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COMING EVE1'iTS

April 19,. (Tuesday) 8 p.m.
Wisconsin Center

''Underdevelopment in Africa,f1 Prof'. Colin
Leys, Pol. Sci. Dept., Queehs Univ., Canada.

April 20 (Wednesday) noon
1418 Van Hifle

Sandwich Seminar on Underdevelopment in Af'rica,
Colin Leys.

April 30 (Saturday) 11 a.m.
Memorial Union

''New Light on Central African Religioufl Structurefl,"
Prof. Terence Ranger, History Dept., U. of Manchester.

May 1 (Sunday) 3:30 p.m.
731 State Street

M.A.C.S.A. meeting

May 3 (Tuesday) 8 p.m.
Room 313, Wis. Center

"Social Banditry in Zimbabwe and Mozambique," Prof'.
Allen Isaacman, Dept Hifltory, Univ. of Minnesota.

May

4

(Wedneflday) noon

Sandwich Seminar on "Mozambique," Prof'. A. Iflaacnian.

1418 Van Hifle Hall
May 11 (Wednesday) noon
1418 Van Hifle Hall

Sandwich Seminar, '~ealth Care on the Continent of
Af'rica, the Confrontation State::s, and South Af'rica,"
Dr. Geo. Llfthcott, Assoc. Vice Pres for Health Sciencefl

May 15 (Sunday) 3:30 p.m.
731 State Street

M.A.C.S.A. meeting

May 18 (Wednesday) noon
1418 Van Hise Hall

Sandwich Seminar: '~odernization Means More Dependence
on Women: The Ghanaian Example," Lois Weis, graduate
student in Ed. Policy.

MAGSA NEEDS SCNEONE FCR RESEARCH
The MACSA pamphlet Is Southern Af'rica Wi3con3in' 3 Bu3ine33?, f'ir3t published
in 1971, i3 now out of date. Tfiie publication detail3 major Wi3con3in campanie3
doing bU3ines3 in South Af'rica, a3 well a3 other related 3ubjects. We urgently
need to update thi3 information. NEEDED: At lea3t one per30n who has the time
to do the res-earch for this project. If you are interested, plea:se call any of
the MACSA staf'f or Henry Bucb
8-6947.
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Is Southern

Afri~a

Dane County's Business?

The Dane County Board is still considering adoption of the resolution
passed by the Madison City Council early in November. The resolution(printed in
full in an earlier newsletter)is intended to discourage whenever possible the
patronage of companies who do business in South Africa and to express the Board's
disapproval of such business on the part of companies that it must deal with. Of
the three standing sub-committees of the Board, one has recommended adoption of
the resolution, a second has postponed it, and the third has recommended passage
of an ammended version of the resolution. Final vote should come Tuesday, April 19.

U•S. OUT OF SOUTH AFRICA--NOW! !
At noon on Saturday, March 26, a crowd of about 300 people assembled at
the State St. mall to begin a protest march to the state capitol. Shouts of
"u •S. OUT OF SOUTH AFRICA--NOW!!" and ".APARTHEID SYSTEM CAN'T LAST LONG!" were
led by arm-banded, megaphone-equipped members of the South Africa Coalition.
The march and subsequent rally at the square were peaceful and energetic. At the
rally Dan Kunene and Dennis Brutus spoke, reminding us of the critical and supportive role U.S. corporations play in the South African economy, the exploitation
and dehumanization of black people at the hands of white minority rule, and encouraged us to express our solidarity with oppressed South Africans. The assembled
crowd listened quietly as a group of South Africans sang. Everyone was encouraged
by the good turn out and common interest of the many groups represented in the cro~.
The march was the end of Africa Culture Week at the U.W.

Human Rights Week at Edgewood College
As part of it's 50th Jubilee, Edgewood College will sponsor Human Rights
Week on campus April 25 to 29. During the week classes and groups on campus will
focus on human rights from many different perspectives. Several activities will
deal specifically with South Africa:
speaker:

Dr. Dan Kunene

"South Africa: Conflict, Change and Revolution"
Tuesday, April 26, 2:00 pm
Faculty Lounge, De Ricci Hall
"Living in an Apartheid Society"
Tuesday, April 26, 7:30 pm
Faculty Lounge, De Ricci Hall
reception follOWing
film:

