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January 10, 1985 

The offices of the Martin Luther King Anti- Apartheid Coalition(MLKAAC) 

have been deluged with inquiries from callers ranging from mothers 

concerned with changing babies to organizations who want to contribute 

food, blankets or whatever they can to the all night vigilers, who ' ll 

be o u t in temperatures predicted to be in the twenties. Thanks to Mayor 

Goode, t he Northwest wing of City Hall will remain open throughout the 

evening for shelter and conveniences. The coalition now numbering more 

t han 200 religious, community . labor and peace groups marks the beginning 

of the broadest cross section of Philadelphians working together to end 

racsim t o date . 

Although, the rally and vigil is not the start of the an t i - apartheid movement 

in Philadelphia , this event does bear significance to the work of 

Martin Luther King; in December of 1965 Dr . King, in a pseech made at 

Hun t er College, called for economic sanctions against South Africa 

"The t ime has come to utilize non-violence fully t hrough massive in t ernat ' l 

boycott ( of South Africa) . .. Millions of people can personally give expression 

to their abhorrence to the world's worst racsim through such a far flung 

boycott." 

The MLKAAC's efforts to celebrate Dr. King's birthday with a rally and vigil 

includes five demands(see enclosed material). Those demands,presen t ed to 

City Council by Council Angel Ortiz, January 10th, passed in a r esolution 

unaniously , which in addition to endorsing toda y ' s e v ent , called for the 

City of Philadelphia to not support the institutional ized system of apar theid 

in South Africa through its procurement policies . 

Contac t : Vane ssa lvat son 

241 - 7237 



Joining in today's rally· and vigil celebration are countless Philadelphians; muscians, 

people representing community organizations, and Pennsy lvania's leading l e gislators who 

have or are presently sponsoring divestment bills; Congressmen Wm Gray; State RepresentativE 

Dave Richardson; Councilman at large David Cohen. Leading labor figures; Henry Nicholas 

of 1199C; Marvin Schuman, Philadelphia Federation of Teachers . Joe Miller, SANE 

Catherine Blunt, CAFSAN(lobbying group); Sister Marie Lucey, All Saints Parrish and 

Rabbi Max Hausen who. will open Tomorrow morning vigil with a prayer and Sister Nia with 

the help of massive numbers of vigilers at City Hall west will close the two day event 

with the South African national anthem. 



MARTIN LUTll[R KING ANT1 - /\P/\RTHEID RALLY AND VIGIL ·· JAN UARY 14/15, 1985 

It is importan t , frorn the perspecti ve of the coalition planning the Martin Luther 
King Anti -Apa r the i d Rally and Vi gil of January, 1985 , t hat partic i pa nt s in the 
Rally and Vi gi l and t he wider publ i c understand wh at Apartheid i s , an d wha t lies 
behind the five demands of the coalition . 

WHAT IS APARTHEID? 
11 Apartheid 11

, an Afrikaner wo rd meaning separateness, is used by the So uth African Govern­
~1ent to des t ri.be its system of ra ci al separation. It is a philosophical sys t em based on 
idea s developed by Mu ss olini and Hitler, and effecti vely de11i es cit i zens hip to the Black 
population of So uth Africa . Under Aparthe ·id, only whites (l ess than 20% of t l1e popu ·la­
ti~n) have fu'll citizenship rights, including the right to vote for government ·1eaders. 
Whites control 87 % of the l and , in cluding all major cit ies, mineral reso urces , and agri­
cultural land. Black s can only live in isolate d 11 homelands 11 (reservations), in shanty 
towns outside of urban area s , on the properties of white homeowners, or in crowded bar­
racks near their jobs. Under t he Bantu Education Policy, education is separate and un­
equal; Blacks are educated to fit only those bas i cally menial jobs which the Government 
allots to them. There is one white doctor for each 370 whi tes , one Bl ack doctor for 
each 45,000 Blacks; Black infant morta lity in rural areas i s as high as 50%. 

