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Why Another Newsletter
I know what you're thinking-another newsletter put out by some rag-tag group that
goes on and on about themselves, how their political line is the correct one and so
forth-but just bear with us. When we use the term news update, we mean exactly
that. No, not the news of Tom Brokaw orJerry Dumphy, the news we're talking about
won't be found on the nightly report. Our objective is to present the facts as they relate
to events taking place in and around the southern africa region.

COMOIIOI

0•••'
,·'0
M"TOTT.

('11

INDIAN OCEAN

SOUTHERN AFRICA
REGION

CJ t Thn U'lenh,ge.~ East London
p '''-~ Port Ellzabath

'HANrlC
OCE~N

Because the struggle for liberation in South Africa is not transpiring there alone. Nor
are the machinations of the apartheid regime limited to that country either. This arena
has many players: allies, friends and foes. That's why SASe views the struggle in
regional terms. Why we look at, and report on what's happening in the front line states
(the states of the southern africa region). So please take a few moments to read
through the update, andto let us knowyourthoughtsand criticisms. Ouraim isto issue
the update on a periodic basis, we hope you'll look forward to the next edition.
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ANGOLA
It has been reported that joint maneuvers were

held with U.S. and Zairian troops near Northeastern
Angola, in Shaba Province.

40 tons of U.S. weapons were shipped from
Bradley Fields in Connecticut with the destination
South Africa, in spite of a legal arms embargo. The
weapons have been earmarked for UNITA, the
contra force fighting to destablize the MPLA govern
ment of Angola. UNITA has been backed for years
by South Africa. Reagan announced to Congress
June 10 it was going to send $15 million in military
hardware, including Stinger anti-aircraft missles. As
a result of the rebels, a human rights group has
reported that Angola has the highest per capita
amputee rate of any country in the world.

Chevron has a large oil installation in Cabinda
province and has been criticized for aiding a Marxist
government the Reagan administration and South
Africa want to bring down.

An important economic and communication link
to the region, the Benguela railway, has been kept
inoperable for over 10 years by hit and run attacks by
the contras, but in May, technical experts from An
gola, Zaire and Zimbabwe met in Brussels to work
out arrangements for reopening the rail line. The
Zairians, under the U.S. sponsored Mobutu, support
the contras, but are looking for cheaper transport to
a shipping route for their copper exports, and the
Angola rail is the shortest and least expensive route.
Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda also came out
recently condemning both South Africa and UNITA
for colluding to destablize the region, including his
own government.

SOUTH AFRICA
On May 6 of this year the whites-only election in

South Africa saw support for the liberal party, and
support for governmental reform, reduced. The
Progressive Federal Party, whose leaders traveled
to Lusaka to meet with the ANC last year, lost
ground to the Conservative Party, a far right group
who now have become the official white-parlimen
tary opposition to the ruling National Party. P.W.
Botha was re-elected State President. Since the
election he has projected himself as a statesman
courting both Black and white support by two un
precedented visits to Black townships, and, subse
quently extending the State of Emergency that has
been in effect for 2 years. The State of Emergency
includes laws such as Emergency Regulation 11
that states that no civil or criminal proceedings shall
be brought in any court of law against any member
of a force who acts in good faith in the interests of
maintenence of public order or public safety. This in
the face of the fact that since June 12, 1986, over
25,000 people have been detained, and of these,
approximately 10,000 have been children.

The Sullivan Principles, corporate guidelines for
U.S. companies to soften the effects of apartheid on
their Black employees have been renounced by
their author, Rev. Leon Sullivan, board member of
General Motors. He has stated that compliance to
the principles have not addressed the systemic
problems of apartheid, and that the system itself
must be changed.

The 360,000 member National Union of Mine
workers voted to adopt the Freedom Charter as a
blueprint for a non-racial democratic South Africa.
They join nowwiththe UDF, COSATU, the ANC and
many other sectors of the liberation movement in
supporting the document. 17,000 railroad workers
who got fired for going on strike were rehired,
demonstrating the growing strength of the labor
movement.

