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Organizing an Anti-Apartheid
Coalition
by Arlene Tyner and Catherine Blunt
Phila.--Last January 14, in celebration of Dr. Martin
Luther King's birthday, more than 1,500 people rallied
in 1 5-20 degree temperatures in solidarity with the
Black majority in South Africa and Namibia. No less
than 200 were present at anyone time during the allnight vigil.
Thus, the Phila. Martin Luther King Anti-Apartheid
Coalition was formed as an alliance of civic, religious,
union, political and community groups with a 6-point
program of demands and action-oriented committee structure:
1. Release of Nelson Mandela and all Political prisoners.
2. Release of recent strike leaders in South Africa.
3. Scrapping of Reagan's "constructive engagement"
policy.
4. Good faith negotiations with legitimate South
African leaders.
5. Economic sanctions against South Africa and Namibia.
6. Support for the Namibian people's right b selfdetermination and protection of Namibia's natural
resources.
The newly formed District Action Committee of the
Coalition held a successful picket of the local Best3asco on Feb. 22-23 to protest its sale of the South
African krugerrand. More than 1,000 signed petitions
against the sale of these gold coins. If negotiations
are not successful a local boycott of the Best-Basco
chain may be initi~ted. Other committees formed include: Steering, Education, Legislative, Trade Union
and Media.
At the rally, credit was given to Dr. King for
being among the first national leaders to call for an
international boycott of apartheid South Africa in
his appeal (Dec. 10, 1965) at Hunter College in New
York City. Opening the rally was Mayor W. Wilson Goode.
Speakers who followed included labor leaders and
local and state government officials. David N'Daba
representing the African National Congress (ANC) also
spoke.
Among the speakers at the all-night vigil were UN
SWAPO Deputy Representative p. Asheeke of Namibia,
and Chris Sprowal, leader of the Committee for Dignity
and Fairness for the Homeless (members of the homeless .....
community took part in the vigil). Speaking for community groups that do anti-aparthied work were Catherine
Blunt, Committee for a Free South Africa and Namibia,
and Tony Monteiro, National Anti-Imperialist Movement
in Solidarity with African Liberation.
An 8:00 rally the following morning featured Godfrey
Sithole, Phila. Rep. of the ANC, and Jerry Herman,
American Friends Service Committee.
Throughout the night entertainment was provided by
musical groups; speeches by Dr. King were played, people sang and danced to South African and Namibian liberation songs as well as to the Special AKA hit, Free
Nelson Mandela. A film was shown in the wee hours.
The successful event, plus the formation of a permanent c..)alition were made possible by a history of
consistent, anti-apartheid work in Phila., especially
during the last 5 years. In 1982 the City Council voted
overwhelmingly to divest city workers' pension funds
from companies doing business in South Africa and
Namibia and with the apartheid government, and 80% of
the $85 million inpension funds have thus far been
divested.

Perhaps the example set by the Philadelphia group
will inspire our efforts here in Ann Arborl

