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SUMMARY OF LIBERATION SUPPORT MOVEMENT'S PRINCIPLES OF 
ANTI-IMPERIALIST WORK: 

(1) To accelerate, through various concrete forms of 
material support, political education and ideological 
struggle, that revolutionary process whereby vanguard 
subjugated classes and peoples in the countryside are 
fighting their way out of the imperialist system and con
tributing significantly to the emergence of post-capital
ist socialist internationalism; 

(2) To unceasingly strive to achieve an international 
socialist content and direction to the various struggles 
emerging within the metropolitan c e nters as contradic
tions there sharpen due to revolutionary successes in 
the countryside and the resulting decline in imperialist 
super-profi ts and ruling-class capacity to sustain "peo
ples imperialism"; 
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(3) To work toward the formation of revolutionary inter
nationalist structures and forms of effective collabora
tion across national lines, and at the same time fight 
against those tendencies which, if not checked, might 
well lead to a post-capitalist world of unevenly develop
ed, internally stratified and competitive (if not war
ring) "socialist" countries. 

DRAWINGS by Selma Waldman. 



1 
1963: Beginning of the armed struggle i n Guine, 
led by the Partido Africano da Independencia da 

Guine e Cabo Verde (PAIGe). 

3 1968: President of Movimento Popu l ar de 
Liberta~ao de Angola (MPLA) announced that MPLA 

headquarters would be established within Angola. 

9 1973: Strike waves which convulse South Africa 
for two months begin . Over 100,000 South African 

workers around Durban strike demanding living wages 
and political rights. 

9 1973: Rhodesian Prime Minister Ian Smith closes 
borders with Zambia in a desperate attempi to 

pressure Zambia into withdrawing support from the 
increasingly active Zimbabwe liberation movements 
(ZAPU and ZANU). 

16 1966 : First Conference of the Organization of 
the Peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America 

(OSPAAAL) . 

20 1973: Assassination of Comrade Amilcar Cabral, 
Secretary General of the PAIGC, by agents of the 

Portuguese secret police (DGS). 

25 Day of Solidarity with the Struggle of the Arab 
People - in support of the progressive Arab 

forces in their fight for the liberation of Palestine 
against imperialism, racism and Zionism . 

26 1973: SWAPO guerrillas attack a South African 
police post in Capri vi Strip , wo unding five 

policemen . 

-

1963 - PAIGe Begins Armed Struggle in Guine 
"The death of Cabral will act as a catalyst 

increasing our anger and redoubling our efforts." 
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3 1969: Assassination of Comrade Eduardo C. 
Mondlane, President of the Frente de Liberta~aode 

Mozambique (FRELIMO), by the Portuguese secret police 
(PIDE - now called DGS). 

1972: Start of a week-long rebellion by peasants 3 in the Cunene District, southern Angola, agai nst 
the "head taxes" and mandatory fees imposed by Portu
guese colonialists. In a letter to MPLA, an organizer 
reported that when the Angolan Governor, Rebocho Vaz, 
came personally to put down the uprising he was 
confronted by a united people and forced to yield to 
many of their demands. 

4 1961: Revolutionary armed action is initiated 
in Angola's capital, Luanda. Led by MPLA, the 

Angolan Revolution begins. 

13 
1960 : Assassination of Patrice Lumumba, pro
gressive leader of the Congolese people. 

3 1964: First Congress of PAIGC cadres and 
1 delegates held inside Guine; creation of the 
People's Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARP), 
integrating the existing guerrilla forces, Regular 
Army and Popular Militia. 

6 1972: MPLA opens its 6th Military Region in 1 Mo~amedes and Huila, where Portugal and South 
Africa are constructing the Cunene River hydro
electric and irrigation project. Both MPLA and South 
West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) are 
fighting this imperialist scheme which calls for ex
tensive settlement in Angola and new sources of power 
for the foreign owned mines of Namibia. 
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1961 - MPLA Initiates the Revolutionary Struggle 
"There can b e no freedom without independe nce 

and no independence withou t struggle." 
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1969: Angolan Women's Day, in memory of five 
~ murdered OMA comrades . Led by MPLA's Organiza
tion of Angolan Women (OMA) and active in all aspects 
of the revolution, Angolan women are s truggling along
side men for the total liberation of the Angolan 
people from Portuguese coloniali sm and imperialism . 

8 Internati onal Women's Day since 1911. This day 
marks the continued struggle of women against 

exploitation and imperialist wars. 

8 1968: FRELIMO launches major military actions in 
Tete District. One major objective i s to stop 

construction of the Cabora Bassa Dam and the settlement 
of one million white settlers in the Zambezi Valley. 