FIVE DEMANDS OF THE COALITION 

I RELEASE OF NELSON MANDELA AND ALL OTHER POLITICAL PRISONERS: 

Nelson Mandela is the leader of the African National Congress, which was founded on 
January 8, 1912, to lead the Black struggle for equal rights in South Afri ca. In 
1955 almost 3,000 delegates met to develop a program for a demo crat ic South Africa, 
known as the Freedom Charter. During the 1950 1 s the African Nat i onal Congress moved 
from meetings and petitions to a campaign of pa ss ive resistance. In 1961 the African 
National Congress was banned and it became an act of treason to support the Freedom 
Charter. Nelson Mandela went underground to continue the struggle but was ar rested in 
1964 and sentenced to life imprisonment. Altoget her, there are several thousand Blacks 
under arrest, with more than 250 Black political leaders now fac i ng trial fo r their 
work for equal rights. 

II RELEASE OF RECENT STRIKE LEADERS IN SOUTH AFRICA: 

Whenever Black South Afr icans demonstrate for eq ual rights, the Go vernmen t responds 
with mass arrests of leaders- - political, religious, and union heads. In 1976, over 
l ,000 people were killed and hundreds jailed in response to the Soweto uprising, but 
the people continued to build new organizations. Black trade unions have grown and 
the United Democratic Front, a coalition of some 2,000,000 Blacks, was organized. Be­
ginning in August 1984, mass opposition to Apartheid has produced a new wave of killings 
and arrests, and a strike in November 1984 by some 800,000 Bla ck workers resulted in 
the arrest of union officials. 

III SCRAPPING OF PRESIDENT REAGAN'S 11 CONSTRUCTIVE ENGAG EMENT 11 POLICY: 
11 Constructive engagement" is a policy designed to encourage South Africa to change 
its racial practices by reducing the level of U.S. criticism of Apartheid. It in­
volves increased U.S. economic and political tie s with South Afri ca , along with the 
shipment of military-rel ated materia l to its police and armed forces. However, this 
policy has not had any effect in reducing or ending Apartheid; rather, South Africa 
has continued reinforcing its system of modern day slavery (as defined by the United 
Nations). Mass arrests and killings continue, and those who speak out for equal 
rights for Blacks are charged with treason. 

IV GOOD FAITH NEGOTIATIONS WITH LEGITIMATE SOUTH AFRICAN LEADERS, AS A START: 
If there is to be peace in South Africa there must be justice. South Africa, under 
Unit ed Nations guidance, must begin negotia t ions with Nel so n Mandela and other 
recognized leaders of South African Blacks . 

V ECONOMIC SANCTIONS AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA: 
Sanctions are an effect ive , non-violent method of effecting change in South Africa. 
U.S. corporations have $14 billion i11ve sted in South Afri ca , and U.S. banks regularly 
make loans to the So uth Africa n Government. U. S. companies are involved in many 
strategic industries, including transportation, computers , and South Africa'.s energy 
independence program. The U.S. al so sells to So uth Africa r11aterial an d equipment 
used di rect ly in enforc ing Apartheid. Withdrawal of econom ic supp? rt for _the South 
African Go vernment v-Jill weaken its ability to maintain the Apartheid ma chrnery ~nd 
bring closer the day when tt1e South African Government will be forced to recognize the 
civil and human r i ghts of its Black majority. 

I 
I 
I 
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~SPONSORS OF MARTitl LUTHER KING ANTI-APARTHEID RALLY AND VIGIL, JANUARY 14/15, 1985 

Episcopal Urban Caucus 
The Rev. C. Edward Geiger, Metropolitan 

Christian Council of Philadelphia* 
Democratic Socialists of America 
SANE - Joe Miller 
Board of Ra bbis 
Methodist Federation for Social Action 
Hospital and Nursing Home Employees Union 

District 1199C 
President and Council of the Sisters of 

the Blessed Sacrament 
The Rev. Larry Waltz, Executive Minister, 

Phi l adelphia Baptist Association* 
Jewish Labor Committee 
Americans for Democratic Action 
Peace Making Task Force, Presbytery of 

