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Minutes, ACOA Executive Board Meeting, September 30, 1976 

r 
Secretary, Dorothy Hibbert, acted as chairperson pro tern until the President, William 
Booth, arrived. 

Present: Elombe Brath, Marshall Brown, Robert Browne, Galer Butcher, Elsie Carrington, 
Michael Davis,. Dorothy Hibbert, Jay Jacobson, Leonard Jeffries, Elizabeth 
Landis, Tilden Lemelle, Edward May, Oseye Mchawi, Gail Morlan, Herbert Shore, 
Timothy Smith, Richard Stevens, Robert Van Lierop 

Staff: George Houser, Jennifer Davis, Richard Knight, Marvin Rich 

Visitor: Gil Noble 

2. Brief Reports 

a) Poster Campaign - George Houser circulated a rough draft of a proposed poster 
campaign competition which was aimed at drawing many artists into focusing 

their attention on the effects of apartheid. Prizes, possibly $500 first prize, and 
several $200 second prizes would be offered for the best posters and the idea was that 
the winning posters would be sold and in that way bring in an income for the partici
pating groups such as ACOA, and possibly the liberation movements. Ray Gould was co
operating with Herb Yavel, who had initiated the idea and was carrying the basic work 
involved. 

b) Ray Gould's work with the nat1onal black press. Ray had submitted a report 
in writing as he was not able to be at the meeting. He has been working with 

the encouragement and endorsement of Carlton Goodlett, President of the National News
paper Publishers Association, at supplying the black press on a regular basis with fea
ture articles of standard newspaper column length of 600 to 800 words. Currently the 
series is called Voices for African Freedom . Several columns have already been sent 
out during the summer and have met with a very good response. 

c) Ray refereed to the work done on the sports scene during Olympic Games where 
he had participated in an all-day seminar on race and sport and in a demon

stration at the South African Hospitality Center in Montreal. He also referred to the 
expulsion from international bodies of three more South African associations, soccer, 
swimming and track and field. Finally in this area we had recently received a letter 
from Arthur Ashe in which he promised "a drastic reconsideration of his position and 
expressed his solidarity with Dennis Brutus' current opinion on the South African 
situation . . IJ 

d) Literature - Richard Knight reported sales of literature (through the Africa 
Fund) had reached approximately $5,000 already this year. This was double 

the amount for the whole of last year. It indicated a growing demand for literature 
from ACOA. Jennifer pointed out that much of this literature was now ACOA and Africa 
Fund produced literature. 

e) Bill Anderson - George Houser. reported that Bill Anderson, a young South 
African, who had been drafted into the South African army and had served in 

Angola and in Namibia was now in New York. Bill had seen terrible atrocities while 
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in service, which had ultimately driven him to leaving South Africa and exposing what 
he had seen in the British Manchester Guardian. ACOA was attempting to set up a series 
of press, television and radio interviews for him. 

3. Finance Report 

The financial report for the period 1/1/76 - 8/31/76 was presented by Marvin Rich. 
After some discussion it was agreed on a motion from Jay Jacobson that the financial 
report be accepted. 

4. Ballot for Trustees ·of the Africa Fund 

Robert Boehm and Lionel Rogosin were proposed as new trustees of the Africa Fund. 
Their appointments were unanimously accepted. 

5. Report on Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau 

George Houser reported briefly on h~s visit to Guinea-Bissau on the occasion of 
the 20th anniversary of the founding of the PAIGC. He was the only American present 
and said that it had been an ext~emely exciting and interesting time. A written re
port will be coming out. 

Jennifer Davis reported briefly on her visit to Mozambique. She had spent al
most a month - 2~ weeks in the capital, Maputo, and 10 days in Cabo Delgado, one of 
the first regions to be liberated by FRELIMO during the war. In her brief report 
she described the intensive waym which the whole population was participating in the 
process of reconstruction and in the building of a new society. Despite the tremen
dous poverty and lack of physical equipment there was a sense among people that they 
can and would change their lives which was extremely moving. Many people had spoken 
about how important the aid that came from organizations like the ACOA and Africa Fund 
was. They saw this as vital not only in terms of the actual projects that could thus 
be built, but also in terms of the creation of strong links between the peoples of 
the United States and Mozambique. Jennifer will write a report which will be circu
lated to members of the board. 

6. Current Issues 

George Houser had prepared a brief written memo which was circulated which dealt 
both with the 1976 election campaign and with Kissinger's shuttle diplomacy. His 
basic proposals for a list of policy positions to be sent to selected candidates and 
voters in the 1976 campaign were accepted after some discussion, with a few amend
ments. In summary these were: 

a) The United States should state publicly that it will not recognize the inde
pendence of the Transkei, or negotiate for a riavel base in the Transkei or 

e:ngage in other acts 11 short of recognition 11 which would in actual fact be tantamount 
to recognition. 

b) The United States should support Decree #1 of the UN Council for Namibia. 

c) The United States should have a policy of discouraging investments in South 
Africa and encouraging withdrawal, and should prohibit new or expanded in

vestments. 

d) An embargo should be effectively implemented cutting off any materials and 
technology to South Africa which could be used for military purposes, and 

should prohibit all military relationships. 
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e) Tax credits to American firms doing business in Namibia or in South Africa 
and Zimbabwe should be ended, and the United States should develop a pro
gram of tax disincentives. 

f) The U.S. should support Angola's membership in the United Nations and should 
recognize the People's Republic of Angola. 

g) The U.S. should increase its assistance to Angola, Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau. 

h) The United States should make a generous contribution to the United Nations 
Trust Fund for South Africa. 

i) Rhodesian sanctions should be continued until the United Nations removes them 
and should be extended to 3rd country subsidaries of the U.S. corporations. 

j) There should be a program of direct assistance to political refugees and to 
the opponents of apartheid. 

k) The United States should break off diplomatic relationships with South Africa 
until such time as the system of apartheid has been totally ended. 

7. Kissinger's Shuttle Diplomacy 

In general the board members agreed with and confirmed the analysis made in 
George Houser's report on this question, with some minor amendments. It was agreed 
that the memo should be circulated as widely as possible. It was agreed that the 
principle should be written into our statement that while we supported aid and assis
tance to the newly emerging independent countries, such assistance should only be 
at the request of and under the direction of the liberation movements rather than 
through bi-lateral channels that have as a central feature the furthering of American 
interests. There was considerable discussion on the AID Contract with the African 
American Scholars Council. It was agreed that there were serious implications to the 
contract which should be raised with many of the people involved in the Scholars Council. 

8. Black Leadership Conference on Southern Africa 

Robert Browne reported briefly on a meeting called in Washington under the aus
pices of the Black Caucus which had resulted in the formation of a group committed to 
try to establish a permanent lobby on southern Africa. An interim committee had been 
set up which would report back within the next few months. 

9. Next Board meeting date -Thursday, December 9th, at 6:00 p.m. 
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