14 1971: A fleet of 14 helicopters plus three 
Dornier training planes destroyed by an Armed 

Revol utionary Action group (ARA) at Tancos Air Base, 
95 mi les from Lisbon. 

17 
Zimbabwe Day, a day of rededication to the 
struggle for the liberation of Zimbabwe. 

f") 1960: Sharpevi11e Massacre. Thousands of 
~1 Africans gather in peaceful protest agains t the 
Pass Laws at Sharpeville and Langa in Cape Town. 
Police open fire and kill scores of people. 

3 1972: Zimbabwe African People's Union (ZAPU) and 
~ Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU) form Joint 
Military Command to coordinate military operations 
against the racist white minority regime in Zimbabwe 
(Rhodesia) . 
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1964: Como Island, liberated by the PAIGC since 
February 1963: site of one of the most crushing 
defeats inflicted on colonial troops since the 
imperialist penetration of Africa. After 75 days of 
fierce fighting, Portuguese troops are forced to 
retreat, leaving more than 600 dead behind. 

7 Mozambican Women's Day, commemorating the death 
of Comrade Josina Machel, head of Social Affairs 

and of the Mozambican Women's Section in FRELIMO's 
Department of Foreign Affairs . 

10 1870: Birth of V.1. Lenin. 

13 
1972: Returning from its special mission into 
the liberated areas in southern Guin~ (April 2-8) 

the UN Committee on Decolonization "affirms its 
recognition of the liberation movement of Guinea 
(Bissau) and Cape Verde, PAIGC, as the only and authen
tic representative of the people of the Territory." 

14 Angolan Youth Day: In honor of the Heroic 
Guerrilla, Commander Hoji ia Henda, who was 

killed in 1968 during an MPLA attack on Karipande 
Barracks. Hoji ia Henda, nom de guerre of Jose 
Carvalho, means "Lion of Love". 

18 1961: Conference of Nationalist Organizations 
from the Portuguese Colonies (CONCP) founded in 

Casablanca. CONCP members include FRELIMO, MPLA, 
PAIGC. An important internationalist structure 
uniting the three liberation movements. 
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Brother from th west 
(How can we expla hat ou are our brother?) 
the world does not end at the threshold of your 
nor at the stream which marks the border of yo r 
nor in the sea 
in whose vastness you sometimes think 
that you have discovered the meaning of the 
Beyond your threshold, beyond the sea 
the great struggle continues. 
Men with warm eyes and hands hard as the earth 
at night embrace their children 
and depart before the dawn. 
Many will not return . 
What does it matter? 
We are men tired of shackles. For us 
freedom is worth more than life. 

From you, brother, we expect 
and to you we offer 
not the hand of charity 

which misleads and humiliates 
but the hand of comradeship 

committed, conscious. 

How can you refuse, brother from the west? 

-

Day of International Solidarity 
"The workingmen have no country ... United action is one of the 

first conditions for the emancipation of the proletariat . " 

1 International Day of Solidarity. Fi rs t 
designated as International Labor Day in 1889 by 

the International Socialist Congress. 

May 5 1818: Bi rth of Karl Marx. 

8 1968: MPLA launches the armed struggle i n Lunda 
(4th Military Region: northeastern Angola). 

18 1966: MPLA launches the armed struggle in Moxico 
(3rd Military Region: eastern Angola). S M T W T F s 

18 1967: Namibian Hero's Day, commemorating the 
1 death of Tobias Hainyeko, first commander-in - 2 3 4 chie f of the People's Liberation Army of Namibia, 

mi li tary wing of the South West Africa People's 

5 8 Drganization (SWAPO). 
6 7 9 10 11 19 1890: Birth of Ho Chi-Minh. 

2 5 Africa Freedom Day . "People of Africa Unite, 
you have nothing to lose but your chains, you 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

have a continent to regain . " Meeting of African 

19 25 Freedom Fighters; Accra, Ghana, December 1958. 20 21 22 23 24 25 1971: African Liberation Day. Annual 
demonstrations i n USA by Afro-Americans in 

s upport of African liberation struggles. 26 27 28 29 30 31 



31 May - 4 June 1966: First Congress of the League 
of Mozambican Women. 

6 1969: MPLA opens the 5th Military Region in 
Bie, central Angola . 

9 1971: Liberation forces launch first direct 
attack on the last enclave of Portuguese 

colonialists, the coastal city Bissau, capital of 
Guine. Followed by an assault on the country's 
second city, Bafata, on June 26, PAIGC effectively 
demonstrates the vulnerability of colonial rule to 
popular forces throughout .the city. 