Philadelphia 
United Synagogues, Delaware Valley Region 
Thomas Paine Cronin, District Council 47 * 
Coalition for a Free South Africa and Namibia 
Unified Black Committee 
Samuel Dean Caldwell 
Jobs with Peace 
Partners in Ecumenism 
Committee for a Better North Philadelphia 
Philadelphia Sisters Council 
St. Vincent de Paul Church 
American Christians for the Abolition of 

Torture 
The Rev. Dean Snyder, Pastor, Asbury Church 
National Black United Front, Philadelphia 

Chapter 
Innercity Organizing Network 
Martin Luther King Center 
Philadelphia Mennonite Council 
Philadelphia Baptist Association Peace 

Task Force 
The Rev. Ralph Moore 
Congressman Bob Edgar 
The Rev. Jo hn Schol, Director, Frankford 

Group Ministry 
United Electrical Workers District #1 
Fairhill United Neighbors 
The Rev. Van Bird 
Bonsall Civic Association 
Citizens in Action 
So uth African Solidarity Alliance, 

University of Pennsylvania 
A. Philip Randolph Institute 
Negro Trade Union Leadership Council 
Pax Christi - Gwynedd Valley Chapter 
Advent Lutheran Church 
Puerto Rican Alliance 

* Organization for identification purposes 

Northwest Interfaith Movement 
The Rt. Rev. Lymon C. Ogilby 
F. Herbert Skeete, Resident Bishop, 

Philadelphia Area United,Methodist Church 
C. Delores Tucker 
Central Germantown Council 
Jewish Community Relations Council 
Womens International League for Peace 

and Freedom 
Philadelphia Nuclear Freeze 
Franconia Mennonite Conference 
St. Vincent's Peace Center 
Christ Church & St. Michael's (Episcopal) 
East Mt. Airy Neighbors 
State Representative David P. Richardson 
Federation of Reform Synagogues, 

Philadelphia Region 
Welfare Rights Organization 
American Federation of Teachers, Philadelphia 

Chapter, Bla ck Caucus 
Women Strike for Peace 
Church of the Advocate 
Freeland Publications 
State Representative Andrew Carn 
Philadelphia Free Press 
General Government, Philadelphia Sisters 

of Mercy 
Philadelphia Womens' Encampment 
Brandywine Peace Center 
Philadelphia Peace Council 
Hariett Tubman Shu le 
Woodcrest United Church of Christ 
Philadelphia Unemployment Project 
The Rev. Joan Martin , Church & World 

Institute (at Temple University) 
The Christian Association of the University 

of Pennsylvania 
The Rev. George Alt, Pastor, Frankford 

United Methodist Church 
Mari an Tasco, Commissioner of Elections 
Action Alliance of Senior Citizens 
The Rev. Richard R. Fernandez 
Community Concern Credit Union #13 
John Hubbard, 2501 Primary Care Community 

Hea 1th Center * 
22nd Street Business Association 
Committee for Socia 1 Res pons i bil ity 
Committee for Responsible Leadership 
Labor Council for Latin American Advancement 
Ethnic Labor Coalition 
St. Barnabas Church 
St. Francis Inn 
Norris Square Civic Association 

LIST CONTINUED - SEE OTHER SIDE 



RESOLUTION 

Under the apartheid system of government in South Africa, Blacks, 
who comprise four-fifths of the population, have no freedom 
of movement, political nor human rights, and are oppressed 
and exploited by the White population. 

