
American Committee on Africa 
Steering Committee Meeting 
May 17, 1972 

Present: William Booth, Chairman; George Daniels, Dorothy Hibbert, Elizabeth 
Landis, Andrew Norman, Tim Smith, Robert Van Lierop 

staff: George Houser, Jennifer Davis, Robin Myers 

1. Document for the coming election campaign 

It was agreed that this should be done ; there was already a draft drawn by Robin 
Myers available. A sub-committee of Robin Myers, Tim Smith, and Janet Hooper would 
revise the draft. 

Tim suggested that it might be useful to find a few co·sponsors who would be 
willing to share financial costs ; some of the churches might be willing to cooperate. 

2. Namibia 

George reported that he had been granted a visa by the Council for Namibia. There 
was same discussion on the tactics to be adopted in using the visa most effectively. 
It was agreed that George would keep the office informed of his plans so that we 
could make some announcement in New York when the time came. 

It was reported that South Africa Foreign Minister Muller was holding discussion 
in New York with U.N. Secretary General Waldheim. on the question of Namibia. It 
was rumored that a compromise of some sort was likely, most probably centering 
around the establishment of a formal U.N. presenoe in Namibia. There was some 
discussion on the validity of such an agreement. There was a consensus that a 
U.N. presence could only be seen as a step forward if it were integrally related 
to the process of handing the territory over to the Namibians -- as Namibia, and 
not in a number of "Bantustans." It was agreed that a draft statement or letter 
be drawn up, but that action wait until after the forthcoming Conference on Namibia 
being called by SWAPO in Brussels, to which George was going. 

Regarding the visit of Chief Kapuuo to the u.s., Bill Booth had talked to the 
Chief, who was eager to come to the u.s. to explain the situation in Namibia. 
It would be necessary to find funds to cover travelling expenses for himself and 
one companion; George reported that he had approached several possible sponsors, 
including the Lutherans. He felt that the visit would be welcomed by SWAPO and 
by many sympathetic people at the U.N. A good time for the visit would be during 
the sessions of the General Assembly in the fall of 1972. It is possible that 
same universities and churches would be willing to co-sponsor the visit. Jennifer 
Davis will check the possibilities. 

It was reported that preliminary work was being done on several proposed actions 
involving Namibia including a stockholder suit, the formation of a new corporation 
to claim mineral rights, and the investigation of issues of taxation. 
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William Booth reported that he had heard from several people from Namibia who had 
been deported and who needed travel docum~nts. It was agreed that we should do what 
we could to approach the U.N. for assistance on travel documents. 

3. New York Times 

It was agreed that the letter and legal docUment to the New York Times, protesting 
their advertising for jobs and travel in South Africa, be sent as drafted, that the 
New York Times be ca+led after one week if they had not responded, and that further 
pressure then be applied on them. 

4. Black Caucus Conference 

ACOA had received an invitation to attend. William Booth reported that Congressman 
Diggs had asked him to chair the meetings -- he was not yet sure whether he would 
be able to arrange to do so. It was agreed that George Daniels, who was attending 
the Conference, would represent ACOA. Literature should be distributed at the 
Conference. It was agreed to ask Henry Lieberg to check on technical arrangements. 

5. Washington Office 

Ted Lockwwod has been doing a great deal of work on ACOA's behalf in Washington 
in relation to the chrome question. He is acting on a temporary basis. 

George reported that funds are available for the Washington Office, we are now 
looking for personnel, and office space is available. 

The Fraser Hearings are due soon, and will deal with the issue of sanctions as a 
U.N. tool. 

6. Angola coffee 

We are doing the basic detective vtork on this. Jennifer Davis has begun talking 
to various groups to develop some sense of available organizational thrust. 

1. OAU Celebration Committee, Philadelphia 

It was agreed to thank the Committee for the invitation, but no one on the Board 
would be able to attend because of conflict with Washington events. 

8. Public announcement of ACOA Presidency 

George Daniels will phone contacts in the Times , Poet, and Daily Ne't>TS • 

9· Peter Weiss's party 

The party is being organized for the 23rd of May. 

10. Nominating Committee Report 

The Nominating Committee recommended that the Steering Committee should be con~ 
stituted as follows, subject to those nominated consenting to serve: 



William Booth 
Robert Browue 
George Daniels 
Dorothy Hibbert 
Janet Hooper 
Elizabeth Landis 

Gail Morlan 
Andrew Norman 
Frederick Schwarz 
Tim Smith 
Robert Van Lierop 
Peter Weiss 

It was also recommended that the following be asked to serve on the Nat1onal 
Committee of ACOA: 

Rep. Ronald Dellums 
Rep. Shirley Chisholm 
Rep. Louis Stokes 
Rep. Charles Rangel 
Rep. John Conyers 
Rev. Ralph Abernathy 
Rev. Andrew Young 
Prof. John H. Clarke 
Dorothy Height 
r.w. Abel 

Leonard Woodcock 
Hugh Smythe 
Delegate Walter E. Fauntroy 
Arthur Ashe 
Bill Russell 
John Marcum 
John Sengstacke 
Cesar Chavez 
Sen. Edward Kennedy 
Benjamin Mays 
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