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With U.S. aid, Angolan army threatens UNITA
stronghold
With satellite information assistance from the US government about UNITA troop
movements, the Angolan government's army has closed in on UNITA's headquarters
in Huambo. Government troops are now within 50 miles of that city. Prospects for
peace talks remain gloomy as the war raged on leaving more than 2,000 UNITA
soldiers dead in the last week of August. The government has also bought more
weapons, contributing to its recent battle success. Angola is the world's biggest war,
though international media overshadows it with news coverage on Bosnia and
Somalia

South African companies in Durban and Johannesburg continue to support UNITA,
sending weapons and supplies to Angola via Namibia (The Independent. 8/31/93;
The Guardian. 9/3/93)

RENAMO demands deployment of UN troops
in Mozambique
As one of the provisions in the 1992 Rome peace agreement, the FRELIMO
government would provide RENAMO with "logistical support" in Maputo to ease
the reactionary forces' entry into political life. Mter squabbling over not receiving
enough telecommunications, houses and other such support from the government,
Monso Dhlakama and his men retreated to RENAMO headquarters in Maringue.

They refuse to return to Maputo until 65% of the UN troops are deployed. Aldo
Ajello, who heads the UN operation in Mozambique (UNOMOZ), has responded
that the promised 8,000 UN peacekeepers will be deployed in the near future, leaving
RENAMO with no further excuses to return to Maputo and set up commissions with
the government. By July 23rd, 6,505 UN troops had been deployed including 1,100
Italians, 700 Batswana, and 2,000 troops from Bangladesh, Uruguay, Portugal and
Japan. (South Scan. 7/23/93; Africa South & East, 6/93; Cultural Survival Quarterly,
Summer 1993)

"The future is not what it used to be"
There is a feeling of uncertainty in South Africa, a mix of optimism about the ftrst
all-race April 1994 elections as well as apprehension arising from the situation of
near absolute violence. The rampant violence is being committed both by various
government security forces and their agents, and by black and white organizations
and right wing individuals who perceive democracy and majority rule under the
ANC as their common enemy.

Victims of violence in South Africa continue to be reported on a selective basis, by
which the deaths of whites are considered newsworthy and sensational, while the
massacres of blacks have gone on for so long they lack news worthiness. The
Human Rights Commission (HRC) reported 653 deaths since June 1. The atrocious
number of deaths of black South Africans remain unnoticed and anonymous in the
local and international media On the other hand, the 53 injuries and 11 deaths of
mostly white victims in the St. James Anglican Church in Kenilworth, Capetown in
late July as well as the more recent murder of Amy Biehle, an American Fulbright
student, have received a lot of international coverage.

Along the paths people talk of life,
of the future which will come but never
does,
of the scars ofaggression which all bear
ofhate, love and of concord.

Along the paths people talk ofdeath,
of those who kill us and for what reason.
Ofchildren who don't sleep
for the world around them
is peopled with monsters.

Along the paths
the people say that this war
must be ended right now.
That the swords that kill us
must go back to the sheathes.
And if the sheathes are short
let them find longer ones
where the swords may vanish
and no longer kill or destroy.

Along the paths the people talk
of this, and much more.

This is how we are. Human, vulnerable,
naive even,
but with a large, an immense soul
able to harbour all dreams.

And from hope and from dream
and from the struggle to shape the dream
comes life.
We seek

beyond peace
serenity.

Jorge Rebelo
New Year 1993
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There also appears to be a growing sense
among South Africans that national
negotiations are far removed from the fear and
desperation of people's daily lives.
(Prexy Nesbitt, Southern Africa Trip Report.
8/93; The Boston Globe. 8/29/93)
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"Let us fight peacefully"
In a recent interview, Marcellino dos Santos, speaker of the
Mozambican People's Assembly, expressed a sense of
simultaneous optimism and weariness. Mozambique is evolving
into a multi-party state, the drought is less severe, and people are
not directly fearful of RENAMO attacks, he noted optimistically.
At the same tUne, he fears RENAMO may return to war if they
are not strong enough to survive losing the election. Said dos
Santos: "In my own life, I will continue to fight to build
socialism in my country, peacefully. Others will fight to
consolidate capitalism there. They may do so. What I am saying
is, let us fight peacefully... let us sit together, discuss, debate, and
let us accept the conclusions of our people". (Africa South &
East, 6/93)

