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In an unusual opportunity for Lane County theater-goers, ~ 

one of the most highly acclaimed current productions of The 

Oregon Shakespearean Festival will corne to Eugene November 7&8. 

The award-winning play, "Sizwe Bansi is Dead" is a humorous 

yet deeply moving story of a black man's struggle to maintain 
f 

his ident -, Yin South African society. "Sizwe Bansi" is directed 

by Luther James and features James Avery in the title role and 

J. Wesley Huston as Styles and Buntu, two of the play's three 

chanracters. 

The current production was developed in San Diego at a 

repertory company founded by Huston, and was brought to Ashland 

by Festival director Jerry Turner, who was so impressed by the 

work that he invited all three of the artists--actors and direc

tor--to Ashland to become part of the company. 

The play originated, however, in New Brighton, South Africa, 

in a black theater group. It carne out of improvisations conduc

ted by white director-playwright Athol Fugard and black actors 

John Kani and Winston Ntshona. 

Although banned by law from performance in white theaters 

in South Africa, "sizwe Bansi is Dead" was invited to perform 

in London, and then in New York and Los Angeles. In order to 

obtain exit visas from South Africa, Kani and Ntshona, as blacks, 

were required to declare themselves employed by Fugard as 

"personal servants". 

In its New York engagement, it won the Tony Award for 

Best Play of 1974. Clive Barnes of the New York Times wrote, 

"Sizwe Bansi is an astonishingly good play ... and a joyous 

hymn to human nature." 

At the end of the tour, Fugard's passport was withdrawn 

by South African authorities and he remained in exile in England. 

John Kani and Winston Ntshona returned to South Africa, where 
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they continued to perform "Sizwe Bansi is Dead". They were 

subsequently arrested, and their present whereabouts are un

known. 

The current production has received widespread acclaim 

by West coast reviewers. Fred Crafts of the Eugene Register

Guard siad, "It's irnrnpossible to say enough about the stupendous 

acting of Huston and Avery. These are two (actually, three) of 

the most finely honed characterizations you'll ever see." 

The play deals with the extraordinary obstacles South Af

rican blacks face in dealing with the apartheid system of rigid 

racial segregation and domination. with wit and anger, the pro

duction shows Sizwe Bansi, a black worker trapped by the lack 

of proper papers, who is helped by a compassionate worldly

wise fixer, and who eventually must give up his very identity 

to survive within the system. 

Actor J. Wesley Huston's credits include performances in 

"Amen Corner" in San Diego's O'Neill Theatre, and work in the 

Missouri Repertory Company in Kansas City and the Henry Street 

Playhouse in New York City . 

James Avery, Ernrny Award nominee for "Celebrate Life," 

"Almeda Speaks, and thePoet James Avery," amd "Heaven Sent" 

has also won Atlas Awards for his performances in "Ceremonies 

in Dark Old Men" and "Hot L Baltimore." 

Both actors also played leading roles in the recent Ash

land production of Shakespeare's "Coriolanus." 

"Sizwe Bansi" is being brought to Eugene by People for 

Southern African Freedom, the University of Oregon Black Student 

Union and the Cultural Forum. 

The play will take place at 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 

November 7 and 8, at the Lane County Conference Center, 15th 

and Madison in Eugene. 

Tickets are available at the EMU Main Desk, Everybody's 

Records, Meier and Frank, and the Keystone Cafe. They are priced 

at $5, $6, and $7 ($3 for children). For more information, call 

Kathy Black at 686-5641 or 343-3965, or Bob Guldin at 343-0509. 
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