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Governor William Milliken 
state Capitol Building 
Lansing, Hichigan 48909 

Dear Governor Milliken: 

December 21, 1982 

The Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility is a coalition of church inves
tors concerned with corporate responsibility. Our member agencie s include repre
sentatives of 17 Protestant denominations and more than 180 Roman Catholic orders 
and dioceses who seek to have their social concerns reflected in the practices of 
corporations in which they own stock. As socially concerned investors, ICCR mem
bers have over $6 billion in portfolios as their responsibility. 

With ICCR's broad and diverse membership, it would be inappropriate for us to con
tend that we speak for all of them. Yet for many of our members the situation in 
Southern Africa is of grave importance because of the oppression inflicted upon 
the majority population by the white-minority government and the role of U.S. cor
porations there, a long standing priority issue. 

One focus of our work is to educate the American public, including our own con
stituency, about the issue of South Africa and the role that U.S. banks and cor
porations play in strenghtening white ~nority rule in South Africa and Namibia. 
Our campaigns have focused on ending tank loans to South Africa, convincing U.S. 
corporations not to expend their South African investment, preventing strategic 
sales to the government of South Africa and offering the possibility of corporate 
withdrawal of investment. 

Therefore at an ICCR board meeting last week many of our members were pleased 
that the ~fichigan legislature chose to pass House 'Bill 4553 which requires state 
educational institutions to divest from corporations that operate in South Africa. 
We urge that you promptly sign the bill. This would be an important sign to the 
South African government that even though the people of Michigan are thousands of 
miles from Pretoria, they are deeply concerned about the sufferings that the non
white South Africans must endure. Also it would be an example that other state 
legislatures could emulate. 

As you may know, other states are considering sL~lar legislation. The state of 
Connecticut bas a bill signed by the governor which guides them in South African 
divestment decisions. In 1~ssachusetts, the governor has a bill similar to yours 
on his desk. 

We are proud of your past record concerning civil and human rights and feel that 
you would also be most concerned for the rights of all Southern Africans. B,y 
signing HB 4553, you would convince us of your sincerity in this matter, but more 
importantly you would be aiding in the struggle for justice in Southern Africa. 

Thank you very much . May your holidays be very enjoyable. 

Sincerely yours, 
Tim Smith .- Executive 
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Dir ector ( C~ol ~mplatsky-Jarman ~ Director/International Justice 
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