16 1960: Mueda Massacre. La rge crowd of people 
gathers in Portuguese administrative center 

Mueda in peaceful demonstration demanding recognition 
of the Mozambican people's right to Independence. 
Portuguese troops respond with bullets and grenades, 
ki 11 i ng more than 500 Mozambi cans. "The 16th of June 
made our people understand the necessity of the 25th 
of September." 

~e> 1962: Founding of FRELIMO. 

I") 6 South Afri ca Freedom Day. 
£: 1950: ANC declares a National Day of Protest, 
dedicated to the people slaughtered in the May 1 
Strike . 1955: Con~ress of the People held in 
Kliptown, Johannesburg, culminating ANC's campaign to 
gather freedom demands from all sectors of the 
population . Some 3,700 delegates assemble and adopt 
the Freedom Charter. 

30 1963: PAIGC extends its armed struggle into the 
northern region of Gu ine. 

South Africa Freedom Day 
"The many dark years of extreme persecution have 

steeled the people for the sharper struggles ahead. ". 
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15 
1971 : Followi ng intensive attac ks by MPLA, 
Portuguese troops evacuate the strategic 

Karipande Barracks. This s ignificant vic t ory fo r the 
Angolan liberation for ces cul mi nates a three-year 
siege of the entrenched positions of the col onialists 
i n the Eas t ern Region . 

1968: Second Congress of FRELIMO, held in Nias sa 
2 0/ Provin ce. "Here for the f irst ti me in our his -

25 tory Mozambi cans f r om allover t he coun try were 
ga thered, t o di scuss together th e problems of the 
wh ol e na ti on and take dec i sions which will affect its 
f utu re. " (Eduardo Mondla ne) . 

21 1967: Chief Albert Lutuli , Nobel Peace Pr ize 
Winner and Presi dent -General of th e ANC, was 

ki ll ed in a train "acc i dent" whi ch remai ns une xpla ined. 

22 1973: Fina l day of the Second Congress of PAIGC, 
he l d i n the libera t ed regions . I t was dec i ded to 

honour t he l ate Amil car Cabral with the titl e "P AIGC 
No. 1 Militant". Ari s tides Pereira , one of the 
founders wi th Cabra 1 of the Pa rty i n 1956 , wa s 
una ni mou s ly elected new Secretary General. 

25 1972 : FRELIMO launches armed struggle in Ma nica 
e Sofa la Provi nce . Threateni ng Portuguese and 

imperi ali s t economic interes t s in this s t ra tegi c pro
vince - as well as s upp ly lines to Cabo ra Bassa and 
Rhodes ia - FRE LIMO conti nu es to mobilize popu l ar 
forces to defe at the col onialist t roops in t he fie l d. 

2 6 
195 3: Attack on the Mo ncada Ba rracks 1 ed by 
Fi de l Castro openi ng a new epoch of 1 iberati on in 

the life of Cuba an d Latin America . 
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"Our children are taught so that 

they can work for the people. 
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3 1959: Massacre of stri kin9 dock workers of 
Pid jiguiti, Gu ine - some 50 workers are killed 

and hundreds wounded by the colonialist Portuguese . 

In ternational Day of Solidarity with the Peopl e 
of Guine and the Cape Verde Is l ands. 

South Af r i ca Women's Day. 

3 

9 196 7: The Federat ion of South Afr i can Wome n lead 
20,000 demonst rat ors co nverg ing in Pre t ori a . Speeches 
and a petition denoun ce Governme nt pla ns to introduce 
passes for Afri can women. 

13 1967: ANC - ZAPU mi litary alliance an nounced. In 
launch ing guerril l a ac t ivi ty in Zimbabwe , joint 

forces success fu l ly engage enemy t roops for the f i rs t 
time. 

23 1968: MPLA holds f i rs t Reg i ona l Confere nce in 
s i de An go l a, in the Eastern Region . MPLA reviews 

its poli cies and their implementation , partic ul arly 
the deci s ion to genera l ize t he armed strugg l e through
out Angola . 

26 1966 : SWAPO launches t he armed st rugg l e in 
Namibi a. 

1966 - SWAPO Launches Armed Struggle in Namibia 
"It is better to die fighting than 

to die of TB or malnutrition." 
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9 1956: Founding of the PAIGC in Guine. 

11' 1922: Birth of MPLA President, Agosthino Neto . 

19 1959: First Conference of Party Cadres held 
secret ly in Guine . PAIGC resolves to prepare for 

a struggle by all ~ossible means, to develop unity 
around and thro ugh the Party, to prepare cadres for 
political and technical leadership, and above all, to 
mobilize and organize the peasant masses, "The main 
force in the struggle for national liberation" . 

