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Sebokeni Massacre
Monday, September 3, 1984 ... aday of bloodshed and
violence in Sebokeng, the day that sparked off country·
wide unrest. Monday, March 26, 1990 ... and Sebokeng
is in flames again. Nearly six years have passed
between the two Bloody Mondays but, stunningly, the
very same issues that saw the Vaal violence in 1984
are still basic to the latest shootings...

Aclose reading of the political resistance in the Vaal
(from the 1960 Sharpeville shootings, the 1984 Vaal
uprising to the 1990 shootings In which at least}l
people died) reveals that the organisation and mobilisa
tion of residents by local community organisations
around genuine grievances have often resulted in
violent confrontation, sparked by police over-reaction
and insensitivity. After almost six years since the upris
ing, many grievances in the Vaal remain unsolved and
have instead piled up. Discontent over rent and poor
council services, the education crisis and unemploy
ment still form the backbone of community grievances.
The housing crisis, too, has worsened and is epitomised
by the proliferation of shacks all over the Vaal and
the development of the adjacent shack cities of Orange
Farm and Dunusa...

The unity of the residents was again reflected in
the massive turnout at the Sharpeville commemora
tion rally held in Zone 7. Sebokeng, and addressed by
Walter Sisulu, Popo Molefe and representatives of the
local organisations ... an almost 100 percent stay-at
home was effected in the morning, and transport was
cleared from the streets and roads of the townships.
Between eight and 11 am thousands of residents from
all sections of Sebokeng and Evaton began swarming
on to the main road leading to Vereeniging. like other
recent marches that have taken place all over the
country, freedom songs were sung and slogans shouted
... the police opened fire on apeaceful and disciplined
marching crowd without. it seems, a warning.

According to accounts by eye-witnesses, there was
at the time no indication of provocative acts from the
marchers that could warrant the shootings. Even if
insults were hurled at the police, or marchers at the
forefront attempted to force their way through the mar
shals to the police, teargas could have been appropriate
to repel a threat... Sunday Star 1.4.90
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STOP
POLICE
BRUTALITY
De Klerk must prove his bona fides
by acting aganst the police who
carried out the Sebokeng massacre.

Educators Against Racism and Apartheid
calls on all educators, parents and
students to intensify your efforts to
end apartheid and racism. We urge you
to dedicate May and June to this issue,
to plan teach-ins, workshops, informa
tion tables, sports or cultural events ..
which will lead to massive participation
on SOWETO DAY, JUNE 16. (See inside for
details .. )



This moving letter was written by a
student in the CUNY Adult Literacy
Program at the Adult Learning Center,
Brooklyn College. Jane Califf is the
instructor.
Many thanks to the students in the
Program who wrote letters to Kellogg's.
We hope that your letters will inspire
other people to write letters and to
get involved.

BOYCOTT KELLOGG'S!
DIVEST NOW!



RESOURCES
Records

AFRICAN HORNS. Kaz Music Ltd. The saxophone is South
Africa's golden instrument. resounding with
township music's richest legacy of song. While it's
not an instument indigenous to the country in the
way that the 'mbira is to Zimbabwe ••.• the town
ship jazz sax makes a sound that belongs to South
Africa alone. The record features: Basil Coetzee,
Kippie Moekelsi. Barney Rachabane. Duku Makasi, and
Robbie Jansen. A must for the aficionado of South
African jazz.

TANZANIA YETU (OUR TANZANIA). A collection of
traditional Tanzanian folk tunes.

AHAHPONDO. DIZU ZUNGULA PLAATJIES. One of the most
exciting groups currently playing and recording
indigenous South African music.

Record Stores: Sikhulu Record and Tape Center.
274 W. 125th St. NYC. (212) 866-1600.
J&R Music World. 23 Park Row. NYC (212) 732-8600

Museums
The National Museum of African Art. Smithsonian
Institution. Washington. D.C.

Center For African Art. 54 E. 68th Street. NYC
(212) 861-1200.

Radio and TV
SOUTH AFRICA NOW, NEWS MAGAZINE. Channel 13, NYC.
Wednesdays at 8:00 pm and Saturdays at 12:30pm.
South Africa Now can also be seen in other cities.

