil of Angola; by the Soviet Union, 
who provided the superior military 
equipment; by the Frontline States 
(Botswana, Mozambique, Zambia, Zim
babwe) who provide all forms of aid 
and by the pressures of the world's 
people seeking justice. The USSR, 
which has no diplomatic ties with 
South Africa is informally involved in 
the negotiations. 

• 
THE UN RESOLUTION 435, for the 
freedom of Namibia, was passed ten 
years ago, but was unenforceable 
because of South Africa's continued 
aggression and occupation. 

Will the new balance of forces 
push apartheid South Africa to stand 
by an agreement? The months ahead 
will tell. 



LEGISLATIVE 
IAill~'l!1' 

UPDATE 
H. R.1580, the comprehensive sanc
tions bill introd uced by Ron Dellums 
passed the House on August 11, 1988. 

NOW WE MUST IMMEDIATELY TURN 
OUR ATTENTION TO S.2378, THE 
SENATE VERSION OF THE HOUSE 
BILL introduced by Senator Kennedy. 
S.2378 mandates complete disi nvest
ment of all U.S. corporat ions from 
South Africa and Namibia within one 
year of the bill's passage_. Vir~ually 
all trade with South Africa will be 
banned. S.2378 contains a provision to 
impose penalties on multinational cor
porations that sell petroleum to South 
Africa. They would not be allowed 
new Federal oil, coal, and natural gas 
leases. The bill also designates one 
person within the State Departme~t 
to be the "coordinator" of South Afri
can sanctions. 

• • • 
THE PRESENT limited sanctions law 
enacted in October, 1986 was an im
portant step in ending U.S. support 
for the aparthe id regime, but its pro
visions have often been circumvented. 
Reagan exploited the loopholes in the 
law and has failed to monitor the 
regulations. Lobbying agai.nst san~
tions legislation has been intense in 
Washington. The South African gov
ernment and its agents are making 
the rounds of the Congressional offi
ces. Corporations doing business in 
South Africa have contributed to pub
lic relations campaigns against H.R.-
1580/S.2378. Comprehensive sanc
tions, globally applied, will exert 
pressure on Pretoria and raise the 
cost of maintaining apartheid. 
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TUESDAY 
SEPTEMBER 20 12 NOON 

PICKET SEN. 
WILSON'S OFFICE 

FERRY BL DG. at EMBARCADERO 
Ve.mand IU,6 ACTIVE ~uppol!X 
06 Sanc.;ti..Dn~ B,i,lf_ SZ378 ! 

Everybody, JOIN 
Bring your own Sign 

Stop a),d to Sou;th A6!U_c.a! 
Stop aA_d to ALL eoviVLM ! 

Stop A , 
f ,uaus1Ef\· 

There is a strong call for sanctions 
from fie Black population in South 
Africa. SUPPORT FOR THE COM
PREHENSIVE SANCTIONS BILL WITH 
NO WEAKENIN G AMENDMENTS MUST 
BE HEARD IN WASHINGTON NOW. 
S.2378 WAS TO BE MARKED UP IN 
THE SENATE ON SEPTEMBER 8TH. 
MARK UP IS WHEN A BILL GOES TO 
COMMITTEE FOR REVIEW AND 
AMENDMENTS. Write Sen. Claiborne 
Pell, Chair of the Foreign Relations 
Committee for his support. Urge ma
jority leader, Sen. Robert Byrd, and 
our Sen. Alan Cranston to STOP A 
REPUBLIC AN FILIBUSTER, and to 
force Reagan to act on the Bill. 
Other swing senators to contact are: 
(Demos) Bentsen, Biden, Bradley, 
Dodd, Cohen, Glenn, Gore , Hollings, 
Kerny, Moynihan , and Sanford. 

All members of Congress may be 
reached through the Capitol switch
board (202) 224-3121, or write to the 
senat~rs at: Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 20510. TAKE AC
TION TODAY ON THIS CRITICAL 
LEGISLATION!!! 

-Rhoda Norman 

-and now this message from 
Reagan-Bush -

• • • 
SFAAC'S POSTCARD CAMPAIGN 
continues to target Sen. Wilson , urg
ing him to follow Sen. Cranston in 
supporting the Sanctions Bill. So far, 
we have dispatched three packets to 
him, with about 2,500 cards in all. 

Our star postcard campaigners to 
date are Martha Bryson, with her 
little children, Sarah and Adam, and 
Beverly Jackson. Their efforts won 
enthusiastic response at SF Mi me 
Troupe events and at the Reggae 
concert (a benefit for the Western 
Addition Cultural Center), netting 
almost 1,500 postcard signers . 

