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history. 

definition. 

Since 1652 when they first entered South Africa, 
whites have enforced racial separation on those 
who were 1 i vi ng there. largely because of super
ior weapons, Europeans won the continual wars 
against the indigenous African population. Both 
European groups, the Dutch and the British, prac
ticed racial domination. In 1948, the Nationalist 
party domi nated by the Afri kaners (Dutch descen
dants) were elected to power on a platform of 
white supremacy called apartheid. The party moved 
quickly to institutionalize repressive methods 
to maintain total white control. 

Apartheid (pronounced apart-hate) is a word mean
ing 'apart' or 'separateness. ' . It is the system 
of government in the Republic of South Africa. 
Under thi s system of aparthei d, all persons in 
South Africa are classified by the color of their 
skin into the following races: \vhite (persons 
of European descent); 81 acks (persons of Afri can 
descent); Coloreds (persons of racially mixed 
descent); and Asians (mostly of Indian descent). 
Although whites constitute only 17% of the popula
tion, under the system of apartheid, they control 
every aspect of 1 i fe for the other races. The 
di fferent raci a 1 groups are forced to 1 i ve apart 
1'1 it h the freedom of 81 acks, Coloreds and As i ans 
sharply restricted by this legally institutional-
ized system of racism. 

apartheid in action. 
Under apartheid, the rights of all people in South 
Africa are determined according to the racial 
groups into which they are classified. Skin color 
determi nes where peop 1 e ' are allowed to 1 i ve, what 
'Nark they may do, what type of educati on they 
can receive, what political rights, if any, they 
will have, whom they may marry --in short, the 
tot a 1 extent of- their freedom of acti on and move
ment. The races live in separate districts and 
travel in different buses and trains. They attend 
different schools, churches, restaurants, the
atres, beaches, clubs, and sports events. They 
wa 1 k through separate doorways and use separate 
telephone booths and bathrooms. they go to separ
ate hospitals and are buried in different grave
yards. All the facilities for whites in South 
Africa are superior, all those for 81acks are 
inferior. The differences in standards of living 
are enormous: More than 90% of whi te households 
have refridgerators while less than 2% of Black 
families have one. Only one African family out 
of 1000 has the basic communications tool, the 
telephone, while virtually all of the white fami
Ties have the luxury of a swimming pool. 

African 

White 

Colored 

Asian 

Population Statistics 
20,562,510 73% 

4,500,000 1570 

2,600,000 9% 

821,000 3<1 fa 



land. 
The mas t fertile land (87% of the country ) is 
set as ide fo r the white minor ity_ Less than 13% 
of the worst land is left for the Black majority. 
No Black is entitled to acquire freehold tit l e 
to 1 and anywhere in South Afr'i ca. The areas de
signated for Afri cans have been di vi ded into ten 
fragmented areas called "Bantustans" or "home
Tands". The South African government forcibly 
removes the Black population from the "white urban 
areas" to these .'t:l.lral, desolate dumping grounds. 
The homes of tho se who res i st rernov a 1 c"2 bu 11 -
dozed or burned. Of the ten .desi gnated 8antu
stans, the apartheid government has decl ared "i n
dependence" for four of them. Aparthei d's grand 
design is to declare all the Bantustans "indepen
dent", thus stripping Blacks of all rights to 
citizenship in their own land! For this reason, 
no other nalion in the world has recognized the 
independence of these areas. 

South Africa: The allocation of land 
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Under the Bantu Act of 1952, every Black South 
Afri can over 16 years of age must carry at a 11 
times a "passbook" enabling whites to more effec 
tively control their whereabouts. The book con
tains a racial identity cards, fingerprints, phot o
graph, employment records, tax receipts, and tra
vel permits. A B1 ack person must produce thi s 
passbook upon demand, and will be jailed and fined 
for fail ure to have one. Breaki ng the pass 1 aws 
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' constitutes one-third of all "crimes" committed 
in South Africa . More than 13 million Africans 
have been convi cted of pass 1 aw offences si nee 
the Nationalist Party came to powe~ in 1948. 

