
south • africa - fact - sheet 3

SEPARATE & NOT EQUAL:
education & health

HEALTH

Malnutrition

Widespread disease, no doctors

Although South Africa was the scene of the first heart
transplant, blacks still suffer illness and death from
preventable or curable diseases. These diseases are
the direct result of apartheid, which creates malnutrition,
overcrowding, substandard housing and poor sanitation
leading to serious health problems.

Lack of doctors is another serious problem affecting
the health care of South African blacks. In some areas,
there is only one doctor for every 174,000 blacks.
Recent studies disclosed the need for 60,000 black
doctors; in the last 25 years, only 300 had been trained.

Another problem is overcrowding in health care
facilities. The black township of Seweto has only one
hospital for an estimated 2 million blacks. This facility is
so overcrowded and poorly equipped that people have
to sleep in hallways and stairwells.

Mother with child suffering from malnutrition.
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Cholera, a deadly disease easily prevented by pro
viding clean water and basic sanitation, breaks out
every year in the bantustans. Measles, a curable
childhood illness, is a prime cause of death among
black children; it caused 11 deaths per day in 1982.
Diseases such as tuberculosis, diptheria, polio, typhoid
and many others which have been greatly controlled or
eliminated in white South Africa, still kill a large number
of blacks each year. Life expectancy for whites is 72
years while for blacks it is only 58 years.
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Disease White African

Malnutrition is no longer a serious disease among
white South Africans. Yet, one-third of black youths
under age 14 have serious nutritional deficiencies. Both
urban and rural black children suffer from kwashiorkor,
a serious protein deficiency. Infant mortality rates for
rural blacks are 31 times higher than whites. In the
rural bantustans one-half of the black children die
before age five.

A major cause of malnutrition is poverty, which
affects'nearly all blacks in South Africa, particularly in
rural areas. Government-forced relocation of blacks to
the bantustans has, in some cases, resulted in over
300,000 people living on land which can only provide
food for 1,000. But, while blacks die from lack of food,
South Africa is a large exporter of food.

Source: South African Statistics [government). 1978

The Washington Office on Africa Educational Fund -110 Maryland Avenue, NE - Washington, D.C. 20002 - (202) 546-7961



Doctor-Patient ReUos, 1982

Racial Population
Group per Doctor

White 330
African 91,000
Asian 730
Colored 12,000

Source: Survey of Race Relations, 1982

A question of genocide

There is also the danger of medical technologies
being used to maintain apartheid. For example, although
smallpox was eradicated worldwide in 1980, and the
World Health Organizations had requested all stocks of
live virus to be destroyed, South Africa ordered that its
supply should not be destroyed. No reason was given
for the order. Speculation raises fears the virus is being
kept for future population control, or for biological
warfare.

In view of all of the above, apartheid health care can
only be described as genocidal. The deliberate policies,
resulting il") wide-scale death and illness of blacks,
strengthen white oppression while weakening blacks'
ability to resist.

EDUCATION

The South African education system is regulated by
the racist laws of apartheid. It educates whites to be the
masters and blacks to be their servants. From the first
day that South African children begin formal education,
they are given schooling according to their race.

Separate and unequal

Education under apartheid is both racially segre
gated and racist in orientation. It is designed to give
blacks an inferior education to keep them powerless.

Education for whites is both free and compulsory.
Blacks must pay for their education and it is not
required. Because payment of school fees is a burden
for underpaid blacks, many cannot afford to send their
children to school. In addition, expenditures by the white
government for black education are grossly inadequate
and far below the level paid for white education. While
the government pays for the salaries of white teachers,
and the cost of books and fees, Africans must pay for
these themselves. As a result there are few supplies or'
materials in the black schools.

Educ:atIc»MI expenditure by R1IC81980181

. Racial Group ~ Per Capita Spending ., of Population

White $1115 16%
African 170 72%
Indian/Asian 625 3%
Colored 310 9%

Sotxce: Survey of Race Relations in South Africa.

Students want to learn despite inferior facilities.
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Because the educational system is so poor, many
black teachers are underqualified, averaging only eighth
to tenth-grade educations. Overcrowding is another
serious problem. The student-teacher ratio is 20 to 1 for
whites and 47 to 1 for Africans. In 1980, it was estimated
that 2 million black children were not able to attend
school because there simply was not enough c;::lass
room space for them. In some places there are no
school buildings at all, and local communities must hold
classes outside, if their children are to be educated.
Because of these horrible conditions, in 1981, 54
percent of the African school children had left school
without having completed the third grade. In 1979,
university enrollment for whites was 80,000 out of their
4.5 million population, while only 7,000 Africans out of
21 million were enrolled.

Racist lessons

Science and math are not emphasized in black
schools. Textbooks which are written by whites stress
the superiority of whites and the inferiority of blacks.

The poor quality of apartheid education is meant to
ensure that blacks will remain on the bottom of society,
unable to get better jobs or become politically involved.
The blacks in South Africa have tried repeatedly to
obtain quality education. In 1976, students in the black
township of Soweto boycotted schools and held pro
tests because the government wanted to educate them
only in Afrikaans, the language of white Afrikaners,
excluding English. To know only Afrikaans would lead to
a further elimination of employment opportunities for
blacks. However, the police responded to the students'
peaceful protests with violence, shooting and killing 600
unarmed black schoolchildren over the weeks of
protest. In 1980 and again in 1984 thousands of
students all over the country boycotted classes to
protest apartheid education. These protests will con
tinue until apartheid policies are ended.
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