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October 26, 1990 

Attention: President William Kobin 
Vice President Stephen Kulczycki 

Dear KCET, 

I am wr i ting this letter on behalf of lS0 members of 
the Concerned Faculty at UCLA, an organization which 
has given strong support to the educational programming 
for which KCET is widely known. Included are those who 
teach in diverse departments of the university, some of 
which are also specialists re: Southern Africa. Your 
recent decision to suspend telecasting of the excellent 
public affairs program, South Africa Now, was discussed 
in two recent meetings of the Steering Committee of the 
Concerned Faculty at UCLA. 

We are appalled at the decision to discontinue showing 
of South Africa Now. Over the lS-month period that you 
have shown it (at the unpopular time of 9 a.m.,Sunday 
mornings), many of us have found it most useful as the 
best means of keeping up with fast moving events inside 
South Africa and in the region of Southern Africa. Some 
of us have also used South Africa Now in our classes. 

Earlier this week, we joined with the UCLA African 
Studies Center in a delegation to discuss this serious 
matter with you. However, despite several telephone 
contacts, KCET chose not to meet with us. Specifically 
Stephen Kulczycki stated that KCET could not schedule 
any meeting with a top-level UCLA delegation at this 
time. Perhaps KCET has forgotten its basic mandate as 
a public television station. Not only are we a part of 
that public, but we represent top scholarly appraisal 
of information channels re: Southern Africa. 

We urge you to reinstate South Africa Now immediately. 
We also request again, an opportunity to discuss this 
matter with you and top decision-making bodies of KCET. 

Sincerely, 

~~)-.&~ 
Warren J. Day , - til 
for Concerned Faculty at UCLA. 

Please, send mail to: CONCERNED FACULTY,Post Office Box 171,308 Westwood Plaza 
Los Angeles , California 90024-1647 Telephone: (213) 825-1476 



KCET MaitR~consider 
:Jy..'o/- ,' 

Dropping !t\J.rica Now' 
.. ... ;:~~ ~ :(t:: ... .. 

• Television: Community groups and its own 
advisory panel criticize hailt()'public-affairs show. 

. :~ .;.~-

------------------------
By SHARON BERNSTEIN 

-, . .... ;., 

U nder fire from community"f' 
organizations and its owri:: 
Community Advisory '-. 

Board, public-television statiori ; ' 
KCET Channel 28 on Thursday q 
opened the door slightly to the . . 
possibility that it would reconsid-
er the decision to halt broadcasts ' : 
of the news-magazine "South Ai
ricaNow." '~ 

At the same time, two local-
cable systems have stepped in to/ :! 
try to fill the void. Cencom Cable,"~~ 
which serves the Pasadena andxr 
San Gabriel Valley areas, 
Century Cable in Los 
said that they will begin n~._,Ti;"';;;~".; 1 

"South Africa Now" when 
leaves KCET. 

, 
.!" 

programming chief Stephen 
czycki, who last week Ut:l:lUt::U 

drop the program, said 
that he stands by his 
objection that the 
slanted in favor of .the 
National . Congress but that 
will monitor it in coming weeks 
see if it becomes more balanced. 

"We will continue to mOlnn.or 
the series on the satellite 
and try to get some sense 
whether the concerns we've 
pressed might show up in 
program," Kulczycki said. "If 
producers) address the n"'~I'<''''''CP 
we have talked about, we 
reconsider the choices we 

made." nr~~!t. 
"South Airica Now" 

Danny Schechter said 
pleased 

--door' to reconsideration 
will not do anything 
because he feels the 
while it does have a point of 
has always been fair. 

"If he's going to monitor; 
find that the same 
rejected will have a balanced 
sentation of what's going on 
South Africa," Schechter sai<i. 

For now, however, "South Airi
ca Now" remains scheduled to 
leave KCET after the last install- .1 
ment of the current 13-week batch 
runs Sunday at 9 a.m. 

KCET's decision not to renew ! 

the program has enraged members . 
of the Los Angeles African-Ameri
can community and anti-apartheid 
groups, who have threatened to 
picket the stations. 

Several brought their complaints 
-to the regularly scheduled meeting 
of KCET's Community Advisory 
Board on Wednesday, and the 
board, whose volunteer members ; 
are appointed to provi.de communi~ "'.1i 
ty feedback to statIon manage:~-'-c:: 
ment, took up the cause. !: > , 

The advisory board issued a ' 
statement Thursday demanding' 
that "'South Africa Now' be re- ': 
turned to the air with a discussion .': 
panel or .other vehicle to broaden I 
the range of issues covered; and/or " ! 
[that KCET] immediately provide.:~ 
additional [regular] programmin . ..1' 

on South Africa and the entire"~ 
continent of Africa." ,;?~;pt 

Unhappiness with KCET's de~f~'$ 
sion increased after a conservative" , 
media watchdog organization ' 
claimed credit for having brought ! 
the show's alleged bias to KCET'g ' 
attention. David Horowitz, Chair-~ 
man of the Committee on Media., ' 
Integrity, met with station execu.3' . 
,tives as many as half a dozen times ' 
'and conducted a yearlong letter ... , 
wnting campaign against "South 
Africa Now" and other programs : 
broadcast on KCET. ",~:I>t; 

