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US ARMS FOR SOUTH AFRICA APPR6VED IF FOR EXTERNAL DEFENSE 

New York, July 30 - The State Department has just reiterated its policy 

of approving the issuance of licenses for arms export to South Africa, provid-

ing they are "of primary importance to South Africa's defense against external 

qggresslon." 

In a letter answering a query from the American Committee on Africa con-

cerning a request by the Grumman Corp. to sell bombers to South Africa, Henry J. 

~<c;sca, Deputy Assistant Secretary for African Affairs wrote: 

"The Department of State has had inquiries from various United States air-

craft manufacturers asking for permission to discuss the possible sale·of their 

products with representatives of the South African Government. These requests 

~re under review and no final decision has been made •••• The policy of the US Gov-

ernment toward South Africa has been to consider, and not to refuse outright, 

proposed exports of types of equipment designed essentially for purposes of 

defense against external attack and, particularly, those items which could 

strengthP.n defenses against possible aggression by the Sino-Soviet Bloc. Appli-

cations for export of weapons or equipment normally used by police or other se-

curity units for the enforcement of apartheid are denied. After careful consid~ 

eration, the United States Government concluded that the sale in 1962 of the 

seven Lockheed transport planes referred to in your letter was of primary impor-

tance to South Africa's defense against possible aggression." 

South Africa.' s defense budget has more than doubled in the past two years " 

The police force has been reorganized and integrated into the Defense Force. 

Government spokesmen have, on many occasions, said that the primary duty of the 

Defense Force was to contain internal rebellion as well as to meet any threat 

from the nei'T African States. 

The Lockheed transports sold in 1962 were widely regarded by opponents of 

apartheid as being intended primarily for the suppression of internal strife1 

particularly in the so-called isolated bantustan areas. 

For further information contact Collin Gonze 
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