Portugal cashes in on new unified
army
The Portuguese government recently approved $60 million in
military aid to Mozambique, in part to train "elite, special forces
units" and NCO cadres. (South Scan, 7/23/93)

Refugee demographics: 57% children
The UNHCR expects the rebuilding of families to become one of
the most difficult tasks of repatriating Mozambican refugees,
because every family has been torn apart or wiped out entirely by
RENAMO in the war. An estimated 250,000 children have been
orphaned in the war, comprising an astounding 57% of
Mozambican refugees! Thousands of children have been so
traumatized they have lost their ability to speak. They remain
"mysteries. Their faces stare down from photos on ICRC office
walls in each refugee camp and in Mozambique. These are the
unaccompanied children searching for relatives". (Cultural
Survival Quarterly, Summer 1993)

Refugee repatriation stalled
Although refugee repatriation is one of the provisions in the Rome
peace agreement, it has yet to be formally organized. An
estimated 300,000 refugees who were living in neighboring
countries have returned to Mozambique on their own, though
many hundreds of thousands remain displaced as a result of war
and drought. Those who have returned to Mozambique are
remaining in the cities to await next year's elections instead of
returning to destroyed and desolate rural areas.

Refugee flows continued into neighboring countries even after
Chissano and Dhlakama signed the peace agreement, with
numbers now amounting to 1.3 million in Malawi, 350,000 in
South Africa, 150,000 in Zimbabwe, and 25,000 in Zambia. In
Zimbabwe starving refugees swelled the Nyangombe Refugee
camp's population from 4,000 to 22,085 in less than three weeksl
The UN World Food Programme (WFP) announced in late July
that it would provide $8.3 million worth of food aid over a period
of nine months to Mozambique. (Cultural Survival Quarterly,
Summer 1993; Africa South & East, 6/93)

Baobab Notes

Demobilization started
As oflate July, nearly 14,000 FRELIMO troops registered for
demobilization. Soldiers on both sides blame the politicians for
the delay in demobilization. RENAMO leader Afonso Dhlakama
finally released a list of soldiers and weapons to Aldo Ajello,
head of the UN operation in Mozambique. In early August, 50
RENAMO and 50 FRELIMO soldiers left for Zimbabwe to be
trained by the British and form the core of a politically neutral
army, one of the stipulations in the Rome peace agreement (The
Economist, 8/7/93; South Scan, 7/23/93; Cultural Survival
Quarterly, Summer 1993)

RENAMO imitating UNITA in
preparation for losing elections?
Many Mozambicans fear that whoever loses the upcoming 1994
elections might not accept the results and return to warfare.
Similarly, there is a fear that RENAMO has withdrawn to its
headquarters in Maringue in order to build semi-independent
financial structures in preparation for losing the elections, and to
accumulate personal wealth for its chief lieutenants, imitating
UNITA's behavior in Angola. RENAMO has received $5
million from the Italian government in addition to the $5 million
Dhlakama allegedly received in order to go to Rome last
October and sign the peace agreement. A major problem in the
Mozambican transformation process is that RENAMO - again
like UNITA - does not have the personnel to place on the
various peace commissions and political positions for the
elections.

