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A PERSONAL ApPEAL

FROM

NELSON MANDELA



THIS IS THE MOST URGENT APPEAL I HAVE EVER

MADE FOR SUPPORT IN THE STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM

AND DEMOCRACY IN SOUTH AFRICA. WE ARE AT A

DECISIVE POINT IN THE HISTORY OF OUR PEOPLE.

After decades of selfless sacrifices, we have suc
ceeded in creating the climate in which a democratic general
election is imminent.

This will be the first time ever that all South Africans
will vote as equals for a government of their choice.

Having said that, however, we remain fully aware of
the obstacles that stand in the way of free and fair elections.
Amongst these is the horrific and senseless violence that continues to plague our country.

Of equal concern, because it could prevent the achievement of democracy, is the
fact that we go into these elections under an enormous handicap. The fact that the entire
eligible African population like myself has never voted and possess no experience about
the voting process is an obstacle. Another is the overwhelming disparity of resources that
exists between the Pretoria government and the democratic movement. The legacy of
apartheid has left our society in complete disarray.

The generations of degradation and humiliation, the years of deprivation and
oppression, have left our people and millions of our children knowing little more than
ignorance, hunger, poverty, and disease. Forty years of National Party vote has been like
40 years of civil war.

But democracy cannot be delayed because we have been deprived or because
the existing government has overwhelmingly advantageous resources. We cannot and will
not allow these and other obstacles to stand in our way.

Our first and most important task, therefore, will be to ensure that all our
people, black and white, vote knowingly and willingly. This responsibility of providing
non-partisan voter education will fall entirely on the democractic movement since the
government does not have the credibility to carry it out. Neither is it in their interest.

The size of the task takes on daunting dimensions when you consider that of
the 20 million eligible voters, 18 million will be voting for the first time and 9 million are
illiterate. Many of the regions in which our people live are inaccessible, without election
facilities and any other public service worth mentioning. We also need to reach out to the
approximately 6 or 7 million people living in makeshift or corrugated squatter camps
bordering most metropolitan areas.

The Pretoria government has already begun its election campaign. At this very
moment, it is making approaches to the very communities it has until now refused even
to acknowledge.
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The Pretoria government is making full use of public and state facilities worth
billions of dollars to support their own interests. The Pretoria government will continue
to finance its campaign with taxpayers' money as well as with
funds that flow freely from many sources including the private
sector, industry, and big business. It will continue to carry
its propaganda efforts to every comer of South Africa and
beyond, via the national electronic media which have re
mained fully under its control.

We, on the other hand, still have to create a national,
electoral infrastructure, put in place essential facilities, train
and educate electoral workers and volunteers, establish offices
throughout the country. Additionally, we have to reach out
and communicate to inaccessible communities and counter the
propaganda efforts of the government in the national media.

Our organization was unbanned a mere three years ago.
We have never fought an election and will have to acquire skills that under normal condi
tions require decades to put in place.

The cost of acquiring the necessary infrastructure and providing the essential
training and education to ensure that the elections will be free and fair will not be less
than US $100 million. But what is the cost when one compares that to the price of failure
and the result in human suffering?

Another Yugoslavia? Angola or Somalia? Civil war? Bloodshed? Famine?

Only a democratically elected government that reflects the real will of the
majority can realistically answer the cry for peace, jobs, and justice. This is not an elec
tion merely to be contested between different organizations; it is a contest between
freedom and oppression, and its outcome will affect over 100 million people throughout
Southern Africa. As I said, this is the most urgent appeal I have ever made for support.
Let us ensure that our country's children never know the suffering and humiliation of
previous generations.

Nothing can be allowed to stand in the way of democracy; not ignorance,
not illiteracy, and most certainly not the advantageous resources of those who wish to
preserve their privileged positions. With your help and support we cannot fail.

TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION THAT CAN BE USED TO AID THE POLITICAL

CAMPAIGNS OF PREVIOUSLY DISENFRANCHISED SOUTH AFRICANS AS

THEY PREPARE FOR THE ELECTIONS SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 27. 1994.
PLEASE SEND YOUR CHECK TO:

Fund for Democratic Elections in South Africa
729 Boylston Street. Suite 520. Boston. Massachusetts 02116
(617) 437-6363. Fax (617) 267-2585
CONTRIBUTIONS ARE NOT TAX DEDUCTIBLE.

Nelson R. Mandela



The Fund for Democratic Elections in

South Africa has been established by a

group of concerned individuals in the

United States who have a history of

supporting anti-apartheid efforts in

South Africa, as a way to assist in the

upcoming elections. This U.S.-based

group has been established as a national

"people-to-people" campaign to directly

support political campaigns and electoral

efforts in South Africa. The Fund for

Democratic Elections in South Africa

will raise at least $1 million in campaign

funds that will be sent to South Africa

to help guarantee basic fairness in next

April's elections.
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