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MINUTES, AFRICA FUND TRUSTEES MEETING, DECEMBER 7, 1978 

Present: JJhn L.S. Holloman,presiding; Peter Weiss; Robert Stover; 
William Landis; Sophia Yarnall Jacobs; Marvin Rich; Robert Boehm 

Staff: George Houser, Paul Irish, Jennifer Davis 

1. The meeting was called to order by Peter Weiss pending the 
arrival of Dr. Holloman shortly after 4:00 p.m. at the board room, 
38th floor, 666 Fifth Ave. George Houser reported that Frank Mon
tero, Lionel Rogosin and Jan van Hoogstraaten had reported schedule 
conflicts preventing their attendance. 

2. George Houser reported that the Fund was now located at its 
new office space at 198 Broadway in lower Manhattan near Fulton St. 
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It is convenient by subway, ten minutes travel time from midtown. A 
considerable search was made since the real estate market was much 
more difficult than when we signed our previous lease. The new office 
space offered a considerable savings over other acceptable locations. 

3. George Houser reviewed highlights of his report on his trip 
to frontline countries of southern Africa earlier in the fall. He 
concentrated on the situation in Zimbabwe. Joshua Nkomo's secret meet
ing with Ian Smith came to light as he arrived, leading to strains be
tween ZANU and ZAPU, the components of the Patriotic Front. Nkomo 
took George to visit refugee centers in Zambia, which were bombed 
shortly after his return by Rhodesian forces. He stated emphatically 
that these were strictly refugee and not military facilities. Peter 
Weiss, who also recently visited Mozambique emphasized the same point 
based on his observations of refugee facilities in Mozambique. 

4. Research: Jennifer Davis reported that a study of U.S. com
puter corporations in South Africa would be released in the near fu
ture, written by Richard Leonard, formerly of ACOA staff. Peter Weiss 
added that Seymour Hersch of the New York Times was highly complimen
tary about the research files of the Fund. 

Literature sales for 1978 already have passed the figures for en
tire 1977 in ten months. Calendar sales are moving along, with a lar
ger run produced than the previous year. 

S. Paul Irish reported on medical shipments to Africa since April, 
including four shipments to the medical programs of The Patriotic Front 
in Mozambique and Zambia; the sending of spectrophotometers in addition 
to boiler and sterilizer parts and stethoscopes to the Mozambique Mini
stry of Health and medicines which left in early 1978; shipments of 
medicines to Cape Verde, and assistance in shipping about a million 
dollars worth of surplus hospital beds and other equipment. 
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Apprcxlmately $9,000 has been expended on emergency assistance 
to African refugees primarily from southern Africa. William Landis 
noted that we should make sure that none of these funds are used for 
general travel and education of individuals. 

Board members suggested that the staff follow up in contacting 
other drug companies and agencies involved in such shipments. 

6. George Houser presented a proposed list of suggested pro
jects growing out of his trip, with emphasis on projects on Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe refugees and emergency assistance. The board voted to accept 
the project emphasis suggested. 

7. Marvin Rich reported on finances for the ten months of 1978 
and the proposed budget for 1979 which was worked out in coordina
tion with the staff. He noted that the Fund had unpaid bills of 
approximately $20,000, a situation which should be watched carefully. 
The proposed budget came in two forms--a basic budget need to cover 
expected operating costs plus emergency assistance, and a second bud
get, approximately twice as large including projects we cannot be 
absolutely sure of but based on past experience could bring the total 
budget to approximately $250,000. Marvin moved the budget, seconded 
by Robert Stover, which was adopted by the board. 

8. Under new business, Peter Weiss suggested that the Fund 
consider filing an election to devote up to 20% of the budget to
wards lobbying. William Landis noted that the Fund would first have 
to qualify as a public charity. He and Marvin Rich will check the 
financial data to see if The Fund now qualifies for this status. 

The next meeting of the board was tentatively set for April 19. 
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