u.s. Businessmen's Attitudes
About Apartheid Revealed
by Tafataona Mahoso
Studies by US News ~ World Report (4/22/68), Market Research Africa of Johannesburg (1969), and the
Council for Christian Social Action (1969-71) provides
some revealing data regarding attitudes of U.S. businessmen in South Africa.
During the Kennedy, Johnson and Nixon Administrations, when the U.S. maintained a public posture
against apartheid while quietly collaborating with
it, the overwhelming majority of U.S. businessmen opposed such a posture--even boycotting U.S. Embassysponsored functions whenever Asians and Africans had
been invited.
The explanation these men gave was that they practiced apartheid because they felt that the U.S. was
just as racist as South Africa. White Americans had
no right to disapprove of South Africa's legitimate
way of solv~ng its racial problems.
One study showed that 40% of these U.S. businessmen would vote Dr the extreme right-wing Afrikaner Nationalist Party if given the opportunity. About 60%
said ap~theid was a legitimate, genuine and honest
way of d~aling with South Africa's "racial problems."
Only 9% ~aid that apartheid was wrong.
Another study showed that 31% of the businessmen
would vote for the Nationalist Party of Vorster and
Bot h.).; 32% for the equally all-white United Party;
and 20% for the Progressive Party. These are all lilywhite, racist parties upholding the principles of apar~
theid and differing only on ways of maintaining it.
In other words, bet~en 63 and 92% of the businessmen,depnding oh the study cited, supported apartheid
in 1968-72. The "hardline investors" among them
pressed the U.S. government to support white South
Africa openly; this goal was soon backed by U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger's Memorandum #39 (1969),
and is now being advanced by Reagan's policy of "constructive engagement."
It is even more revealing to hear what these men
had to say about apartheid back then. One told US News
& World Report:
Look, here I've got f ive servants. Do you think
I could have 5 servants in New York? Here I've
got 4 polo ponies and I play polo every weekend. Could I do that in New York? Here I belong to the best clubs. In New York, you've
really arrived when you get on the waiting
list to join the New York Athletic Club. Besides, here we've got a wonderful climate.
The next corporate executive quoted sounded even
more authentically racist than the architects of
apartheid, themselves. R.J. Scott, managing director
of Ford Motor Co., which is one of the main corporate
props for the Sullivan principles that provide a pretense of bringing equality between African and white
workers, said:
I didn't mix with them [Blacks] in the States;
I don't mix with them here, and if I went
back to the States, I wouldn't mix with them
either.
International Harvester's James Hatos added: "This
Bantustan thing--I agree with it 100%. It is economically sound. I don't want hundreds of Africans running
around in front of my house."
The Chrysler representative adopted the mythology
and philosophy of apartheid's founding fathers when
he said:"The African doesn't want a trade union. He
isn't used to democracy, he is used to an authoritarian, hierarchical tribal structure [and] being just
out of the Stone Age, the African accepts the white
man as his guardian."
As late as February 1984, with all the massacres
and mass arrests being reported daily in South Africa,
L.S. arenna of Strategic Investments Inc. (Dallas)
wrote to his shareholders: " ••• This [South Africa] is
a country of law, order, morality and progress."
Continued on page two

U.S. BUSINESSMEN, Cont.
However, the mass movement in South Africa is impossible to ignore. Astute corporate executives have
begun to take seriously the ongoing South Af!I:ican
revolution for justice. The more forward-looking of
them wrote and published South Africa: Time Running
Out (1981). Al so, Dec. 6, 1984, the Rand Daily Mail
reported that Mike Rosholt, chairman of the giant
Barlow Rand group in South Africa, in the group's
arumal report "urged the government to reconsider
forced removals of Black people and laws which deprive
Bl acks of [South African] citizenship."
For corporate executives to admit publicly that
South Africa denies citizenship to 75% of its population is a radical departure from the praises to apartheid outlined above. This change can be credited to
the South African mass movement and its freedom fighters, who have convincingly shown their courage and resolution to free themselves by facing tanks, howitzers,
M-16s and armored cars with bare knuckles, stones and
sticks.
Divestment is critical in the fight against apartheid because the corporations and those governments
behind them are using their presence there to strengthen apartheid and undermine the liberation movement itself by sowing seeds of suspicion among its ranks and
infiltrating them.
U.S. investments in South Africa in the '40s were
under $100 million. Now they stand at $15 billion.
While 25 % of African families lived below the poverty
line in 1943, by 1980 more than 80% were below it.
Today, a working class white family is entitled to
about $800/month to meet minimal decent living in South
Africa; an African family in the Venda Reservation
gets an average of $20/month. Since quality education
is denied to Africans, they cannot compete for technology-intensive jobs offered by most U.S. corporations;
only one-half % of the African population of working
age work for these comp~nies.

Anti-Apartheid Buttons
Available
Support the WCCAA by wearing an anti-apartheid
slogan in red, gold or green! Those who passed by
our literature table at the Art Fair already have
theirs, but you can still order yours by sending $1.25
to WCCAA, c/o E. Anagnost, 812 Henry, #1, Ann Arbor,
MI 48104. Specify slogan & color: APARTHEID--NO!,
RELEASE MANDELA!, AFRICAN NATICNAL CONGRESS--PCWER TO '
THE PEOPLE, FREE SOUTH AFRICA!