Last Grave at Dimbaza
Thursday, April 28
times yet uncertain

For more information about these and other activities during the week you may
contact John Kane (257-4861) or ask at the Edgewood switchboard.
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CONGO--ZAIRE: A LONG _HISTCRY OF WESTERN INTERVENTION. FLASH-POINT FOR A N»l WAR
From Africa News, Monday, April 11, 1977, we find a most useful history of this
African state--an area of enormous natural resources that has long been plundered
Qy western capitalism.
In 1885, the Conference of Berlin ratified the creation of the Congo Free State as
the private possession of King Leopold of Belgium. The United States was the first
of the big Powers to recognize this gigantic theft. _ By the turn of the Century
the House of Morgan, John D. Rockefeller, Daniel Guggenheim and others were allowed to buy into the Congo. (See King Leopold's Soliloquy, Qy Mark Twain).
On June 30, 1960, the Congo achieved its independence from Belgium with Lumumba
as Prime Minister. He worked to create a national state and for the elimination
of all colonial institutions, e~pecially in relationship to Belgium.~

12, 1960, Moise Tshombe secceeded the Katanga province and de,clared it
independent. The Belgians then used Katanga as their base to bring about the downfall of Lumumba. Lumumba asked for UN assistance against Belgian intervention,
but did not get it.
Mobutu's -men arrested Lumumba on December 1, 1960 and on January 17 he was murdered.
(His death was officially announced on February 13). On November 25, 1965, Mobutu
became head of state. In 1971, he renamed Congo Zaire. Several years later he
decreed the Zairization of the economy (presumably a kind of c03metic national-.
ization with the large American and other corporations exempt).
On July

1974, September-- Mobutu met secretly with General Spinola of Portugal (Spinola was
working to smash the Portuguese revolution) to map out efforts to exclude the MPLA
from power in Angola.
1975, January-- Mobutu stepped up support for the FNLA (in opposition to MPLA) in
Zaire, and later moved troops into Angola against MPLA.
Africa News reports that Mobutu "is said to have been an early favorite of the CIA,
and the recipient of as IlIUch as $50 million from that agency." Official U.S. aid is
shown in chart below.
Contrary to Mobutu' s claim that his country has been invaded Qy Angolan and Cuban
troops, Africa News reports that "Only two groups have been reported involved in
the fightir~ inside Zaire: the People's Revolutionary Party (PRP) and the Congo
National Liberation Front (FLNC)" and "several prominent exiled Zairos politicians
are considered significant figures in the opposition movement. One of them is
Antoine Gizenga, who directs the Democratic !?rces for the 'Liberation of CongoKinshasa from Geneva. "
(Continued in next issue)
,
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Interviewl5

-------------------

Nkomo: FREEDCM IS CLOSE

Thil5 is a portion of the interv<iew granted to New York Timel5 Correl5pondent
Alexander Ignatov by JOl5hua Nkoma, co-leader 01 the Patriotic Front and
President of the Zimbabwe African People I15 Union.
Haw was the Patriotic Front establil5hed and whom does it conl5ist of?
The Patriotic Front is made up of two organizations--the Zimbabwe African People's
Union (ZAPU) and the Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU). They agreed to preserve their own identity but to work together to achieve common aims--to liberate
the country and draw up a conl5titution. We cooperated clol5ely during the Geneva
conference on Rhodesia and are working to unite our armed forces within the Zimbabwe People's Army. In the past few monthl5 hundredl5 of young people have been
leaVing Rhodesia for Bot:ruana and Zambia to join our armed units. They are caught,
j ailed and killed, but many still get through to join the fighting ranks.
Bishop Abel Muzorewa and hil5 l5upporters are not in the Patriotic Front.
How would you qualify his role?
Muzorewa joined the liberation movement at the begirming of the 1970' s, heading
the African National Council. But he did not do it to contribute to the success
of the movement. He holds that the freedom fighters are respomsible for our people's sufferings and is trying to undermine our struggle. The people are stupid,
he says, they need wise leaders. West European advisers created a political platform for him. The Bil5hop thUI5 became a wise leader. At first he seemed successful.
The ANC united nearly all the patriotic organizationl5, through which unity was
imposed from without, a l50rt of trap. However, at the ANC congrel5s in Salil5bury,
Muzorewa was not elected to the leadership. It il5 clear that the West is trying
to make ul5e of Muzorewa and il5 employing diverse meanl5 to that end. First they
wanted to get him into the Patriotic Front. Then to get him to join with Ndabauingi
Sithole, who hal5 lost support in hil5 party, the ZANU, and with the white liberals.
What can you say about the Geneva conference?