Afri cans, Coloreds and As i ans are exc 1 uded from 
many of the more highly paid skilled occupations, 
and various laws reserve the better jobs for whites. 
The majority of Blacks not working in the mines, 
work in the factories, farms and homes in the 
"white areas", hundreds of mi 1 es away from the 
reserves where their wives and children are forced 
to live. Generally, they are considered foreign 
migratory workers and must live in specific1oca
tions set aside for them in these white areas. 
Afri cans provi de a cheap labor force for the 
South African economy. It is difficult for Afri
can workers to defend thei r ri ghts. A 1 though 
African trade unions do exist presently, they 
were illegal until 1979. Police harassment, 
prosecution, and bannings, are st ill directed 
agai nst uni on, church and pol it i ca 1 l eaders who 

employment. 

(Rand) - Average Earnings - 1981 

White 

Asian 

Colored 

African 

11,232.00 

4,934 .00 

3,714,. 00 

2,738.00 

are increasing the struggle against art heid. 
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The races are educated separately and differently 
to prepare them for their pre-determined place 
in socie ty. The government spends t en times more 
for the educat i on of 'Nhi te chi 1 dren than for the 
education of Africans. School is free for 'Nhite 
pupils, but Africans pay for their education. 
White and Colored students receive free textbooks 
ina 11 grades. Afr; can pupi 1 sin secondary and 
high school must pay for their books. Black par
ents, un 1 i ke whi te parents, are requi red t o pay 
school fees. The student-teacher ratio is 20 
to 1 f or whi tes, 47 to 1 for Afri cans. South 
African school books teach Africansa that they 
occupy an inferior position in society . White 
chi 1 dren are taught that Europeans are superi or 
and that Africans are "primitive and barbaric. " 
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REP [ON m south africa 

Si nce the Nati onal i st Party came to power in 1948, the w~jt~ ~jnor_ity 
of five million have passed harsh repressive_ laws to help it maintai_~contro1 
over the 20 million Africans. Hundreds of laws have been passed by th~- South 
Afr r ca-,,- ParTiment to strengthen and maintain the legally institutional ized 
system of apartheid. Some of these laws include: 

***the Group Areas Act of 1950 - requi res that the Black popu 1 at ion (84% 
of South Afri ca 's total popu1 ati on) be assi gned to separate areas and 
territories (13% of the land). 

***Prohibition of Mixed Marriages Act of 1949 - makes marriage between per
sons of different races a criminal act. 

***various provincial and municipal ordinances that require total segregation 
with respect to transportation and separate facilities in places of em
ployment, education, entertainment, etc. 

***Suppression of Communism Act of 1950 
to having communist objectives. 

- 1 inks anyone opposi ng aparthei d 

***Terrori sm Act of 1967 - - estab 1; shes the crime of "terrori sm" so 1 oosely 
defined as to give the Government virtually a free hand to prosecute any
one it so wishes. 

***Native Act of 1952 requires persons to possess and carry passbooks con-
taining identification information such as fingerprints, photos, employ 
ment records, etc. 

imprlsomnent. 
Arrest for violation of these laws has given South Africa the highest pri son 
population in the world. Forty percent of the African prison populat i on 
consists of people who have violated the pass and influx control laws, thus 
committi ng offenses for ItJhi ch only -Afr i cans are puni shed. Conditi ons i n 
South African pr i sons have deteriorated and a special United Nat i ons invest i 
gation in 1972 found that, "food, sanitary conditions, c l oth i ng, beddi ng , 
and accomodat i ons i n South African prisons fall short, l amentably, of a li 
international and civilized standards." Political prisoners in South Af ri ca 
have especially been targetted for repression. Vi ct i ms have testif ied of 
extreme torture inflicted by South African police and prison off i cials . 