WHEREAS, Eighty-seven percent of the land is set a side for 

Whites, while Blacks are forcibly removed and relocated to barren 

"homelands;" and 

WHEREAS, Black South African workers earn one-tenth of the 

wage s as the White workers who do the same job; and 

WHEREAS , The South African government represses all op­

position with violence and arrests without any regard for due 

process and/or trial; 

WHEREAS, The South African government is condemned by the 

United Nations and countries throughout the world; and 

WHEREAS, Neither the City of Philadelphia, nor its procure­

ment policies, should support the institutionalized system of 

Apartheid in South Africa; and 

WHEREAS, A Council Ordinance was passed in 1982 cal ling for 

divestiture of City Pension Funds invested in companies or corporations 

doing business in South Africa; and 

WHEREAS, In Philadelphia, dozens of religious, community 

and business groups and leaders, in celebration of Dr. Martin 

Luther King's birthday and in keeping with his peaceful mission, 

have formed the Martin Luther King Anti-Apartheid Coalition and are 

holding a rally and all night vigil; and 

WHEREAS , The demands for this occasion are the relea se of 

recent strike leaders, the release of Nelson Mandela and all other 

political prisoners, good faith negotiations with legitimate South 

African leaders, the scrapping of President Reagan's "Constructive 

Engagement" policy, and the imposition of economic sanctions against 

South Africa; therefore 

RESOLVED, THAT THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA hereby 

supports and endorses the efforts of the Martin Luther King Anti­

Apartheid Coalition. 

COUNCILMAN ANGELL. ORTIZ 

1 / 10 / 85 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON , D. C . 205 15 

Bos ED GA R 

PENNSYLVAN IA January 14, 1985 

The Rev . Richard R. Fernandez 
Northwest Interfaith Movement 
Greene Street at westview 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19119 

Dear Rev. Fernandez: 

we gather on this day to renew the fait h of a 
Christian minister who carried America with h im to the . 
mountaintop to sha re his dream of an integrated society. 

We gather on this day to honor the grandson of a s l a ve 
who c onverted a guilt-stricken Nation to a real and effec tive 
Christianity. 

We gather on this day to dramatize, in hi s spirit , t he 
appalling conditions in South Africa, and to a waken Americ a 
to that country's "fierce urgency of now." 

In the words of he who served for peace and brotherhood 
of all, 

"Now is the time to rise from the dark 
and desolate valley of segregation t o 
the sunlit path of rac i al j us tice. Now 
is the time to open t he doors o f opportunity 
to all of God's children .... and we will no t 
be satisfied until justice rolls down like 
waters and righteousness like a mighty 
stream." 

We gather on t hi s day to draw strength from the 
leadership, t he spirit, and the moral vision of Dr . Mar t in 
Luther King. 

Member of Congress 

RE/ lj 
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The Rev. C. Edward Geiger, Metropolitan 
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Democratic Socialists of America 
SANE - Joe Miller 
Board of Ra bbis 
Methodist Federation for Social Action 
Hospital and Nursing Home Employees Union 

District ll99C 
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The Rev. Larry vJaltz, Executive Minister, 

Phi l adelphia Baptist Association* 
Jewish Labor Corrunittee 
Americans for Democratic Action 
Peace Making Task Force, Presbytery of 
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United Synagogues, Delaware Valley Region 
Thomas Paine Cronin, District Council 47 * 
Coalition for a Free South Africa and Namibia 
Unified Black Committee 
Samuel Dean Caldwell 
Jobs with Peace 
Partners in Ecumenism 
Committee for a Better North Philadelphia 
Philadelphia Sisters Council 
St . Vincent de Paul Church 
American Christians for the Abolition of 

Torture 
The Rev. Dean Snyder, Pastor, Asbury Church 
National Black United Front, Philadelphia 

Chapter 
Innercity Organizing Network 
Martin Luther King Center 
Ph il ade lphia Mennonite Council 
Philadelphia Baptist Association Peace 

Task Force 
The Rev. Ralph Moore 
Congressman Bob Edgar 
The Rev. John Schol, Director, Frankford 

Group Ministry 
United Electrical Workers District #1 
Fairhill United Neighbors 
The Rev. Van Bird 
Bonsall Civic Association 
Citizens in Action 
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Negro Trade Union Leadership Council 
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Advent Lutheran Church 
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Northwest Interfaith Movement 
The Rt. Rev. Lymon C. Ogilby 
F. Herbert Skeete, Resident Bishop, 