WKCR 89.9 FM in NYC. African Music Program. Thurs.
nights. 9:30 - 11:30 pm.

WNYC 93.9 FM in NYC. Afropop music hour. Fridays.
10:00 - 11:00pm.

From Magana. A Monthly Bulletin of African Events
In New York City. Institute of African Studies.
International Affairs Building.Columbia University.
New York City, NY 10027.

Contact Educators Against Racism and Apartheid for
free rental of videos about Southern Africa. (201)
836-6644

An~i·BiQJCurriculum

Tooll for
EMPOWERING

Young Children
National Association for the Education of Young Children
1834 Connecticut Ave.• N.W.
Washington. DC 20009-5786

1----------,
I PUBLICATIONS
I The following are publications avail

able from ACOA. Prices are listed.
Please indicate the number of copies
desired. Please add 15% postage to
all orders.

_NELSON MANDELA - "UNBRO
KEN SPIRIT" (Africa Fund. 1990)
Text of the speech Nelson Man
deja delivered the day of his re
lease after 27 years in prison for his
opposition to apartheid. 4pp. 30c
each. Over twenty, 15c each.

_NELSON MANDELA PHOTO
EXj-iIBIT. (International Defenc;e
& Aid Fund - London. 1988) Four
teen poster size sheets that chron
icle the Jife of the anti-apartheid
leader. (25" x 17 1/2") $20.00.

_NELSON MANDELA: FREE AT
LAST (Video. VHS only) (South
Africa Now. 1990) An in-depth
news special aired over PBS. in
cludes the complete speech Man
dela gave in Cape Town after his
release and interviews with other
anti-apartheid leaders. 1 hour. 19
minutes. $14.95.

_TESTIMONY OF JENNIFER
DAVIS BEFORE THE U.S.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
(ACOA. February 21.1990) An
analysis of the continued need for
sanctions and disinvestment in the
struggle for democracy in South
Africa. 1Opp. $2.00.

_END APARTHEID: VOTE FOR
THE PEOPLE CAMPAIGN bro
churelballot. (Africa Fund. 1990)
Circulate this brochure in your
community and collect ballots as
part of the campaign. Sets of 10.
$1 .00 each up 10 9 sets. Sets of
100, $5.00 each.

I enclose $ _._. _

Name _

Organization .._. _. _

Address _

City State __ Zip _

Fill out and return wilh paymenllo:
American Committee on Africa.
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Mayor David N. Dinkins

1 chAllenge all of the people of the
city to reject these calls to bigotry,
because if the bigots succeed in
spreading their poison, it's nobody's
fault but our own.

Right now, each of you must look
into your own hearts, in your own
families. Look honestly at yourselves
and your own communities and ask
whether you can be swayed by preju
dice and what you're doing about it.
And no matter how much govern
ment can do, government cannot sub
stitute for the content of our charac
ter.

Let us not permit the prejudice of a
few in Flatbush, in Bensonhurst or
anywhere else, to silence the good
will of the rest of us....

"We caU on our white compatriots to
join us in the shaping ofa new South

Nelson Mandela Africa. The freedom movement is the
political homefor you, too."

The need to unite the peopleofourcountry is as importanta task
now as it always has been. No individual leader is able to take all
these important tasks onhisown. Itisour taskas leaders toplaceour ,
views before our organization and to allow the democratic struc
tures to decide on the way forward.
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Wecallon theinternationalcommunity to continue thecampaign
to isolatetheapartheidregime. To liftsanctionsnow wouldbetorun
the risk ofaborting the process toward the complete eradication of
apartheid. Ourmarch to freedom is irreversible. We mustnot allow
fear to stand in our way.

Universal suffrage on a common voters roll in a united, demo
cratic, and nonracial SouthAfrica is theonly way topeaceand racial
harmony.

Educators Against Racism 4pd Apartheid
164-04 Goethals Avenue
Jamaica, NY 11432

Work to end racism and apartheid!


	Educators 5-90 p1
	Educators 5-90 p2
	Educators 5-90 p3
	Educators 5-90 p4