Announcements
The ,Tune 19 Reggae Benefit for the WCCAA at the
Blind Pig was a success and we would like to thank
all those who attended and showed their support.
Look for announcements of future benefits coming up.

The WCCAA is looking for volunteers interested in
doing anti-apartheid work. We generally meet about
once/month, though with more activities planned we've
been meeting about once/week. To find out about attending a meeting, call Eloise at 662-1139.

Our Names Are Contraband
"Since 1962 when Nelson [Mandela] was sentenced to
life imprisonment for his role in the African National Congress, W'innie has seen her husband only under
the strictest surveillance. It is calculated that in
the 26 years of their marriage, they have enjoyed
only 6 months of normal wedded life •••• They both
dream of sharing alife together in freedom to continue
the struggle."
--Ethel Payne, The Galifornia Voice, Sept. 14, 1984
when
your
when
your

isolation tortures me
name heals me
prison saturates me
name insulates me

The Bracelet ProgramA Personal View
Last issue we ran an article about International
Possibilities' n racelet Program. I'd like to share
with you what it's been like wearing one.
First, let me explain the program: Each bracelet
bears the name of a political prisoner serving a life
sentence in South Africa. Purchasers are asked to wear
th~ brace l et until the prisoner is freed. Part of the
proceeds from bracelet sales goes to the Free South
Africa Movement (building an anti-apartheid movement
in the U.S.) and the International Defense & Aid Fund
(providing aid to S. African prisoners and their families). A booklet accompanies the bracelet which includes information about the situation in South Africa,
particularly concerning political prisoners. Biographical infon.lation and details on how to stay informed
as to the status of the prisoner you've"adopted" are
also included.
Wearing the bracelet is a constant reminder for me
of the stru'J<Jle going on in South Africa and the people who are affected by it. It has really solidified
my commitment to doing anti-apartheid work because of
the way it personalizes that struggle. I feel a bond
with the person whose name I bear. I think about what
it must be like rotting in a South African prison and
what it must be like for his family.
But the most incredible part of wearing this bracelet is how you explain yourself to people when they
ask you about it. I remember faltering in my response
to an inquiry from a 10-year old. I wanted to be sure
to explain it in a way he'd understand. I was surprised by the look of comprehension on his face.
You can use the order form enclosed with this newsletter for purchasing your bracelet. They are also
available at Collected Works in Ann Arbor. Internationa l Possibilities is currently looking into expanding
its outlets.

our names are contraband
our names are contraband
protestors shout our names
under threat of arrest
students learn our names
,despite plans for illiteracy
lovers acclaim our devotion
face to face with spies
racists disguise our passion
in their words of mythology
singers flare our names
to the tune of silence
misspell our names
only to see them typeset
in other hopeful tongues
mispronounce our names
only to hear them echo
in other courageous sounds
replace our names with numbers
only to begin a countdown
that overloads all of
IBM's controlled data discs
in this land of hateful Christenings
to the speakers of the hateful dialect
our names are contraband
but to the Thousands In The Know
our names are the currency
passed defiantly fram
mouth to mouth to mouth •••
everyday now
our names possess more people
everyday now
our names unlock paralyzed people
their demands mUltiply like spores
and fly in the hot moist sky
of our climbing commitment
--Peter Harris
NOTE: Nelson Mandela's birthday was July 16th.

Winnie soothes me
Winnie soothes me
when
your
when
your

banning exhausts me
name renews me
touch escapes me
name embraces me

Nelson soothes me
soothes me

If you'd like to continue rece1v1ng this newsletter,
please send in your $5.00 with the form below:
___ Yes, I would like to receive the newsletter. Enclosed is my $5.00 subscription.

Nelso ,~

I have enclosed $

but now

___ Please add my name and phone number to the telephone tree list so I can continue to be informed of
WCCAA events and activities Phone #
------Name _____________________________________________________

when
when
when
when
when

police shoot us
ministers legislate us
contractors bulldoze us
~onstitutions amend us
corporations depreciate us

Address

donation to the WCCAA

Zip