25 1968: Dr. Americo Boavida , Director of the 
Medical Assistance Se rvices (SAM) of MPLA, is 

killed in combat in the Eastern Region of Angola. 

25 1964: FRELIMO 1 aunches armed s truggl e in 
Mozambi qUE. 

25 FRELIMO Day of Revolution. Observed in 1971 as a 
Day of International Protest Against Portugal's 

Colonial Wars in Africa. 

1975 Liberation Calendar Now Avallahle. 

II 

When Bullets Begin to Flower" 

1964 - F relimo Begi ns Arm ed S truggle in Moz a mblque . 
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-

Day of the Heroic Guerrilla 
"And let us develop a genuine proletarian in t e r n a tionalism 

1972: The Liberation Commit t ee of t he Orga nization 
of African Unity (OAU) visits liberated territory i n 
Mozambique. documenting the development of s t rong 
popular institutions under the guidance of FRELIMO 
and strengthening support for the struggle from i n
dependent African countries. 

3 / 1965: Second Conference of Nationalist Orga ni-
8 zations from the Portuguese Colonies (CONCP) 

held in Dar-es-Salaam. 

8 
8 

1967: Assassinat ion of Ernesto "Che" Guevara. 

Day of the Heroic Guerrilla. 

14 1972: Final day of elect ions in the li berated 
areas of Guine Bissau for the Popular Nat iona l 

Assembly. This was the first - ever open genera l el ec
tion; it took eight months of patient exp l anat ion and 
preparation by PAIGC po l itical cadres. and t wo mo nths 
to carry out. 

15 1968: Liberation Support Movement founded in 
the U.S. and Canada with t he objecti ve of 

providing concrete and mean i ngful support to nati onal 
liberation movements and struggles with i n t he U.S.
dominated imperialist system . 

with international proletarian armi es ••• " (Che) 
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Services to the People 

November 
22 1970: Portuguese mercenary force of 300 invades 

the Republic of Guinea bordering Guine, in an 
attempt to overthrow the government of President 
Sekou Toure because of its support of the PAIGe. It S M T W T F S also meant to intimidate the states bordering Ango l a 
and Mozambique which support the liberation movements. 
The invasion was decisively repulsed . 1 2 
28 1820 : Birth of Friedrich Engels. 

Late 1970: After extensive political work by FRELIMO 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 cadres, mobilizing the people and establishing 
political and military structures necessary to the 
struggle, FRELIMO opens guerrilla operations south of 
the Zambezi River in the region of Tete. Breaching 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
this great natural barrier, heavily fortified by the 
Portuguese as their ultimate line of defense, 
signifies a new phase of the strugg le. "Noth ing could 
demonstrate more dramatically the national character 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
of our struggle, nor the impossibility of the task 

24 25 26 which confronts the Portuguese." 27 28 29 30 (Mozambique Revolution, Spring 1971) 



1 
1968 : MPLA Pi oneer Day , commemora ti ng the dea th 
of Augus to Ngangula, MPLA Pioneer who at 12 was 

murdered by Portuguese troops for refusing to reveal 
the whereabouts of MPLA bases ins ide Angola. 

10 
1956: Movimento Popul ar de Libert a~ao de Angola 
(MPLA) founded in Luanda. 

11 1959: Windh oek Massacre . Demonstrations against 
Ba ntus tan po li cy in Namibia are met by violent 

repress ion - 13 dead, over 60 wounded. This l eads to 
the formation of SWAPO in early 1960 and the 
beginnings of a new strategy for national liberation. 

13 
1971: Namibian workers begin strike against the 
contrac t labor sys tem and illegal South African 

rule in Namibia. Strike paralyzes the mi ning and 
fishing industries in the country for several months. 

13 
1972: MPLA and FNLA (National Liberation Front 
of Angola) form an alliance, creat i ng a Supreme 

Counci 1 for the Li bera t i on of Ango 1 a along wi th a 
united military command and political counc i l to co
ordinate the work of the Angolan liberation forces. 

14 
1960: UN General Assembly adopts the Declaration 
on t he Granting of Independence to Colonial 

Countries and Peoples (Resolution 1514 XV). 

17 
1961: Founding of Zimbabwe African People's 
Union (ZAPU). 

20 1960 : 
(NLF) 

26 1893: 

National Liberation Front of South Vietnam 
founded. 

Birth of Mao Tse -Tung. 

- -

1961 - ZAPU Begins Armed Struggle in Zimbabwe 
"We are d e aling a blow t o international c apitalism . " 

(G. Silundi ka, ZAPU leader .) 
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