RENAMO now argues that the peace agreement specified two
separate administrations in Mozambique until elections. UN
representative Aldo Ajello supports FRELIMO's view that the
peace accord only legitimizes one government until next year's
elections. (Africa South & East, 6/93; Prexy Nesbitt, Southern
Africa Trip Report, 8/93; South Scan, 7/23/93; Mozambique
News Agency, AIM Reports, 8/93)

Portuguese prepare to re-establish
economic ties
The Portuguese, who ruled colonial Mozambique, are currently
planning to re-make the old economic connections in "new, post
Cold-War guises". Though the Mozambican government has not
yet granted permission for foreign business investments,
Portuguese businesspeople remain optimistic about the peace
process and the possibility of returning to Maputo. Because of
the return to civil war in Angola, businesspeople are even more
hopeful and optimistic about renewed trade with Mozambique.
A Portuguese-
Mozambican Promotion Company, SPELM, has been set up to
boost trade relations. Trade levels between Portugal and
Mozambique have been low, with Mozambican cotton and
shellfish comprising 0.6% of total Portuguese imports, and
Portuguese wine, medical supplies and electric cable totaling
0.29% of its exports. (Africa South & East, 6/93)
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South Africa is a prime example of

the unsettling connections that exist

between race, gender, poverty, and the

environment. Apartheid has had and

continues to have a devastating effect

on black South Africans as well as the

environment. The importation ofhaz-

mation in the U.S. on the South

African environmental crisis and the

inadequate information in South Africa

on toxic and health issues, SAEPEj will

disseminate information to the anti

apartheid and environmental move

ments in the U.S. while making

will go to South Africa to conduct

trainings and workshops. In return, the

program will bring South Africans to

spend time with U.S. community and

regional organizations in order to

obtain first-hand knowledge of the
environmental crisis here.

THE PRESENT GENERATION HAS A RESPONSIBILITYTO FUTURE GENERATIONS TO PRESERVE THE

ENVI RONMENT ... TH E ANC BEll EVES ENVI RONMENTAL RECONSTRUCTION CONSTITUTES A MAJOR

TASk OF A FREE AND DEMOCRATIC POST-APARTH EI D SOUTH AFRICA. - MAX SISULU, ANC

ardous wastes, the dumping of mercury

in rivers, the strip mining ofcoal and

uranium, the outdated methods ofpro

ducing synthetic fuels, along with the

rampant poverty, lack ofsewage facili
ties and deliberate structuring ofthe

notorious 'homelands' present South

Africa with serious environmental con

cerns. Post-apartheid South Africa

will have to confront the inherited toxic

and environmental crisis as it strives

to transform and rebuild South

African society.

The South African Exchange

Program on Environmental Justice
(SAEPEj) focuses on the effects of

toxies and the deteriorating environ
ment on the health and daily lives of

communities. The program establishes

links between community and labour

groups in the U.S. and their counter

parts in South Africa. This initiative is

composed of two elements, the first of

which is popular education and infor
mation transfer. Given the lack of infor-

valuable information available to the

South African movement through
databases and literature. In addition,

SAEPEj will coordinate talks and pre

sentations on the destructiveness of

apartheid at concerned U.S. organiza

tions and college campuses.

The second element of the program

consists of trainings and people-to

people exchanges. SAEPEj believes in

the power of linking affected commu

nities in South Africa with ones in the

U.S. to share information as well as

strategies for community organizing

and for challenging polluters. SAEPEj

aims to work with South African labour

and community groups in order to

highlight issues ofenvironmental jus

tice and ecological democracy and

bring to the forefront the inextricable

link between confronting the environ

mental crisis and development. SAEPEj

will facilitate exchanges in which com

munity environmentalists, labour repre

sentatives and technical support people

Black South Africans have a strong

history of resisting apartheid and

their struggle provides valuable insights
and lessons for the U.S environmental

justice movement. These exchanges

provide excellent opportunities for lead

ership development and for forging

new and dynamic links in international

solidarity.

To find out mort about SAEPEJ

and howyou can assist or to btcomt
a mnnbtr of FRIENDS OF THE

SOUTH AFRICAN ENVIRONMENT

pltast contact Htttm Kalan at

SAEPEJ

6 Goodrich Rd. #2
Jamaica Plaint MA 02130

Telephone: 617-983-2239

Fax: 617-983-22.4°
E-mail: hkalan@acs.bu.edu

Tax-dtductiblt contributions
art wtkomtd.



IN ORDER TO IMPLEMENT AND MAINTAIN

the racistpolicies ofapartheid, the South Aftican government created (bantus

tans' and residential townships. Corporations were given ftee rein to locate

their industrialsites near these areas to access a cheap supply oflabor.