KCET has vigorously denie(f'~: 
~orowitz's conten~ions, but rel,!~ 

'tlOns WIth commumty members dicfl 
~not improve when the station cmi:l 
<celed a scheduled meeting with~, 
.concerned leaders that was to havl? : 
been held Wednesday. That eve1:~ 
ening, the organizers who had~' 
''planned to meet with Kulczycki '; 
and KCET president William Ko
bin appeared instead before the 
Community Advisory Board. 

Michael Zinzun, the executive 
director of Friends of the African 
National Congress and Front Line 
States, who had organized 'the 
meeting that was canceled, disput- ·· 
ed Kulczycki's contention that be- .. 
,cause there was no longer a press ' 

,;blackout in South Africa, the pro-
gram was no longer necessary . 

"It has just been 24 hours since 
George Bush vetoed the Civil 
Rights Act," Zinzun said. "We are 
not in a pOSition where we can let 
down our guard about racism." 

In its statement Thursday, the · 
advisory. board said that it wanted 

[ to be consulted about future pro
gramming decisions that might af
fect the community and requested 
that the meeting with community . 
leaders be rescheduled. 

The board also said it did not ' 
believe that Horowitz had in any 
way influenced management's de
cision regarding "South Africa 

_.Now." , 
Kobin said Thursday that he 

could not · respond to the board's 
odemands because he had not yet 

. :; , read the statement. 
:; ''I'm really gratified that they :, 
:..., believe we acted for the reasons we 
\I.said we acted," Kobin said. "Obvi- ' 
j ously, I'm disappointed that they . 
C;don't agree with the decision. " 

The move by the local cable 
systems to pick up "South Africa 
Now" comes at a time when ca
ble-through its non-commercial 
community access channelS-IS 

taking ~ore of a role in airi!i~::.~ 
alternatIve programming. . ·;p i • 

. "We have lots of examples" oc: 
interesting programs that can'£/ 
survive at the network or public"' :": 
~elevision level that still tell a story ', 
m a way that only television can " 
tell it," said Craig Watson, general ., 
manager of Cencom Cable. . . . .:.:i1 



. HOWARD ROSENBERG 

'South Africa' -When? 
.-' i , . - -

Shocking! 
. That's the word for 

KCET's bonehead decision 
to drop "South Africa Now." the 
unique and essential series whose 
perspective and depth of cover
·age concerning southern Africa is 
unavailable elsewhere on televi
sion. 

- Whereas the commercial net
works report on South Africa and 
its slowly loosening bonds of 
apartheid only sporadically. the 
independently produced "South 
Africa Now" has been a clear. 
steady voice on 80 PBS stations. 

Now it appears that voice has 
been stilled in Los Angeles as it 
has been in Boston. where giant 

PBS station WGBH joined influ
ential KCET in canceling this 
weekly newsmagazine with a dis
tinctly black perspective. 
. Is its keyhole of light too 

harsh? Is this gutsy little half 
hour with a record of yanking 
skeletons from the white South 
African government's closet just 
too tough for some of the PBS 
family to handle? Are its charges 
that security police and right
wing death squads are unseen 
fmgers manipulating black-on
black violence in South African 
townships just too bold? 

Even more significantly. witl! 
these cancellations of "South Af-. : 
~ca Now." are-we witnessing more 
of the intellectual graying and 

'sterilization of PBS. an institution 
meant to challenge and stimulate 

! i;:::America with diversity and fresh 
~ t:1deas. not to copy the timidity of 
; f._commercial TV? It·s something to 
~onsider. 
-~ The "South Africa Now" time 

slot here-9 a.m. Sunday-was not 
prime time, but it was better than 

. " no time at all. KCET cites jour
c"nalistic. not ideological. reasons for 

canceling the series. with Stephen 
Kulczycki. senior vice president 
and station manager. charging it 
with a bias toward the African 
National Congress (ANC) . That's 
denied by New York-based 
Globalvision, which produces 
"South Africa Now." 

But. you know. Kulczycki may 
be right in a sense. At the very 

·l!least. "South Africa Now" is a 
-;program with a point of view. 
~nlike the preponderance of re
porting on the region. it views not 
only the nation of South Africa. but 

. also the whole of southern Africa 
.!through black eyes. 

(yet it offers a brand of reporting 
I that falls well short of advoca
Ley and well within the bounds of 

legitimate and responsible journal
, "ism on a program that does not ! zUJpurport to be a traditional news-

. ~ .. cast.. This is not "The CBS Evening. 
,:=N.ews With Dan Rather." after all. 