"The economic boycott of South Africa will 
entail rmdoubted hardship for Africans. We 
do not doubt that. But if it is a method which 
shortens the day of bloodshed. ,he suffering 
to us will be a price we are willing to pay. In 
any case, we suffer already, our ~ill idren are 
often undernourished. and on a small scale 
(so far) we die at . the whim vi a policeman: ' 

The la te Chief Albert J . Luthuli . Nobel Peace 
Prize winner and Pr esident·General of the 
African Nationai Congress 

In addition to i mprisonment, there are other forms of repression frequ e nt ly 
used by t he ~'l hi te South Afri cans: 



banning. 
Whenever South Afri ca wishes to rest r i ct an i nd ividu al or an org anization's 
freedom of mo vement, associ at i on and speech, it imposes a banni n9 order. 
Under this policy the South African government can ban persons whom it wishes 
to silence and restrict. These people are banned because the government 
cannot prove that they have broken any of the "l aws II 1 i sted above. Not on 1 y 
is a banned person restricted in movement, he or she can neither be publi shed 
or quoted, and can meet with only one person at a time. Generally, those 
v"ho are banned are restri cted to a part i cu 1 ar area or placed under hou se 
arrest. Since 1961, over 1400 people have been banned in South Afhica. 
Activists such as Winnie Mande1a, opponent of the regime and wife of polit i 
cal prisoner Nelson Mandela, and Beyers Naude of the Dutch Reformed Church 
remai n banned. They are prohi bited from seeki ng employment and attendi ng 
church or any other group activity. 

detention and torture. 
Detention without trial is a reality in South Africa and persons can be he l d 
incommunicado indefinitely. South Africa's security forces have extensive 
powers to hold people without trial and to withhold information about de
tainees from their families or the public. 

Torture of the detainees in South Africa is carried out by the Security Po
l ice. Although pol ice and government spokespersons have repeatedly deni ed 
allegations of torture and assault, sworn affidavits from 87 people detai.l 
severe torture. The types of torture attested to inc 1 ude: tyi ng wei ghts 
to the testicles of the detainees, non-stop interrogation for several days 
and ni ghts, for,ci ng detai nees to stand for long peri ods on bri cks, dri vi ng 
nails through.male genitals, holding loaded guns to detainees heads and con
stant threats of death. 

Death in Detention is another devistating form of repression in South Afric a . 
Many political detainees have died in security police custody and other s 
have requi r ed hospital treatment. Since 1963, 59 people are known to have 
died in detention. Inquests have verified that cruel imposition of torture 
has dri ven some to sui ci de, in other cases, although South Afri ca has not 
acknowledged responsibility detainees have been murdered by state officials. 
Steven Bi ko, B1 aek Consei ousness Movement 1 eader, was beaten to death by 
police who were interrogating him in 1977. Trade union and church leaders 
have also fallen victim to such repressive tactics of the South African go
vernment . 

rebellion. 
On March 21, 1960, a peacefu l protest demonstra
ti on agai nst carryi ng passbooks took place at 
Sharpeville , a township near Johannesburg. 
Police armed with machine-guns and r i fles fired 
into the crowd . A tota l of 69 persons were 
murdered and 180 wounded, inc ludi ng many women 
and children who were shot in the back as they 
ran from the gunfire of the police. 

On June 16, 1976 schoolchil dren 
in t he Blac k t ownship of Soweto 
demons t rated peacefu ll y agai nst 
the gove rnment ' s dec i s io n t o 
introduce Afr ik aans (the l angu age 
of t he raci st Afr i kaners ) as 
a medium of instruct i on i n t heir 
schoo ls . Police f i red into the 
crowds. About 60% of the Bl ack 
school children were kille<i,wounded -- .• · 
or arre st ed . .'':~-''-'''' 
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D DESIGN:bantustans 

If our policy is to be taken to its logical conclu
sion, as far as Black people are concerned, there will 
be not one Black man with South African citizenship. 

--Dr. C. T. Mulder, Minister of Plural 
Relations and Development, February, 1978 

Bophutatswana is to us what concentration camps and ovens 
were to the Jews. 