In addition to the hazardous working conditions, industrialplants have pol

luted the air, soil and water, thus poisoning the lives and environment ofmil

lions ofblack South Afticans. In addition, apartheid's tentacles have reached

out to the ftontline states and left its own distinctive bitter legacy.

was once a paint manufacturing plant out
side ofJohannesburg. The grounds and
sheds are lined with barrels of toxic materi
als which are often used as fuel and wherein
children frequently play.

SOUTH AFRICAN GOLD MINES EXTRACT

LARGE QUANTITIES OF URANIUMAS A

SECONDARY PRODUCT. THUS EXPOSING

NEARBY BLACk COMMUNITIES TO CANCER

CAUSING RADIUM AND RADON WHICH

COMMONLY LEAk FROM URANIUM

MINE WASTES.

Wars in both Angola and Mozambique
have created millions of refugees who have
been forced to pick the earth bare for fuel
and shelter.

UNITA AND RENAMO CONTINUE TO FIGHT

SCORCHED-EARTH WARS AGAINSTTHEIR

GOVERNMENTS. BRUTALLY lULLING ELE

PHANTS AND RHINOS FORTHEIR VALUABLE

TUSkS AND HORNS TO FINANCE THEIR VIO

LENT CAMPAIGNS OF HORROR.

There are at least three million unexploded
landmines in Angola and another two mil
lion in Mozambique which promise to pose
a threat of immense magnitude to both the
people and the environment.

South Africa has a long history of using
defoliants such as Agent Orange in its war
against the frontline states and the under
ground armies of the ANC and PAC.

IN FORMER RHODESIA, THE CENTRAL

INTELLIGENCE ORGANIZATION AND THE

SELOUS SCOUTS DEPLOYED CH EMICAL AND

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE SUCH AS ORGANO

PHOSPHATE POISONS, THALLIUM,

WARFARIN, 'BACTERIOLOGICAL AGENTS",

AND ANTHRAX BACTERIUM WHICH HAS

POISONED THE FUTURE OF ZIMBABWE

WH ERE TH ETOXIC LEGACY LINGERS.

Mozambican refugees who fled the devas
tating war occupy a decrepit building which

Data on coal mining show that from
1978 to 1983, South African coal workers
were about 10 times more likely to die
on the job as their counterparts in the
United Kingdom.

IN 1987, 8S PERCENT OF SOUTH AFRICA'S

COMMERCIAL ENERGY WAS DERIVED FROM

COAL. RESULTING IN ACCELERATED

EXPLOITATION OF COAL SEAMS THROUGH

STRIP MINING AND PRODUCING SOME OF

THE WORST AIR POLLUTION IN THE WORLD.

In Mmafefe, a region of the Lebowa home
land, a health project report documented
that 603 out of the 1724 houses in the village,
7 of the 12 schools, and many churches
were made from asbestos brick and plaster.

A 1990 HEALTH SURVEY CONDUCTED IN

MEREWENT. NATAL (A RESIDENTIAL AREA

SURROUNDED BY TWO OIL REFINERIES. AN

AIRPORT. A PAPER MILL. TWO INDUSTRIAL

COMPLEXES. A WASTE WATER TREATMENT

WORkSANDTHE HIGHLY CONTAMINATED

UMLAAS RIVER) HAS SHOWN THAT PRIMA

RY SCHOOL CHILDREN HAVE AN 80 PER

CENT HIGH ER CHANCE OF ACQUI RING

COUGHS. COLDS AND FLUS THAN A SOCIAL

LY AND ECONOMICALLY SIMILAR GROUP OF

CHILDREN LOCATED 16 kiLOMETERS AWAY.

In the Mngweni River, which flows into
the Valley of the Thousand Hills, Thor
Chemicals is responsible for mercury con
centrations 1,500 times the level at which
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
declares materials roxie.

IN SEPTEMBER 1991, THERE WAS SUSPECTED

DUMPING OF NUCLEARANDTOXIC WASTE

EXPORTS BY UNkNOWN WESTERN COUN

TRIES IN THE SkELETON COAST OF NAMIBIA.