•

Itls dead. It wal5 a conference between the British and Smith. itl5 very convocation,
however, wal5 the result of prel5l5ure from world public opinion and the I5UCC91515e15 of
the liberation movement. The British advanced their suggestions. Smith rejected
them. AD. this took place without us. We learned of the breakdown of the talks from
radio reports. These is no sense in talking about the resumption of the Geneva
conference in its old form. Well, weIll continue the struggle by every possible
means, including armed force. If a new Geneva conference does take place now, it
will be held to the accompaniment of M:rican music. The talks must be with the
liberation movements" and not with Muzorewa and Sithole.
What is the attitude to the Zimbabwe peoplels struggle in the West,
where they like to talk so much about individual freedom?
Most of the liberation movements in Africa have prevailed thanks to the solidarity
of the progressive forces and the socialist countries. Practically no Western power
helps the liberation forces. There are no few reasons for that. Firstly, the Western countries themsleves colonized Africa, and even i f they did not take part in
the division of the continent, they were and still are closely bound up with the
colonialists. Secondly, the part of the white population that has remained or still
rules somewhere in Africa also comes from Western Europe. Thirdly, the West does not
want to help us because that would be prejudicial to South Africa and Rhodesia which
are upholding their interests in Africa, ~heir common interests. Although these regimes are condemned by mankind and the United Nations, the Western countries are
helping them to survive and are financing Rhodesia, which is able to buy in the West
all it need::;, primarily arms, for any cUITency. (New Times, March, 1977)

5

BRIEF NOTES ON AFRICA TODAY
From the Afro-American newspaper of Baltimore we get a refreshing view of the propaganda war now in progress over Africa and the liberation struggles going on over
there. The strugg~~, say the We~tern commentators, is being strongly influenced by
the Soviet Union, who it is alleged, is urging the front-line African states to
step up their armed struggle--and that this is the cause of the present conflicts.
The real problem, as Vladimir Simonov points out, is the struggle for the final decolonization of the African continent. The choice of military or peaceful means of
struggle is determined solell by the balance of opposing forces within Africa, and
by the degree of resistance of the racist regimes which feed on Africa's body. And
it is within the framework of these internal conflicts that the Arrican people tanselves develop the strategies of liberation.
The real interference in Africa!s internal affairs has always been from those imperialist states who have profited from their financial and industrial investments
in Africa--and who have used their diplomatic influence, arms and mercenaries to
sustain their investments.
(See the Afro-American, March 29, 1977)

CHURCH AID SOUGHT FOR NAMIBIA
Also from the Afro-American of March 29: Philadelphia--The Right Rev. Colin O'Brien
Winter, who was expelled from Namibia'in 1972 by South Africa, which rules that area,
told a gathering of Protestant church leaders that it is too late for reforms. He
urged that American churches use their financial power to force U.S. support of liberation for Namibia. "There is a revolution brewing now,"'he said and warned the U.S.,
I~ou'vebacked the wrong side--attempts to give tidbits to the black majority in
Namibia is only white icing. II
He urged the United States Churches which have investments in U.S. corporations operating in Namibia to get out of the corporations instead of 4rying to fight for reforms
in their operations.
He has been on a three-month speaking tour of the U.S. His one-day stay in Philadelphia was sponsored by the Philadelphia Namibia Action Group, the Metropolitan Church
Council of Philadelphia, and the Southern Africa Committee of the Philadelphia Yearly
Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends.
RHODESIAN CLERIC DEPORTED
Roman Catholic Bishop Donal Lamont was. deported from Rhodesia last Thursday after
being stripped of his citizenship and declared an "undesirable inhabitant. II Lamont
had been convicted of failing to report guerillas in his Umtali diocese and of inciting others to do the same. A prison sentence was cut short, however, because
the Smith government did not want the Bishop serving as a martYr figure and hero
for its opponents.
Lamont recently angered the white regime by raising the likelihood that government
commandos were responsible for the deaths of eleven missionaries killed in the past
few months. (Reprinted from Africa News, March 28, 1977)