--The Rev. Sipo Mzimela, South African 
exile serving as rector of an Episcopal 
Church outside of Atlantic city 

South Afri ca', s pol icy is to preserve white power and control through mai n
taining a legalized system of racism known as apartheid. A central feature 
of this system is the inequitable carving up of the country into what white 
South Africans term as ten independent states for Black people. These ten 
states, considered by South Africa to be the homelands of specific Black 
ethni c groups, compri se a mere 13% of the most deso 1 ate and forgotten waste 
1 ands. It is on these wastelands that the raci st South Afri can government 
intends to force 73% of the country's population to live. The remaining 87% 
of the land, which is the most fertile and mineral rich, is to be reserved 
for whites, Asians, and Coloreds. South Africa's strategy is to establish 
"i ndepende,rt" B1 ack states, force Bl acks to re-locate into those states, and 
thus, strip them of South African citizenship and force them to become citi
zens of the "homeland states" or bantustans. 

,....pi~~~~~~ 
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how it wurks. 
The South African government allows the homeland "governments" to have control 
of health, education, pensions, and local bureaucracies. By doing so, the 
South African government is able to greatly reduce its financial responsibil
ities to its citizens in those areas. However, it is the South African regime 
that controls the defense, monetary system, economy and foreign policy of 
the " i ndependent states". B1 acks have only an advi sory role in these most 
important of government a 1 pol i cy-maki ng areas. . The "1 eadershi pOI of the Bantu
stans are hand picked by the white South African government. 

Over 3.5 million Blacks have been forcibly removed from their chosen places 
of residence from 1960-1980. By the end of 1982, four of the homelands which 
the South Afri can government uni 1 atera 11y formed had ben granted "i ndepen
dence" by the apartheid regime. Those four are: Transkei, Bophutatswana , 
Venda, and Ciskei. None of these "homelands" have been recognized as indepen
dent states internationally. South Africa is the only country that recognizes 



them. The homelands are pockets of economi c and pol it i ca 1 i nstab; 1 ity and 
and have been described as economic disaster areas. Sun City in Bophutatswana 
is an example of South African exploitation of the-nriomelands". Sun City, 
the result of forei gn capitol, is a huge entertai nment, sports , ana-casi no 
complex where many U.S. entertainers such as Stephanie Mills, Millie Jackson, 
Liza Minnelli, and Frank Sinatr a have performed. The South Afr i can goverment 
spends millions to rec ru it such entertai ners to help i t legitimi ze i ts policy 
of stripping Blacks of thefr citizenship. While whites are entertained and 
eat lavishly at Sun City, Blacks in Bophutatswana are starving. 

IMPACT ON FAMILIES 

Another great tragedy of forced resettlement is that it not only means the 
loss -of jobs or the prospect of getting one, but also, it directly undermines 
African communal traditions and leads to · the break-up of families. Blacks 
that are consi dered "non-essenti a 1" and "superfl uous" to the white soci ety 
are resettled in the "homelands" "'hile those 't/ho are cons i dered productive 
are allowed to remain in the "white areas" in prison-like singe sex dormi
tories on the outskirts of the urban areas. 

IMPACT ON WORKERS 

Even if, as in some cases, the entire family is re-settled onto a "homeland", 
the conditions in the "homelands" are so squalid and jobs so scarce, that 
the men must return the "white areas" to find work in order to survive. These 
men are often away from their families for many months at a time. Most return 
home only two times a year. The Grand Design has created a migratory system 
of cheap Afri can 1 abor in whi ch the predomi nate ly male 1 aborers must work 
and 1 i ve in the "white areas" a\'Jay from thei r famil i es. The system is de
signed as a form of labor control to ensure a steady flow of Black labor from 
the rural areas to urban areas. The workers have 1 itt: e or no ri ghts and 
are completely subjected to the white bosses. Legislation affecting migrant 
workers passed by South Africa in 1983 will not significantly alleviate these 
problems. The workers usually live in cramped, disease-ridden hostels near 
their workplaces, using their meagre salaries to support both themselves and 
their far-off families in the impoverished "homelands" , 

IMPACT ON WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

Many women and chi 1 dren have ignored the stri ngent pas-s 1 aws and i nfl ux control 
regul ati ons prohi bit i ng them from joi ni ng thei r . h-usoands and fathers in the 
''',,,hite areas" and have settled in large squatter camps on the edges of the 
urban centers. I n most cases the government's response has been swi ft and 
brutal. Squatter settlements have been teargassed and bulldozed to the ground 
and many inhabitants arrested, fi ned, and dumped back in the desolate "home
lands." 

