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[onight, we come together to celebrate 50 years of
collective “Activism for Africa” Our theme this

evening is “Sankofa,” an Adinkra symbaol from the

Akan of West Africa. which means “wisdom,
knowledge, and the people’s heritage.” learning
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fight tor human development, debr cancellation,
AlDS I-nru.fmg_ reparations, and poace, we must
reflect on the wisdom and knowledge we have gained
in the past 50 years. The successful struggles of
\frican people to gain independence from coloniza
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activists in the US, offer us many important lessons
By fully understanding the trials and celebrating the
achievements of the past, we can find strength

direction, and inspiration for the future

In 2001, three of the oldest Africa advocacy groups
in the United States ||1~.'|':._-|1'Ll to become a new
organization-AFRICA ACTTON -working for
I.'-.'l.'lrll.'llll'il J !'IH-|I|IL.I|_ .'I'I'Il.l fﬂl.'ll.'l.ll JUstice rll]'l.'lll‘L:iliFlH

the African continent

In 1953, the American Committee on Africa (ACOA)
was founded in New York by a group of black and
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the historic Defiance Campaign in South Africa the
previous year. ACOA together with the Africa Fund
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organizations built strong networks of US
based advocares that became crucial partici
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Ihe Africa Policy Information Center
(APIC), founded in "."n':'|.w|1:|r1:|_1l:n11_ DC in
1978, (imitially as the Washington Office on
Africa Education Fund, WOA-EF) |'-|um'vn'1_l
the use of new information and communication
technology to support advocacy work on Africa
When these three organizations merged, their com
plementary strengths became a solid framework to

organize activism for Africa in the decades ahead

[his yesar marks a half Cenmury since the 1-.1|||1¢{1'r1‘5:mlf.
AFRICA ACTION's oldest parent organization
Ihe struggle today is no longer against colonialism and
South African apartheid, but against global apartheid
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racism that keeps Africa poor. Global issues. from the
A1 DS pandemic to the failure of peacckeeping to the
unjust and unpayable foreign debt, have their most

devastating CONSCQUENCes in Africa
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States and with civil society organizations in Africa,
AFRICA ACTION is working to change American
I:.FII'I:L'\.II |'H"'1L\'!. .’I[IL! |hl.' }"'L'lli.\. s i|‘1-iII|I."I II:I][\”I.ll
institutions in order to support African struggles
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