SUPES SAY NO 
TO S,AFRICA REP,: 

In the first concrete application 
of San Francisco's new "city of ref
uge" resolution, two .visitors fr?m 
South Africa were denied a meeting 
with members of the S.F. Board of 
Supervisors recently. The visitors 
were reported to have spent th~ir 
time riding the city's cable cars in
stead. 

The South Africans were in the 
U.S. on a trip sponsored by the U.S. 
Information Agency. One, Gerhardus 
c. Oosthuizen, is in the South Afri
can Parliament. The other visitor is 
an editor of a South African compu
ter newspaper. They sought a meeting 
with Nancy Walker, Board Presiden.t, 
to learn about local government in 
this country. 

Because Oosthuizen is an official 
representative of the apartheid gov
ernment, Board members were prohib
ited from seeing him under terms of 
the city's new law barring ci.ty of.fi
cials or employees from meeting with 
any representative of the Botha re
gime. The City Attorney ruled that 
supervisors' salaries are city expens
es, and that any meeti~g with the 
South Africans was forbidden by the 
ordinance. 

The new city legislation also es
tablishes San Francisco as a city of 
refuge for South African and Namibi
an refugees , and recognizes that ~
partheid is a "crime against humani-

ty." ** 
Meanwhile, on July 6, the Berke

ley City Council followed San Fran
cisco's lead and unanimously passed 
legislation banning city ~fficials from 
meeting with representat ives of ~o~th 
Africa or Namibia, and recognizing 
apartheid as a crime against humani
ty. By an 8-1 vote, the Council also 
declared the city a sanctuary for 
South African and Namibian refugees. 
As in S.F., the legislation was spon
sored by a coalition of community 
groups, including La~yers' Guild 
Anti-Apartheid Subcommittee, and the 
S.F. Anti-Apartheid Committee. 

However, the outlook for the leg
islat ion is less promising in Richmond. 
<\fter being approved by the Human 
Relations Commission by a 4-3 vote 
in June, the bill received hostile 
treatment by a City Council subcom
mittee and has been taken off the 
Council's calendar. This remains an 
objective for all concerned people. 

-Cliff Rechtschaffen 

------cM)~l~ 

THE ANTI-APARTHEID ALERT 

Ed,z;to!Ua.1_-: Vav-<-d Reed, Sam Gold 
Rhoda No!J.maYt , M1a S. E1t.:tz and 
MCVL.:tha B!t.y~on. 



OUTH AFRICA'S CRISES 
A financial crisis is around the 

corner, warned South Africa's Fi
nance Minister DuPlessis. Director 
General of Finance, Chris Stals like
wise revealed tha t imports are ex
ceeding exports, creat ing a serious 
imbalance. Stals also reported an in
creased flight of capital, and a sharp 
drop in gold reserves. 

The latest figures available, the 
first three weeks of July, showed a 
10% drop in the foreign exchange of 
the Rand. Unemployment increased, 
predominantly among whites. 

This reflects the growing impact 
of the world sanctions-divestment 
movement against the apartheid re
gime, and the regime's fear of a Du
kakis presidential victory in Novem
ber. Dukakis has pledged to halt U.S. 
aid to South Africa and it's contra 
satellites like Savimbi's UNIT A, which 
is raiding Angola. 

The Dellums-Cranston-Kennedy 
sanctions Bill, S.2378, now in the 
Senate, has increased support. 

Besides the 162 companies that 
have quit South Africa since '84, an
other 115 non-U.S. multinationals 
have done so. The latest U.S. pullout 
is UNISYS, second largest computer 
maker. Many of U.S. corporations, 
such as Coca Cola, Ford, IBM , etc., 
however, continue to profit indirect
ly. So, there needs to be a shift in 
sanctions strategy to prevent these 
maneuvers. 

• 
Mounting attacks by African Na

tional Congress' (ANC) Umkhonto we 
Sizwe (M-~), are having their effect , 
as they stick to the strategy empha
sized by President Tamho, " ... we at
tack the military, we attack the po
lice." 

The Durban Tribune (6-4-88) 
writes: "Tt.e ANC urban guerrilla 
campaign has entered an ominous new 
phase with gunmen clashing with se
curity forces in township streets." In 
Angola, ANC training camps will con· 
t inue to provide more forces. , ·. 

' 

PROTEST MESSAGES demanding the 
freedom of Nelson Mandela the 
Sharpeville Six, Moses Mayekis~, and 
thousands of other political prisoners 
SHOULD BE SENT TO: S.A. Ambas
sador J.H.K. Beukes, 3051 Massachu
setts Ave, N.W., Wash., D.C. 20008• 

(Also to Senators Pete Wilson and 
Alan Cranston at Hart Senate Office 
mdg., Wash., D.C. 20510. 