Philadelphia Area United,Methodist Church 
C. Delores Tucker 
Central Germantown Council 
Jewish Community Relations Council 
Womens International League for Peace 

and Freedom 
Philadelphia Nuclear Freeze 
Franconia Mennonite Conference 
St. Vincent ' s Peace Center 
Christ Church & St . Michael 1 s (Episcopal) 
East Mt. Airy Neighbors 
State Representative David P. Richardson 
Federation of Reform Synagogues, 

Philadelphia Region 
Welfare Rights Organization 
American Federation of Teachers, Philadelphia 

Chapter, Black Caucus 
Women Strike for Peace 
Church of the Advocate 
Freeland Publications 
State Representative Andrew Carn 
Philadelphia Free Press 
General Government, Philadelphia Sisters 

of Mercy 
Philadelphia Womens' Encampment 
Brandywine Peace Center 
Philadelphia Peace Council 
Hariett Tubman Shule 
Woodcrest United Church of Ch rist 
Philadelphia Unemployment Project 
The Rev. Joan Martin, Church & World 

Institute (at Temple University) 
The Christian Association of the University 

of Pennsylvania 
The Rev. George Alt, Pastor, Frankford 

United Methodist Church 
Mari an Tasco, Commissioner of Elections 
Action Alliance of Senior Citizens 
The Rev. Richard R. Fernandez 
Community Concern Credit Union #13 
John Hubbard, 2501 Primary Care Community 

Health Center * 
22nd Street Business Association 
Committee for Social Responsibility 
Committee for Responsible Leadership 
Labor Council for Latin American Adva~cement 
Ethnic Labor Coalition 
St. Barnabas Church 
St. Francis Inn 
Norris Square Civic Association 
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Councilman Lee Beloff 
Councilman Lucien Blackwell 
Councilwoman Augusta Clark 
Council man David Cohen 
Councilwoman Ann T. Land 
Councilman Angel Ortiz 
Councilman Edward Schwartz 
Councilman Joan Specter 
Councilman John Street 
Delaware Valley Gay and Lesbian Activities 

for Peace and Justice 
Philadelph i a Area Coalition for Responsible 

Investment 
New Jewish Agenda 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, Religious 

Society of Friends: 
Committee on Racia l Concerns, 
Friends Peace Committee 
Southern Africa Committ ee 

National Black Independent Political Party, 
Philadelphia Local 

Organization for Afro-American Human 
Development 

Grass Roots Political Network 
Pennsylvania Council of 100 Black Women 
American Jewish Congress 
Ke nsington Joint Action Committee 
Advocate Community Development Council 
Joseph Fisher, Vice President/ Regional 

Director; ILGWU, AFL-CIO * 
Sisters of St. Francis, I.C. Province, 

Peace and Justice Committee 
Summit Presbyterian Church 
Anna Price, President, Service Employees 

Intet national Uni on (SEIU) Local 668 
Philadelphia Council of Neighborhood 

Organiza t ions 
2501 Medical Center 
Lehigh Avenue Business Association 
Sisters Remember Malcolm 
AFSCME Local 1971, Temple University 
Nice Jewish Girls 
Calvary United Methodist Church 
YWCA of Germantown 
Transport Workers Union Local #234 
Bill Barry, Newspaper Guild Local #10 * 
Crisis Intervention Network 
Ethical Action Committee of the Philadelphia 

Ethical Society 

* Organization for Identification Purposes Only 

Co mmi ssion on Church and Society, Easte rn 
Pennsylvania Conference, United 
Methodist Church 

Philadelphia Ministerium, United Church 
of Christ 

Fellowshi p House Farm 
Calvary Church , Germantown (Episcopal) 
Task Force for Justice & Social Change , 
Coalition of Labor Women 
Committee in Solidarity with the People 

of El Salvador 
Central American Network 
Housing Association of Delaware Valley 
Laborers Local 332, AFL-CIO 