Tbe daily economic reality for the vast majority of people left living in 
the bantustans (mai nly women and chi 1 dren) is the struggl e to survi ve on the 
meagre corn a,ld mi 11 et produced on poor and eroded 1 and. It is the women 
who must farm these difficult pieces of land in these vastly overcrowded 
areas. The bantustan area includes no major urban, industrial, or commercial 
center. Half of the children in the bantustans die of malnutrition before 
they reach the age of fi ve. There are no adequate housi ng, educati on, or 
health facilities. The conditions, are deplorable and women bear the brunt. 

definitions. 
Bantu 

Homeland/ 
Bantustan 

migrant 
worker's 

forced 

White South Africa's term for Black people. 

South Africa's official t erm for those portions of South 
Africa which the government has designated for occupation 
by Blacks. 

Workers who must migrate to urban cities flom rural bantu
stans to find employment. Separated from their families 
by great distances, many travel home as seldom as once a 
year. 

removals The forcible removal of people from their homes to a bantu
stan. The South African government terms this activity: 

SOUTHERN AFRICA RESOURCE ?ROJECTre 1 ocat i on or resett 1 ement. 
P.O. BOX 5420 
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Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

Q: 
A: 

The issues involved in Southern Africa are rather complex and deli
berate attempts are made to misinform American citizens about the present 
situation. Below are some of the more frequent questions relating to 
the region. 

Advertisements in U.S. papers show pictures of Africans 
and whi tes work i ng together and speak of a changi ng South 
Africa. How true is this? 

The move to legalize African trade unions, give Africans political rights 
in the bantustans, and limited political rights to Coloreds and Asians 
are all meant to change the image of apartheid, while at the same time 
strengthening the racist structure to enable whites to maintain control. 
Although some "petty apartheid" allowing Africans and whites to share 
some i nternat i ona 1 hote 1 s and park benches, has ended, the fundament a 1 
character of aparthei d has not changed. For example, the government 
sti 11 spends nearly ten times as much per year on a whi te chi 1 d's edu
cation than an African child's in its racially separate school systems. 
With such substanitive inequities remaining, the advertised South African 
"concessions" are more propaganda than fact. Blacks still have no poli
tical rights and are being stripped of their citizenship through their 
removal to the desol ate and barren bantustans. The recently acc1 aimed 
constituti ona 1 "reforms" make no provi si on for representati on for .l\fri
cans (73% of South Africa's population). The "reforms" do establish 
limited political rights for Coloreds and Asians by establishing separate 
legislature chambers where they will have no political power to change 
any of the apartheid laws. 

What are the issues i nvol ved in getti ng the South Afri cans 
to agree to a Namibian settlement and end their illegal 
occupation in accordance with U.N. resolution 435? 

In 1971, the International Court of Justice ruled that South African 
occupation of Namibia was illegal. In 1976, the United Nations passed 
Resolution 435, calling for free and fair elections and a ceasefire in 
Namibia. The South Africans have delayed implementation of Resolution 
435 insisting on the withdrawl of Cuban troops from Angola. The legiti
mate government of Angola invited the Cuban troops into their sovereign 
country in order to protect its borders from continual South Afri can 
i nvasi ons. The Reagan Admi nstrati on has also 1 inked the withdrawl of 
Cuban troops from Angola as a condition for a Namibian settlement. This 
demand has now stalemated the negotiations. In the meantime, the South 
Afri cans are conti nui ng thei r mil itari zati on of Northern Nami bi a where 
they have 100,000 troops and are continuing their exploitation of the 
rich mineral deposits within Namibia. 

What is the Reagan Administration's policy of constructive 
engagement in South Africa? Is it a viable policy? 