ANC's Joe Slovo claims that "the 
people have already rendered ungov
ernable most of the urban levels of 
administration." 

In October, the regime will at
tempt to restore ''legitimacy" in these 
areas through municipal elections. In 
white-inhabited areas, attempts will 
be made by some anti-apartheid can
didates to run, and challenge the sys
tem, even though they can't openly 
represent the banned organizations. 
This election is also an attempt to 
cover up the built-in dominance of 
the white minority under the "tri
cameral" constitution. Blacks will 
organize mass protests and boycott 
the elections. 

.. 
'I am asking people to stand agal~~ 
racism,' said David Bruce, who has ~en' 
sentenced to six years' imprisonment 
for refusing to be part of an army 'that 
upholds racism by violence. · 

Another crisis area is the ongoing 
two-year old rent strikes, which are a 
severe hardship to the Black residents 
especially in their winter months 
without electricity and heat but 
which stymie apartheid control. 'Loss
es to the government amount to about 
$200 million. 

. A. new monkey wrench in apart
heid 1s the End Conscription Cam
~aign (ECC). To ECC's moral appeal 
1s now added the new fear of becom
ing casualties, as occurred in the re
treat of South African forces from 
Angola recently. Thousands of white 
university students protested the 
August banning of ECC. Half the S.A. 
Army are draftees. 

-Sam Gold 

~l~l@\,:>,-----
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We'd li~e to hear your comments. 
Wnte us or call 661-9492. 

Chair: David Reed / 
Co-Chair: Cati Okorie . 

Secretary: Molhe Gold -
T1·east1rer: Margaret Stroud 
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WHAT ABOUT 
NAMIBIA ? 

Where did South Africa apartheid 
begin? Where were the first bantu
st.~s? Where i~ the world's largest 
military occupation? Where do cor
porations make huge profits by paying 
slave wages? Wher~ are the world's 
largest deposits o(·ctiamonds? What 
mineral-rich c;ountry has the world's 
highest death rate due to malnutri
tion? The answer to all these ques
tions is : NAMIBIA. 
. Sou~h. Africa has 100,000 troops 
m Na~1b1a (pop. 1 million), illegally 
occupying the country in violation of 
international law. Many corporations / 
and banks that publicly announcedj 
pullout from South Africa simply 
moved operations across the border ,,. ;; 
into Namibia. C 

• 
Namibia (formerly, South West 

Africa,) was named for the Namib 
Desert where, in the late 1800's, the 
Europeans found diamonds in the 
sand. 

Namibia is also rich in strategic 
metals, extracted by multinational 
corporations in defiance of United 
Nations Decree #1, which protects 
natural resources. 

The beneficiaries of this wealthy 
nation are not its peoples, but are 
South Africa, U.S., Britain, France, 
and West Germany. 

• 
The Namibians have been forced 

into the barren bantustans ("home
lands"). 

T~e S_outh West African People's 
Orgamzat1on (SWAPO), leading the 
struggle, is recognized by the U.N. as 
the sole legitimate representative of 
the Namibian people. SWAPO began 
30 years ago and launched its armed 
struggle with the People's Liberation 
Army of Namibia (PLAN) on August 
26, 1966 - now known as Namibia 
Day. 

Eyewitnesses have reported that 
PLAN is winning the war for indepen
dence and has disrupted South Afri
ca's launching of attacks on the 
Frontline States from Namibian land. 

• 
s.o •. when we hear people speaking 

or smgmg about South Africa, we 
should ask, "What about Namibia?" 

-Cati Okorie 



ljOU can 1 t .!>top U.6 

bf ack. ne.ck..6 rruy .1>nap 
in .1>tac.c.ato ag1teeme.nt 
& kinky head.6 1to.U 
like bowL<.ng bail.6 
down 1teddened .1>lic.k. avenuu 

- ljOU C.llJ1 1t .6tOp U.6 -

p1toud llJ'l.d .1>tately t/teu r.WJ weep 
':..:-vu 06 blood 
& bow the.i.Jt mollJ'l.ing head.6 
in .1>hame at :the load.6 :they beM 

- ljOU can 1 t .!>top U.6 -

pJU.i>on wa.U.6 may c.1teak. 
in .1>tee.Li...6 h duptUA. at :the c.1tOwd 
& pool.I> o 6 exc.1tement 
may c.aJtpet min-l-c.eU 6looM 