FROM

SHARPEVI~

TO SavETO
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March 21 again commemorated the massacre of 69 Black African3 which took
place in Sharpeville, South Africa, in 1960. The Africans have had a long history of
struggle against apartheid, and the Sharpeville slaughter was a police response again3t
a peaceful protest of the hated pass law3. Black South Africans must carry their pas3es
at all times and can be stopped at the whim of any cop. Failure to have one'3 pass
means arrest and j ail--and this occurs hundreds of times daily. These pass photos, by
the way, are taken with American-made Polaroid cameras!--and the computerization of all
the imformation is. done with IBM equipment!
The Sharpeville incident set off a nation-wide protest movement that had the
South African government near collapse. In fact, it was primarily the assistance given
by American banking interests that stabilized the government. American, British,
French, West German, and other manufacturing concerns then found the South African
government a suitable area for their operations--suitable because Black labor under
apartheid control could be had for one-tenth the cost of a whlte worker.
While this kind of "3tability"may appear outwardly sound, it has a foundation
of 3and because the system of apartheid remains unchanged. I f anything, repression
has become more pronounced. And this in turn has created even more resistance on the
part of the oppressed. In fact, the entire continent of Africa has "suddenly" become
alive with change. The African people, like all colonial and subject peoples, are
facing and overcoming these historical challenges.
What we sometimes fail to see--and both the news media and our educational
system have obscured this fact--is that the key to national liberation lies in history,
not biology. The concepts of racism--the "theorie3" of "racial" superiority and
inferiority--must be seen for what they really are--a "cover," a jU3tification, for
division of the people, the better,to control them. But we must 3ee racism as a fraud
and a hoax--and worse-- it has become· a mean~ to genocide. Modern history i3 not
lacking in examples, nazi Germany and the U.S. in Vietnam are two prime examples.
In South Africa our attention has been focused on a number of areas. Soweto:
has been one of these. Soweto is not a single town, but rather is a series of ghetto
structures housing over a million Black workers. Most of these ''homes'' have nei~er
electricity nor running water. The workers of Saweto provide a vast pool of labor
for the industrial areas. Vast profits are being made because of the extremely law
wages paid them--anywhere from one-tenth to one-fifteenth that paid white labor doing
the same work. Trade unions among Black workers are forbidden. Is it no wonder that
American industries are moving to South Africa to take advantage of starvation-wage
opportunities! We wonder how many American workers have been told that numerous American industries have been closed down (contributing to our own unemployment problems)
because these factories have been moving to South Africa.
Furthermore, over 700 million dollar3 in loans have been granted to both the
South African government and to government-controlled corporations in the first nine
months of 1976. This money has come from Chase Manhattan, Morgan, Citibank, Manufacturers Hanover, and a number of other major U.S. banks. It is a mistake to think that
these investments in South Africa can help Black Africans. Just the opp03ite: The
United Nations Special Committee Against Apartheid has reported that foreign investments in South Africa only help to reinforce the apartheid system.
APARTHEID BY ANY OTHER NAME

The recent uprlslngs in Soweto and in a score of other major industrial centers
have shaken the SY3tem to its very foundations. The Vorster regime has been forced to
make at least the appearance of change, but so far most of this has been coemteic.
Some of the ''White only" signs have been removed from park benches, for example, but
apartheid on a nation-wide scale remains. The African National Congress and other
liberation groups have reported that repression and brutality have been unbelievably
ferocious. They say that it is quite clear that the police embarked on a Government
authorized program of mass execution as a means of bringing the demonstrations to an end.