THE INFORMATION ABOVE IS EVIDENCE OF THE COMPELLING NEED AND URGENCY WITH WHICH

WE NEED TO WORK WITH SOUTHERN AFRICANS TO ADDRESS THE DEVASTATING EFnCTS OF APARTHEID.
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Growing up tough: South African youth surveyed

"Growing up Tough", perhaps the most extensive survey yet on South African youth, was conducted by the Community Agency for
Social Enquiry. The following data was gathered from 2,200 face-to-face interviews with people aged 16 to 30 years, of all races and
in all parts of the country, including the TCBV states.
• There are 10.7 million youths, 8.1 million of them are African.
• At least 20% of African youth (1.5 million) live in shacks and another 9% in huts. In contrast, nearly all white, 'coloured' and

Asian youth live in houses or apartments.
• Only 47% of young Africans live in homes with electricity (compared to 87% of 'coloured', 92% of Asian and 97% of white youth).
• Youth are very religious, especially young women - more than half of whom attend church every week.
• Fourteen percent (1.1 million) of young Africans and 10% of 'coloured' youth (110 000) never reached secondary school, but all

white youth did and all but 2% of Asian youth did. Fewer women than men finish high school or receive diplomas and degrees.
• More than half (52% or 3 million) of employable young people are out of work - 57% of young Africans, 46% of young

'coloureds', compared to 17% of young Asians and 4% of young whites. Women are hardest hit
• Young South Africans, notably women, suffer distressing levels of violence. One in four young women had either been raped or
knew someone who had. Five percent said they were being beaten by their partners, while 23% knew other women suffering
violence.

• Youth are organizationally involved, though politics ranks low as a choice.
• Politics is a male dominated arena: of the 12% youth who belong to a political organization, more than two-thirds are men.
• Youths of all races are anxious about their future.
• African and 'coloured' youth (both male and female) register high degrees of generational hostility, while young whites score

higher on racial antagonism than their counterparts.

The researchers concluded that more than a quarter (27%) of the sample might be classified as "marginalised youth" and
recommended that they be "targeted with specifically tailored programmes". Tragically, 5% or half a million young South Africans
are deemed "lost", having "slipped through, or been shoved through the social net entirely". (Work In Progress, July/August 1993)

Women, water, and control
in Gazankulu

Women's lives in Gazankulu seem to be controlled by water.
They spend entire days queueing to fill huge plastic containers
which weigh as much as a ten-year-old child when full. Men
control the water supply by making the decisions about where
the pump will be installed.

Highest homicide rate in world
South Africa's annual homicide rate is an astounding 53.5 per
100,000 inhabitants, compared to the U.S. rate of 17.2 and the
Swedish rate of 1.8.
(Dagens Nyheter, 8/28/93)

If you don't like it, your only recourse is with the very men who
make these decisions. If you're still not happy, you can turn to
the chief for assistance; he might raise it with the district
commissioner, who can take it to the homeland cabinet, where it
inevitably gets lost in all the bureaucracy. Throughout all this,
women and children wait silently, invisible to the men who
control their survival. (Work in Progress, July/August 1993)

Another affiliate of the WACL is the International Freedom
Foundation (IFF), which has attempted to discredit the ANC and
promote Inkatha. The IFF has even sponsored its own
"independent commission of inquiry" in~ alleged torture in
ANC camps. Their South African director, Russell Crystal, has
been exposed as a South African Security Police agent.
(CovertAction, No.45 Summer 1993)

International links to Hani
assassination
Clive Derby-Lewis, accused and held in custody for supplying
the weapon used in Chris Rani's assassination, is known to be
the South African representative of the extremist World
Anti-Communist League (WACL), president of Western Goals
(U.K.), and a member of the U.S.-based Heritage Foundation.
Through his Republican Unity Movement of South Africa
(Rumosa), which has 23 branches and 15,000 English-speaking
members allover the country, Derby-Lewis played an important
role in mobilizing British and foreign rightwingers.