A right wing U.S. based organization is attempt
ing to undermine support for the liberation move
ment with South African government propaganda.
They have been seen in the U.S. and Australia, and
call themselves the "International Freedom Foun
dation."

MOZAMBIQUE
SASC hosted an informal meeting with Carlos

Cardosa at the SASC office in May. He is director
of AIM, the official news agency of Mozambique.
Mr. Cardosa spoke of the importance for the anti
apartheid movement in recognizing that the



struggle against apartheid includes defending the
sovereignty of the front line states. He emphasized
that, "UNITA in Angola is apartheid, that the South
African mercenaries (called both the MNR and
Renamo) in Mozambique is apartheid, ZAPU in
Zimbabwe and dissidents in Zambia are faces of
apartheid, and the illegal occupation of Namibia is
certainly apartheid." The South African government
does not want a successful independent Black
government in Southern Africa, and feels free to
attack any country South of the Equator. Mr. Car
dosa calls for us to "decolonize our analysis," i.e.,
regionalize our perspective.

The effect of the contra destruction has been
devastating. 1 1/2 million citizens have been made
homeless. The Beira Corridor rail line, vital eco
nomic artery for the frontline states, faces constant
attack, and Zimbabwe and other Frontline govern
ments have provided soldiers to defend the railroad.
Even conservative Malawi has provided 300 sol
diers to help keep the line open.

Statistics show one child dies as a result of the
conflict every 6 minutes. The Western press projects
the situation as a civil war, but the MNR was formed
originally by the white minority government of Rho
desia in the liberation struggle for Zimbabwe (Rho
desia), and, after Independence, taken over by the
South African government, used now to destablize,
murder and destroy the economy and bring down the
popular FRELIMO government. The right wing Heri-

tage Foundation in the U.S. has been putting money
into the effort, and trying to propagandize the U.S.
public into supporting the mercenaries. The GNP of
Mozambique has fallen 50% since 1981 and it is
believed that the U.S. and SA look forward to
viewing Mozambique as a failed Black government
and potential showcase for the west to help through
"aid." Militarily the FRELlMOgovernment'swareffort
is going well at present, they cautiously say they are
making headway. Malnutrition and worse have af
fected parts of the country as farm lands have been
abandoned because of the MNR attacks, but the
government said in April they had 310 trucks to
distribute emergency food to refugees and victims of
the war.

SASC has just received the official FRELIMO
government account of the death of President Sam
ora Machel, who was killed in a mysterious plane
crash last October. SASC will do a brief review of the
report next issue.

UNIT A - National Union for the Total Inde
pendence of Angola - Contras
MPLA - Popular Movement for the Liberation
of Angola - the ruling party
AN C - African national Congress - Liberation
Organization
unF - United Democratic Front - An umbrella
grouping of some 600 organizations
COSATU - Congress of South African Trade
Unions
FRELIMO - Mozambique Liberation Front
the ruling party
ZAPU -Zimbabwe Arrican People's Union

Sources: ANC Newsbriefings, N. Y. Times, L.A.
Times, Christian Science Monitor, Africa Con
cord, New African, the Guardian, Sechaba and
the Wall Street Journal.



wli Iiouse meetin s?
SASC has found that direct contact with small groupings of people is the best

form to pass on information, and have dialogue with community residents on a variety
of issues involving South and Southern Africa.

Several members of SASC visit a meeting held in a neighborhood home, and
discuss basic issues, both historical as well as current, about Southern Africa. We may
also show a film, or video to help illustrate our presentation. After a short presentation
we will open the meeting to general questions, and have a very informal discussion about
the issues and events presented.

If you would be interested in putting on a house meeting, please check appropri
ate box below.

o I WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION ON HOUSE MEETINGS AND/OR FILM-VIDEO SHOWING

o PLEASE ADD ME TO YOUR MAILING LIST

o I CAN CONTRIBUTE $ A MONTH TO SASC

Name _

Address _

City Zip _

Phone _

SAse
2824 So. Western Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90018
213/733-2107 "f."';' w

Address Correction Requested
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