- ljOU can 1 t .!>top U.6 -

but we w.<.U. endu!te :the .1>tenc.h 
& 6.{.ght on· 
we w.<.U. pJUL.i..6e :the t/tee 6M ili .1>hame 
& mop clean :the .1>t/teet.6 
w.dh OU/t pU!tp0.6e 

though headle.1>.1> llJ'l.d b1tok.en 
we w.<.U. pMjec.t a c.ommon vo.U.e 
in a c.hobt 06 de:t:vi.mUtat.Wn 
echoing ouJt 1te6Jtain 61tom ail c.01tnelt.6 

- ljOU can't .!>top U.6 -

- you c.an 't .!>top U.6 -

YOU CAN'T STOP US NOW! 
198 8 poembook./noJtma. l. may6ield 

Within the limits of our resources 
we try to provide information on one 
of the most important events of our 
times - the tortuous struggle of half 
a continent for liberation from apart
heid fascism - and its impact on our 
country, and on the rest of the world. 

We have no funding and depend 
on our activities, and YOUR SUP
PORT for continuance of ALERT. 
Please fill out the form below for a 
$10 sub/membership, and if you can, a 
contribution. 

We thank all of you for your 
wonderful cooperation. 

Film Review: 

A WORLD APART 
Since 1985, when South Africa 

imposed strict press censorship, films 
have replaced the news media as a 
means of keeping apartheid in the 
public consciousness. The lafest is A 
World Apart. It is also the best. The 
film tells the story of Ruth First, 
South African journalist, freedom 
fighter, martyr, and is authored by 
her daughter, Shawn Slovo. The film 
details one white family's embrace of 
black South Africa's struggle for lib
eration. 

The time of A World Apart is 
1963. Two years after Sharpeville but 
long before the Soweto upr1smg 
(1976) and the world's focused revul
sion at apartheid. I lived in South 
Africa during that period. Watching 
the film, I again felt the sorrow and 
outrage I experienced in witnessing 
those same events for the first time: 
the institution of the infamous 90 day 
detention law, the callous and uncar
ing attitude of most whites, the great 
and small indignities and insults borne 
by blacks. 

** 
The events on the screen oc

curred a quarter of a century ago in 
a world far less aware of, or con
cerned for, racist oppression in South 
Africa (or, for that matter, in this 
country). That fact alone makes Ruth 
First's story all the more inspiring. 
When freedom finally comes to South 
Africa, her name and that of her hus
band, Joe . Slovo, will grace the roll of · 
honor. And daughter Shawn, whose 
agony at having lived through the 
events depicted must have multiplied 
in the writing of this film, will I hope 
be there to hear her parents celebra
ted along with all who have given 
their lives to the liberation struggle. 

As long as the press is prevented 
from "covering" South Africa, we 
must depend upon such films as A 
World Apart to remind us of "the 
story". And be deeply grateful to 
Shawn Slovo for telling it so well. 

-Rev. V. Carpenter 

NOTE: The film is still at the Bridge 
in San Francisco. 

WINN I E MAN DELA 
THE SOUL OF S OUTH AFRICA 

BY MILTON MELTZER 
lllUSTRATED BY STEPH EN MARCHESI 

The above new book, for children 
ages 7 through 11, has won· much 
praise. "It is a finely crafted book," 
writes American Bookseller magazine. 
It has several black and white illus
trations by the well-known Stephen 
Marchesi. Author Meltzer has written 
other quality books in the "Women of 
Our Time" series, published by Viking 
Kestrel. 

Meltzer has woven much of his 
tale from Winnie Mandela's own 
story, "Part Of My Soul Went With 
Him," plus numerous other sources. 
The book is available at the public 

· library, or may be purchased at the 
Book Center on Valencia St. for just 
$3.50 in paperback. 

-----NOTICE!! ----
Teenagers, middle-agers, and seasoned 
citizens, both male and female, inter
ested in joining a video production 
team committed to issue- oriented 
programming for cable's Public Ac
cess TV Channels. Write for more in
formation to: The Bay Area Media 
Group, P.O. Box 51505, East Palo 
Alto, CA 94303. 

~l_~~,.SUBSCRIPTION (including SFAAC membership) 

Q I ndividual $1~ 

Q Sustain~~- $25 

0 Org. $25 0 Qtly . 

SF Anti-Aparthe id Comm. 
Post OUice Box 5422 D 

Name 

Address 

City 

0 
Donor $50 QPatron $100 

~~~--,~~~~~~~~~~~~-..:Phone 
Please pr i nt 

Please make checks payable to SFAAC , P.O.Box 5422, 
S.F. 94101-5422. (If you'd like to pay quarterly, 
check appropriate circle and we'll send reminders) 
8 

San Francisco, CA ~-
94101 - 5422 ~~ fr 
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