Not only were tho~e regarded as ring-leaders systematically picked off, but men, women
and children were again and again shot down without cause or justification simply because they were in the area of operations. Trigger-happy police police killed at will
knowing that th6,V would be backed by their superiors. But this did not stop the prote~ts.
Hundreds of thousands of people took to the 3treets at first peacefully, but it wa~ the
violent police intervention that turned the people into attacking Government buildings,
railway installations, power stations, faatories and plantations.
It is a mistake to think of Soweto in the past tense. The struggle continues.
There will be lulls and pauses and the forms of struggle will change and develop. In
the end apartheid will be destroyed.
THE BANTUSTAN f1INDEPENDENCEJI HOAX
The South African government has devi~ed a new and more refinded kind of apartheid. Th6,V have "given" the Transkei region (occupied by the Xhosa people) their
"independence." What thi~ actually means is these people are no longer citizens in
their own country--that i~, in area~ out~ide the Transkei, even though th6,V may live
and work el~ewhere. Th6,V have become outcasts in their own country. This myth of
independence has been widely condemned. Nota single country in the world has recognized
the Transkei. As the Foreign Minister of Nigeria stated: "Can one build a non-apartheid establishment in an apartheid system?"
THE KISSINGER SHUTTLE IN RHODESIA
Recent events in Rhodesia (properly called Zimbabwe) have sounded the death
knell for minority-white rule in that country. With the "Kissinger shuttle" and
American assistance, the Ian Smith government is trying to sustain a lo~t cau~e.
Kissinger'~ role was to undermine the liberation movement--making promises and deals-anything whereby American financial and indu~trial interests could be ~ustained. He
is even willing to ~upport Black leadership--IF WE can control the profits. In other
words, the same system, just new faces.
OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT TERRill CONTINUES
The controversy over the killing recently of seven Catholic missionaries in
Zimbabwe continues. The African countries and the liberation movements give little
credibility to the official versions of those killings particularly since the Catholic
Church has repeate0ly condemned government policies. In addition,)~ishop Donal Lamont
was sentenced to ten years in jail for failing to report guerrillas last Odtober, and
Catholic priest Paul Egli was sentenced to 5 years for the same charge in January.
Also, the Selous Scouts, a commando unit in the Rhodesian Army, composed of
white and black soldiers, has frequently been accused of carrying our raids disguised
as guerrillas. Edward Kazembe, who deserted from the Scouts to join the guerrillas
of ZIPA, reported that one of the unit's tasks was "to kill local people" in order
to discredit the guerrillas.
As long as repression exists, the liberation movements will continue their
fight for freedom and independence. This is a world-historical process that is moving
with particular rapidity in Africa. The recent successful liberation struggles in
Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau and Angola are the most dramatic examples of this.
American and South African propaganda campaign warning us of the "Communist
menace, "; "proving" the inability of the Africans to rule themselves; alerting us of
impending "race" war; worrying that the "natives" will all kill each other--these
are nothing but worn-out excuses to justify interference and intervention in Africa.
American military, financial and diplomatic presence in Southern Africa can
only serve to escalate the violence and lead the way to alm03t certain involvement
in a major war.
Clarence Kailin

BILL SUTHERLAND IN MADISON
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Bill Sutherland, Southern Africa Rep-resentative of the American" Friends
Service Committee, spent April 12 and 13 in Madison, part ofa nationwide
tour speaking to and with Americans about the issues in Southern Africa
and mobilizing actions to help bring about majority rule. His AlSC
assignment has his time divided generally in half, half in the U.S. and
half in Africa, beginning in 1974. He has liv~d in Africa since 1953.
Most recently in Africa, he consuLted with GAU stair in Addis Ababa,
visited Maputo, Mozambique for discussions with officials about a possible
AFSC medical project there and alao attended a press gathering called by
the Zimbabwean People's Army (ZIPA) leadership, consulted with Zambian
officials and students at the Namibia Institute in Lusaka, had discussions
with Tanzanian government officials and South African and Zimbabwean exiles
in Dar esSalaam,. was in Geneva as part of the Quaker team observing and
facilitating at the conference dnthe future.of Zi~babwe ~rid had many
discussions with Zimbabwean nationalists and representatives of the frontline states there, in Botswana
talked with students who had recently fled
from South Africa and with Botswanan officials about their country's role
as the crisis gathers momentum, and was an observer at the GAU liberation
committee's annual meeting. Such is the background he brought to us.
Bill's two days here contained two luncht:lfne seminareon the University of
Wisconsin campus, a talk to two classes at Edgewood College; art interview
with the Capital Times and a potluck supper and talk. Among the points
he made:
'
1. Perhaps the main message from Afric~ns he talks with is that South
Africa is the key to the real liberation of the whole area, and isolation of it must be achieved. .However, in the last 18 mon the u. S. investments in South Africa have increased by 30%. ij.S. bank loans to South
Africa now total approximately $2 billion. Campaigns against some of
these banks, which include most of :the largest U1S. banks, are being
carr1ed on; a protest demonstration against one dfthe Chicago banks in
April is one example. There are also campaigns against the sale of
Krugerrands in San Arttonio and other cities.
2. Actions..!3uch· as the recent Madison City Council vote to encourage the
C,:kty to. g{ve its business to firms which do not ,do business with South
Africa'nave a mu~tiplier,e,ffect, and hearten Africans in their struggle.
3 . . Suppprt groups are considering ways to bring pressure dn the· oil.companies which supply South Africa with the one major resource she does
no:t have. This is an important area for ·our·attention and action.
4. The liberation movements do not want others to fight their't5attles f9,r
them, but they are concerned about the support ,that the U.S. and other
nations give to their oppressors.
'
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