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Present: Peter Weiss, Chairman; David Jones; Hope Stevens; Daniel Bernstein, 
Stanley Levison. Staff: George Houser, James Robinson. 

1. After the American Negro Leadership Conference on Africa~What? Hope Stevens 
reported on the beginnings of the discussion at the Planning Committee meeting 
of the American Negro Leadership Conference on Africa and when the question 
arose of what should come out of the conference in an organizational way, ~he 
American Committee on Africa came into the discussion as a possible on-going 
vehicle. The Steering Committee summarized its approach to the question in 
the following three points: (a) it is the hope of the American Committee on 
Africa that out of the American Negro Leadership Conference on Africa will emerge 
an instrument through which Negro leadership in this country can express its 
interests in Africa and can take action in relation to United States policy 
toward Africa; (b) the American Committee on Africa would offer itself as this 
instrument either by merger or some form of association; (c) the American Committee 
on Africa would be willing to make certain organizational changes which would increase 
the effectiveness of the instrument as a medium for both Negro expression and greater 
citizen expression of concern for American policy toward Africa. 

The Steering Committee was clear that the kind of changes which could be con
sidered by the ACOA in consultation with the Planning Committee of the Leadership 
Conference might involve both the Board and the staff. It was agreed that the 
American Committee on Africa went into such discussions with somestrength growing 
.out of its many years of experience, its accomplishments, its general ~cquaintance 
with the field, a sizeable mailing list, etc. 

2. The Eleanor Roosevelt Memorial Scholarship: News came to the attention of the 
Steering Comm2ttee while it was in session that Mrs.·Eleanor Roosevelt had just 
passed away.; It was agreed that the Committee should establish a memorial 
scholarship to be contributed to by members of the Board and possibly friends of 
the Committee to assist an African student from one of the areas of Africa still 
under colonial domination, to study in an American college or university. 

3. 1963 Budget: See attached report. 

Items left over which will be considered at the next Steering Committee meeting or 
at the Board meeting are: (1) plans for implementing the Appeal for Action Against 
Apartheid on December lOth; (2) plans for observing 1963 as the lOth anniversary 
of the ACOA. 
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