Construct i ve engagement argues that qui et di p 1 omacy with South Afri can 
officials is the best catalyst for cha.nge in that country. The Reagan 
Adminstration's willingness to openly embrace South Africa and its refu
sal to condemn its policies has only increased destablization attacks 
against the frontline states and continued intransigence on the Namibian 
negoti ati ons. Constructi ve engagement has been condemned by Afri can 
leaders, U.S. allies, congressional leaders, (both democratic and repub
lican) and human rights activists around the world. Despite relaxed 
U.S. export controls allowing the sale of 2500 electric shock batons, 
nucl ear materi a 1 s and technology, computers and ai rcraft to Pretori a, 
massive human rights violations, an escalation of torture and deaths 
in detention, and increased repression against church and union leaders 
continue. 



Q: 

A: 

Q: 

A: 

Q: 
A: 

What is the implica t ion of the conflict f or t he overa ll 
economic development of the region? 

South Afri ca' s war in the regi on has served to undermi ne t he Sout her n 
Afr i ca Development Coordinat i ng Commit t ee (SADC C), which was establ ished 
in 1980 to coordi nate regional deve l opment t o l essen South Afri ca ' s eco
nomic stranglehold over the region. The South Africans are ar.ming and 
encouraging attacks against the frontline states by rebel groups. In 
Mozambique it is the MNR (Mozamb~que National Resistance) and in Angola 
it is UNITA (in Portugese: National Union for Total Independence in 
Angola). Both groups launch attacks against vital econo~ic targets which 
weaken the country's economic infrastructure. 

The second major impediment to SADCC's development efforts has been the 
drought affecting much of Southern Afri ca for the past two years. The 
drought is at its worst in Southern Africa, now facing its third succes 
sive year of bad harvests and \vhere, in some areas, the rains have not 
fallen adequately since 1976. South Africa has sought to take advantage 
of this situation in the following ways: 

**Lesotho, which normally expects to import over 40% of its food, 
almost entirely from South Africa, has been facing intensified 
border control s, imposed by Pretori a on the pretext of cl ampi ng 
down on the African National Congress guerillas. These have led 
to food shortages and petrol rationing in Maseru. 

**South Africa's surrogate forces in Mozambique, the MNR, have made 
a particular point of attacking transport links and distribution 
networks as well as various productive enterprises. 

**Natural cl imatic problems have been exacerbated by South African 
armed action and economic sabotage, aimed at forcing member states 
to divert a large part of their human, financial and material 
resources to defense spending. 

What is the possibility of the-war in Southern Africa emer
ging into a major conflict employing nuclear weapons? 

The widening conflict in the region threatens to do ~ust that. Mozambi
que might be forced to request Cuban troops to help against attacks from 
South Africa, as the Angolans have done. An increase in the conventional 
war could possibly erupt into a nuclear conflict. It is widely believed 
that South Africa has nuclear capacity which the U.S. has helped it de 
velop for the last 20 years. U.S. corporations in particular have pro
vided South Africa with the technology, equipment, materials and scienti
fi c trai ni ng needed to create the nuc 1 ear bomb. They have constructed 
or provided technology/equipment/material for South Africa's Koeberg 
nuclear power plants and for its Valindaba uranium enrichment plant. 
The U.S. government has also helped train 88 South African nuclear scien
tists and technicians. 

In 1976, the president of the South African Atomic Energy Board stated, 
"We can ascri be our degree of advancement today in 1 arge measure to the 
trai ni ng and ass; stance so wi 11 i ngly pro vi ded by the United States." 

What is South Africa's role in the on-going wa~ in the South
ern African region? 

Since the Reagan Administration assumed office and vetoed U.N. Security 
Council Reso 1 uti ons condemn; ng South Afr ; ca for its i nv as; on of nei gh 
boring Black countries, the South Africans have i ntensified their attac ks 
against those countries in the following ways: 

**air raid on Mozambique in ~lay,1983 -- six people killed, 30 
wounded 

**i nvasi on of Lesotho in December, 1982 - - 42 Basotho and South 
African refugees killed 

**attacks into Angola conti nue i ntensifyi ng over the 1 ast three 
years - since 1976, over 10,000 kil l ed and over 1 billion doll ars 
of damage has been done 
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