It's a scrappy,low-budget program 
that, despite raw production quali
ty, achieves unique and dramatic 
results with the resources availa
ble to it 

Meanwhile. are there unseen 
fingers manipulating KCET? 

Although Kulczycki says 
KCET's decision was. made inde

i pendently, it follows a period of 
.'1 intense lobbying by the Los Angel

es - based conservative media 
watchdog, the Committee on Media 
Integrity. The group's chairman. 
David Horowitz. has labeled the 
program "party-line propaganda" 
and repeatedly called for its can
cellation. 

Although giving lip service to 
balance. Horowitz defines propa
ganda. apparently, as anything 
that doesn't match his party line. 

He has offered "South Africa 
Now" as an example of KCET's 
being "skewed way over to the 
left" Presumably. he is referring 
also to the weekly presence on 
KCET of those rabid Marxists Wil
liam F. Buckley Jr. ("Firing 
Line" ). John McLaughlin ("One on 
One" ) and Morton Kondracke 
("American Interests" ) •. and those 
bright pinkos "MacNeil/Lehrer 
NewsHour." "Washington Week in 
Review" and "Wall Street Week." 

Actually. these programs range 
ideologically from far right to just 
right of center. and there's been no 
call from Horowitz and his group to 
balance them. Yet in a letter to 

Kulczycki last month. Horowitz 
proposed that the station. among 
other things, either cancel "South 
Africa Now" or label it "commen
tary" and "balance" it with a South 
Africa program "from the right." 

Yes. that's what KCET needs. 
more about that great bastion of 
liberalism. South Africa, "from the 
right." 

Do you believe in coincidence? 
Well. Horowitz. after initially 
claiming victory in the "South 
Africa Now" cancellation at KCET. 
now vigorously denies having 
"swayed" the station. Even if you 
believe this belated disclaimer, the 
fact remains, based on the furor 
over its decision. that public station 
.KCET is totally out of touch with a 
segment of the public it purports to 
serve. 

Horowitz also denies having in
fluenced the decision at WGBH . 
Dan Everett. director of broad
casting there. was quoted as saying 
that . the station dropped "South 
Africa Now" only because "there is 
more access now and more sources 
of information." 
. Not on the nightly newscasts 
aired by the Big Three networks. 

According to the TV monitoring 
service U.S. Newswire. ABC. CBS 
and NBC aired only a combined 27 
stories on South Africa from Aug. 8 
through Oct. 9-about a story a 
week per network. And most of 
these were "tell" stories-head
lines read by an anchor without 
accompanying pictures. 

In one 2lh-week span during 
this period. moreover. there were 
no South Africa stories on any of 
the networks. 

During much of this time. the 
world's media were preoccupied 
with events in the Persian Gulf. 
Even in calmer times. however. a 
'22-minute newscast yields little 
room for adequate reporting of 
global events. meaning that South 
Africa gets spotty coverage. at 
best. The rare PBS documentary 

: on ~outll .Africa - "Frontline" has 

one coming up-hardly fills the ' 
void. 

A nd the canc.~llations of "South' 
AfrIca Now only deepen it. 

"I think it's outrageous." said 
Jeff Cohen. who heads Fairness 
and Accuracy in Reporting. a lib
eral. self-titled "progressive" me
dia watchdog organization based in 
New York. "I didn 't think we'd be 
fighting this battle again. Public 
TV is supposed to be programming 
where you have pOints of view. but 
if the points of view are progres
sive or anti -racist. they always 
have to jump higher hurdles. In a 
sense. this is a declaration of war." 

"South Africa Now" gets an
other strong endorsement from 
Marc N. Weiss, executive producer 
of .. P.O.V .... a PBS documentary 
series that also has come under 
attack from Horowitz for lacking 
"balance." 

"It ['South Africa Now'] does an 
extraordinary job." Weiss said. 
"Week after week, they surface 
stories that the networks pretend 
they can't get. If they do have a 
point of view, the only difference 
between them and the networks is 
the networks don 't admit they 
have a point of view." 

Actually," Weiss openly ac - . 
knowledged the I'left-of-center" 
tilt of those issue-oriented. films 
aired by "P.O. V.," and has sought 
to change that. The series-its title 
is the acronym for point of view
presents independently produced 
nonfiction films. receiving up to' 
400 submissions a year of which 15 
or 16 get on the air. 

"But we just do not get any from 
conservative filmmakers. " said 
Weiss. who prior to this season put 
out a press release soliCiting films 
that express "conservative per
spectives;" Actually. there have 
been a handful submitted in the 
last.~ years. but these were reject
ed, Weiss said. either because they 
were not independently produced 
or were not of sufficient qUality. 

"South Africa Now" has quality 
. . . and value. What ii hasn't 
anymore. much to the city's loss. is 
a home on KCET. . - . 
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