COSATU wants a voice in
negotiating South Africa's future
While COSATU has accepted it cannot be represented at multiparty negotiations, it is still intent on getting its ideas heard at the
World Trade Center. The federation is pursuing to get its views across through discussions with the ANC and SACP, and submitting
memorandums and oral evidence to the various committees. COSATU is particularly concerned that the negotiating forum will tie
the country to constitutional agreements even before a constituent assembly is elected. (Work In Progress, July/August 1993)
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Angola goes ahead with oil contracts
The government will soon award two oil exploration contracts,
according to energy minister Albina Africano, who also said western
oil companies were preparing to invest in oil exploration there. In a
recent trip to London, Ms. Africano attempted to persuade ministers
to apply pressure on UNITA to return to the negotiating table.
UNITA captured the oil town of Soyo in May, destroying storage
facilities and halting production.

Although the country has returned to war, foreign investors appear to
judge the situation stable enough to make investments in the oil
industry. Royal Dutch/Shell, Total and Agip already have
deep-water blocks off Angola's shore. Chevron is investing $500
million, and the government hopes to sign contracts by September
with Exxon and British Petroleum for deep-water exploration.
(British Financial Times, 7/8/93)

Anthrax, cholera used during
Rhodesian war
For the first time, a fonner member of the rebel Rhodesian armed
forces has admitted that anthrax and cholera, two banned biological
warfare weapons, were used by the Rhodesian forces on blacks
during the seven-year war that led to independence.

The anthrax spore was used to kill cattle belonging to people in areas
where they were suspected of supporting the guerrillas. At the height
of the independence war, between 1978 and 1980, Zimbabwe was hit
by an anthrax outbreak affecting over 10,000 people, leaving at least
182 dead.

The forces also polluted water points close to the guerrilla camps
with cholera in neighbouring Mozambique. A special military unit
contaminated foodstuff with thallium and impregnated clothes with
organophosphates. At Chibabawa camp in Mozambique, some 200
Zimbabwean refugees suffered from mysterious haemorrhages,
which were later determined by the World Health Organization to
have been caused by a rat poison. (Facts and Reports, July 1993)

War rampaging Angola
The Angolan government refused an OAU offer for an
armed African peacekeeping force, stating it was
"inappropriate" and "unnecessary" since "Angolan
sovereignty is not in peril". The UN special envoy to
Angola, Alouine Beye, said up to 1,000 people are dying
daily from fighting and war-induced famine and that 2
million people, a fifth of the population, are threatened by
starvation. Angolan state radio announced that government
troops were closing in on UNIT1\ rebels' central· stronghold,
Huambo, located about 330 miles east of Luanda. (Boston
Globe, 08/25/93, 08/31193)

Angola: contradictions continue
Ironically, transnational corporations seeking to protect their
regional oil interests by promoting stability supply the little
military aid the MPLA-led government receives. In March
1993, a British oil company hired 100 mercenaries through
the South African security consultant firm, Executive
Outcomes, to protect privately owned Soyo-based oil
installations. Texaco transported the mercenaries on its own
ship and maintains enough company helicopters to evacuate
them in one load. On March 7th, two of these mercenaries
were killed in combat with UNITA, and the three wounded
were flown out of southeastern Angola to Windhoek for
medical treatment. (CovertAction, No.45 Summer 1993)

Creating a new and bold destiny
There is a widespread and strong feeling among Namibians
that although fundamental issues like land distribution remain
to be addressed, the future is finally in their hands and not in
the power of Western occupying forces. The Vice-Chancellor
of the University of Namibia in Windhoek reported that
Namibians feel their destiny is linked entirely to what happens
in the neighboring countries. (Prexy Nesbitt, Southern Africa
Trip Report, 8/93)

Editors: Karin Candelaria, Jenny Dahlstein, Beeten Kalan, and Prexy Nesbitt. Subscriptions: $5 low-iru:ome, $10 regular iru:ome/organizations.

Mozambique Solidarity Office
343 S. Dearborn, Suite 318
Chicago, IL 60604

(312) 922 3915
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